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PREFACE. 



The author of the following tale, encouraged 
by the favourable manner in which his previous 
work, Don Esteban, has been received, ven- 
tures a second time to appear before the public, 
and again to claim its indulgence. 

The garb which he has in the, present instance 
assumed would, doubtless, entitle him to a still 
greater degree of favour, if he could but flatter 
himself, that the diligence with which he has la- 
boured had enabled him to wear it with advan- 
tage. In glancing, however, over the difficulties 
against which he has had to struggLein the course 
of his work, be can hardly Irope that he has so 
far succeeded in his object,' as not to stand in need 
of some sort of apology. 
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IV PREFACE. 

• 

In the first instance, the task of writing in a 
language foreign to him, and in which he has 
not yet had suiBcient practice to enable him to 
exhibit the correctness of style, elegant turn of 
expression, and strictness of colloquial idiom, 
which are necessary to do justice to the variety 
of subjects his work embraces, — this task is 
at all times sufficiently arduous even to greater 
proficients in the language than the Author.* 
A second great obstacle which he had to 
surihount, arose from the obligation which, 
from the beginning, he imposed upon himself, 
to relate throughout nothing but facts, whe- 
ther they had reference to political events, the 

* Iq hfs former work a similar apology was offered to 
the public, the author considering himself in need of a 
similar indulgence ^ but some of the critics did him the. 
honour to disbelieTe his assertion, atid even treat it as 
«uncandid>" under the impression, that it was either a 
translation by an English hand, or written originally in 
EtogUsh by a n^ive. However flattering to his vanity 
may be thtf O|i&io& fcHinedhy those gentlemen, the author 
begs that he may be allowed to rectify it, aad to assure 
them, that Don fisteban, as well as the present work, was 
originally written in English by himself. 
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domestic iacidents recorded in his book, or die 
publJc or private characters introduced; of 
course, however, presuming to uae bis own dis- 
cretlcn in the plan of hia story. This be has 
done ttith the view of presenting a more faithful 
picture of Spanish manners, and Spanish habits ; 
but it has conaderably increased the difficulties 
which his inexperience in novel^writing ah-eady 
opposed to him. 

It will be readily allowed, that it is no easy 
matter, without infringing on the established 
princijdes of novel-writing, to carry on futhfuUy, 
and in chronological order, through a period of 
six busy years, the history of the Secret Associ- 
ation to which the hero of the tale beltmged, — 
to make several pubhc individuals actors on a 
scene, where, nevertiieless, they speak no more 
than what they have actually uttered, — to pre- 
serve the locaUties, — give cbaracterisUc sketches 
of provincial habits and scenery, -^ and inter- 
weave with the whole, the private adventures 
of an individual. He would fain have accom- 
plished this difficulty ; but he canncjf, nor, if he 
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VI PREFACE. 

could, would he dissemble the txuth, that he 
has in some instances departed from those rules, 
and in others assumed too much the character 
of an historian. He considered, however, (and 
he flatters himself the reader will agree with 
him) that the interest of the occurrences, which 
he has thus introduced, was more than suffi- 
cient to justify the transgression alluded to. 

In the course of these volumes, the reader 
will meet with incidents which will appear to 
him very extraordinary ; but he ought to bear 
in mind, that the scene is laid in Spain, where 
the order of things, in these oppressive times, has 
been so completely overthrown by the obstinate 
perverseness of the ruling despot, and his im- 
moral counsellors, that everything there assumes 
an extraordinary character. 

With respect to the conduct of that grave 
personage of his tale, the monk, the author can 
assure his reader, that it is a faithful copy, taken 
from certain great prelates, who are now at the 
head of the Spanish church. Everybody in 
Spain, who takes the trouble of looking at 
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PREFACE. vii 



things with his own eyes, sees, that the gene- 
rality of them are downright atheists. — ** He 
believes in God,*'* said a certain Bishop to a 
friend of the author, alluding contemptuously 
to another clergyman who passed for a man 
of talent and intrigue, " what great things can 
any one expect from him ?" — But is Father 
Martinez, Bishop of Malaga, or Father Cirilo, 
General of the Franciscans, or Father Velez, 
€reneral of the Capuchins, or any other of those 
who compose the Spanish hierarchy, a whit 
better than the above-mentioned ecclesiastical 
sneerer at piety ? The author could fill a folio 
volume with anecdotes of the impious deeds and 
blasphemies of these men. 

With respect to the source from which he 
has drawn his information, he begs to observe, 
that he is indebted for whatever has not imme- 
diately passed before his eyes to various friends 
of his, who were actors in the scenes he describes, 
and in particular to Don Eusebio Polo, who 
was one of the most indefatigable Freemasons 
of Spain, and a strenuous advocate of her rights. 
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That which relates to the unfortunate General 
Riego, he has received from the worthy brother 
of that martyr for his country, Don Miguel del 
Riego, to whom, as well as to his other friends, 
he returns this public acknowledgment of their 
favours. 
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CHAPTER I. 



Othello. What is the news ? 
Camo, Sonjething from Cypras, as I may dititie : 
It is a bttsiness of some heat. 

Shakspeabk. 



In Spain,, previous to the invasion of Napo- 
leon, the profession of arms, as in most absolute 
monarchies, formed in the .state a class quite 
cUstihct from all others. As it was principally 
l^family connexions, and court favour, that a 
man could obtain promotion, none who did not. 
belong to the rank commonly denominated 
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noble, or had no friends among the people then 
in office, ever thought of entering on a career, 
from the pursuit of which little advantage and 
less honour^ were to be derived. The army, 
therefore, was the exclusive patrimony of the 
younger sons of both the great and petty aristo- 
cracy, and of those wealthy plebeians who, under 
the auspices of that great leveller of conditions 
- — gold, being pretty certain of promotion, had 
ambition enough to gird on the sword, and wear 
the king's livery. 

The knowledge 'possessed by this class (as 
doubtless my reader readily suspects,) was not 
likely to cause much disquietude to government. 
In fact, no revolutionary notions or subversive 
principles, like those of their immediate suoces* 
sors, had yet entered the minds of men too much 
occupied in sporting their epaulettes at balls, 
bull-fights, pilgrimages, theatres, churches, and 
all other places of public resort and amuslsment, 
intriguing night and day, and staking their last 
real on the chances of a gaming-table 

To this happy state of ignorance, and indif- 
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ference with respect to their own more important 
interests, and those of their native land, were the 
military class of Spain reduced when Napoleon 
entered the Peninsula, with the intention (as 
he himself expressed it,) of regenerating the 
Spaniards. From that moment thousands of in- 
dividuals, who had much to lose by a regenera- 
tion, came forward of their own accord, or sent 
their children to serve in the armies that were 
in process of organization by the different pro- 
vincial juntas, to provide for the safety of the 
commonwealth ; and thus was that barrier, which 
till then had sepjEurated the military from the 
other classes of society, removed, not more by 
the force of circumstances, than by the absolute 
helplessness of that privileged set of men, who, 
<m such an emergency as this, could do little or 
nothing for the country that supported them. 

But notwithstanding the amalgamation which 
thus took place, a wide difference was still ob- 
servable between tbe veterans, or officers of the 
:old school, and those children of the revolution, 
who, by their efforts and abilities, bad raised 
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themselves to posts of confidence and conii;nand. 
These men, many of whom had belonged to the 
learned professions, or had just left the colleges 
and universities, were more capable of compre- 
hending and keeping pace with the gradual pro- 
gress of the political and moral information, 
which the piress of the country already began to 
put forth, and consequently less imbued with 
exclusive and military prejudices than the class of 
the veterans above mentioned. They, therefore, 
more readily adopted those innovations of the 
new government, which tended to do away with 
all unreasonable pretensions to superiority, than 
their companions, who never having accustomed 
themselves to the fatigue of thinking very deeply 
on any subject, looked upon every attempt at 
reform as a blow aimed at their natural rights. 
This difference of opinion produced warm dis- ^ 
cussions, high words, and now and then a broken 
head. 

As, however, it is by free discussion and in- 
vestigation alone, that prejudices are made W 
give way, and knowledge gains ground, and as 
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the last was now rapidly diffusing itself through- 
out the country, notwithstanding the state of 
agitation in which it was involved, many of the 
veteran officers gradually yielded to its influence, 
and became converts to the new doctrines; while 
others of the same school, who would not be 
persuaded by mere reasoning, found promotion 
to a higher rank too eloquent an argument to be 
strenuouslv resisted. 

On the other hand, nothing was more common, 
even amidst comfortless encampments, and after 
long and painfiil marches, than to see the officers 
eagerly perusing those works in which the prin- 
ciples of liberty were discussed ; while others, 
surrounded by their comrades, read aloud the 
contents of a political pamphlet, or some periodi- 
cal just received from the seat of government ; 
and again, some of those who understood those 
principles naore thoroughly than the rest might 
be seen standing on some elevated q)ot, explain- 
ing them to the uninformed soldiery, who eagerly 
pressed round to devour the information thus 
afforded* This active intercourse of ideas, which, 
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notwithstanding the toils of war, was exercised 
by all, uplifted the majority from the inaction to 
which they had been consigned for centuries be- 
fore, and thr6w them' into a state of restless but 
salutary agitation. 

With respect to those officers who composed 
the staff, as the majority of them had been se- 
lected by the provisional government from among 



the most enlightened members of the army, and 
from those youths furnished by the military col- 
leges, they were the best and firmest friends of 
the new institutions^ Thus we shall find, that, 
with the exceptiorf of some superior officers of 
the ancient regime, in whom the mistaken no- 
tions of military honour had taken too deep a root, 
nearlv all who held commissions in the service 
were favourable to the establishment of the con- 
^tutional system. Such was the statO' of public 
feeling among the troops on Ferdinand^s return 
to Spain, at which epoch our history opens. It 
was in every respect one of the most momentous 
in the annals of the country, its highest interests 
being at stake, and the future offering two pros^ 
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pects equally exciting, although most dissimilat 
in their results — the triumph of liberty or des- 
potism ; the achievement of glory or disgrace ; 
the election of civil war or slavery. Hence the 
minds of the military fluctuated in a painful an* 
certainty between doubt and hope; they caught 
with avidity at the news that came from the C2U 
pital, and anxiously watched Ferdinand^s slight^ 
est' motions, £(s if to infer from them' whether 
Spaniards would be brought back to shame and 
fiegradation, or be allowed still to retain the ex- 
alted station, to which their own heroic eflbits 
had raised them- 

Having thu«i given ah idea of the state of 
feeling and opinion aknong the troops, we shall 
proceed to our narrative, the thread of Which 
our readers will now be better able to follow;^ 
than if we had omitted the above indispensialile 
observations. 

Soon after the battle of Toulouse, the third 

.Spianish army, commanded by the Prince al 

Anglona, being quartei'ed at OrtesS, received 

orders to commence its march to the S{)ani8b 
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frontiers, there to form their encampments;. 
While the various divisions of the army occupied 
Irun and the adjacent towns, the head-quarlers 
were fixed at Ondres, which is a little village dis- 
tant a few miles from Bayonne, on the road to 
Dax, or rather a numbcF of houses forming a 
single street, and skirting the road which leads 
to those towns. It is situated in a delightful 
plain, chequered with vineyards, corn-fields, ' 
meadows, orchards, and neat country houses, 
some emerging from amidst clusters of the 
, richest foliage, and others offering to the eye 
symmetrical parterres, with alleys and groves of 
trees, cut into numberless fantastic shapes. 

In one of these delightful country seats, which 
stood on a Httle elevation, with which the Py- 
renees connected themselves by a long and varied 
chain of cliffs, some white with the snow of ages, 
and others covered to their very tops with brush- 
wood, intermingled with tall mountain trees, a 
young Spanish officer and his servant were bil- 
leted. The latter, whose dark eyes, swarthy 

* 

complexion, and sufficiently regular features. 
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the expression of ybich, when their, owner hap- 
pened to be in a silent mood, inclined to a degree 
of gravity, and even gloominess, though evi^* 
dently capable of assuming a very opposite ex** 
pression, showed him to be a CaJstiliim by birth, 
was reclining, at the moment our history open^^ 
on an upper front window of the house, smoking 
his cigar, and busily contrasting the scene before 
him with that in which he had spent the early 
part of his hfe. ** These Gabachos,''* said he 
to a comrade of his, who sat in the court below, 
^ certainly understand better than we do in our 
country how to make much of nothing. That 
nice pool of water in front of the house, not only 
{m>vide8 food and amusement to those who like 
fishmg and eating the carp and tench with 
which it is crammed, but also to the ducks and 
geese that go there to fatten, and acquire that 
taste between fish and fowl which renders them 
so palatable. Moreover it quenches the thirst of 
all the cattle of the farm, and waters the flowers 

* A Dick-name given in Spain to Frenchmen. 

B 8 



and plants of the parterre, and the vegetables of 
the kitchen-garden. Then the trees with which 
it is surrotmded are dl fruit-trees, nicely trim- 
med and properly taken cafe of; they oversha- 
dow it, give a coolness to the air around, and 
prevent the waters from being so soon dried up 
as they otherwise would in this hot weather. 
Now, I remember there was in my village a 
house, it was the hidalgo's, and the only one in- 
the village in front of which there was to be seen 
such another piece of water as that ; but it wasr 
half filled with thick mud, which made the water 
as black as ink, and unfit for any purposes — ^the 
cattle of the farm could not drink it, but were 
obliged to go one or two leagues distance to get 
good water; the flowers and plants (had our hi- 
dalgo, ever known there were such things in exist-* 
ence, and sought to lay out a parterre) would 
have either withered for want of water, or 
obtmned a quiet grave under that filth I speak 
of. As for fish, he might as soon have thought 
of putting a whale in Ijis pond ; and if he had, 
he knew well enough we all claimed art equal 
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l^ht to any we might luive put oursdves to the 
jtrouble of catchibg. Then for ducks and geese, 
they are not in fashion in Castile ; the reason of 
which I take to be, that we are ahready pretty 
well stocked with beings that resemble them on 
more than one account. And lastly, if our hi^ 
dalgo had ever planted .any thing ih th^ shape 
pf a tree, why the whole district woidd have 
made a pilgrimage to our village to see it !^ 

^^ And whose fault is that T^ enquired his 
iiomrade. ^^ Think you, we should prefer cab- 
bages and pippins to cauliflowers j^d artichokest 
ail elm or a pine to a peach-tree or pine-apple, 
were it not that we know but too well that the 
church would 'come, in for half their produce^ 
and the king for the other half? Zounds! th^ 
wond^ to me is that we have cabbages and pip- 
pins to eat, and pine-kernels to crack/' 

^' Ay, that^s true enough," said our friend 
Boque; ^^ but why do we not, as our master 
3ays, stand for our rights ? and why do we allow 
ourselves to, be harnessed, and drivai about lil^ 
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" Ay, indeed, why do we ?■" criod the other. 
" But if we must believe what is reported about 
4o-day, we may soon expect to wear more than 
one pack-saddle on our baclts." 

" What are the reports, then ?" enquired 
Boque. 

'* That the Constitution is gone to Old Nick, 
and the serviles are crowing ■victory ; that is 
all?" 

** And, by Judas Iscariot ! that is enough I 
But is that true, though ? How do you know 
it ?^ enquired Roque again. 

" Why, the Madrid mail, wfaicb is just ar- 
. rived, has brought the intelligenee, and I war- 
raat you tha% will be a pretty kick up by and 
bye." 

'* Zounds ! I 'It go and tell my master, though 
he'll go raving mad about it; still, perhaps, 
being such a fine s^mited j>outh as he is, he may 
be able tu suggest what is to be done, if the newt 
be true. But here comes a comrade. Halloo ! 
friend, what news?" 

" Here are some letters for your master; de- 
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]iver them to him immediately. I dare. say they 
are of importance, for I promise you there are 
, fine goings on in Spain.*' 

Saying this, he stuck them at the end of a 
pole, and lifted them up to Roque, who, seizing 
them, carefully examined th^ir SRiperscriplion* 
<^ This I know,^ said he to himself, as he looked 
over the first, ^' is the hand writing of Don Ig-* 
nacio Sandoval, my niaster^s father ; this other 
I don't know ; but this, I'll bet a dollar^ will 
make his heart bound again in his bosom. Bless 
the angel ! it is the first we have iseen of her for . 
these twelve months past. Til wager now she is 
dying to see him ; and I don't wonder at it, Ibi;. 

A 

they might have been married and happy long 
ago, if it hadn'^t been for this cursed long war; 
But patience awhile, my dear Senorita^ for we 
are already on our return ; and before the sum* 
mer is over, you may possess the hand of the best 
and handsomest youth in Spain.*^ 

After this soliloquy, Roque directed his steps 
towards a parlour, where our young hero was 
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tttting at a breakfeist taUe, between lus Vrmdt 
hostess and her handsome daughter, who like 
the girls of Beam, though naturally tunid and 
shy, appeared nevertheless quite at home in the 
presence of the amiable foreign guest, to whom, 
ia imitation of ^her mother, she was showing a 
thousand pleasing little attentions, which he re- 
caved with all that attractive gallantry that 
characterized his demeanour on such occasions. 
The host himself was not backward in tendering 
his civilities. " You must really," said he, ^* do 
honour to your country, by tasting of this ham ; 
lor it comes from Galicia, which as you well 
know is famous for its hams/' 

** Ay, that it is," said Roque, who presum- 
ing a good deal on his long services to bis master^ 
availed himself of every opportunity to thrust in 
his word, seldom considering whether his obser- 
vations were agreeable or not, ^^ thanks to the 
savoury and meally chesnuts with which the jpigs 
are there fed, whom, by the way, in that parti- 
cular, many of your countrymen w;ould envy. 
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But, Monsieur, I hope you did noit mean to hint 
that my master comes from Galiciaf* Why 
he might as well be a Frenchman !'' 

** Monsieur Roque,'*'' said the host, a little 
piqued at the v contemptuous sneer with whick 
the Castilian accompanied the last words, '^ I 
am a Frenchman, and would be very glad to 
haow in what you Castilians are supierior to 



us." 
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In the first instance,'' replied Roque, ** we 
should never send to that beggarly Galicia for 
ham^^ as you do, even if we were starving ; in 
the second, we never bake loaves of brown breads 
as large as theVheelsof a water-mill, to. save • 
fuel, and eat less bread by eating it stale ; in 
the third, we never make that execrable stuff 
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• It ought to be observed here, that Castilians have a 
High opinion of themselves, and always speak of othei^ 
Spaniuds somewhat cavalierly; but particularly of'tbe 
Galicians, whom they hold in great contempt, owing to 
the annual visits which the last pay to Castile, to perform 
that sort of work which the inhabitants would think them- 
selves dishonoured by undertaking, no matter what thei|: 
circon^stancesy such as vineyard-kee{>ers, watermen, tin- 
kers, &c. 
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which you call peiiUvin^ and which you give to 
your kbourers to drink, reserving to yourselvet 
the real juice of the grape, as if their throatu 
were of a diiFerent order from yours; in the 
fourth, we never wear either wooden clogs, or 
hempen sandals, as you do, according to the sea* 
son, but always good, strong leather shoes, with 
thick soles, well studded with hobnails ; in the 
fifth, we always wear breeches with long gaiters, 
,/ of good brown Segovia cloth, and vest and jacket 

of the same, while your peasantry seem quite sa-* 
tisfied with a short petticoat, not quite reaching' 
to the knees, and a waistcoat of ten thousand 
hues, or sometimes a shirt over ftl, the better to 
hide the want of the shirt that should be undgr 
aU; — ^in the sixth, ....'• 

Here our host inierrupted him, with a thou- 
sand pardons, and begged to assure him, that no 
Fritochman ever went about shirtless, adding 
that such an accusation was altogether groundless. 

** Then,'* said. Roque, ^^ to sum up, no Cas* 

tilian would ask a thousand pardons, and go ten 

;» leagues round about to tell another man, what 
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in plain terms means neither more nor less, you 
lier 

These words somewhat startled the host, who* 
was not quite prepared to hear such a plain 
speech. He knitted his brows, and then assumed 
a fierce look^ which however disappeared when 
he observed Sandoval, whose physiognomy, 
though of that placid cast of which a soft melan- 
choly is a prominent expression, when in a state 
of quietude, never failed to become animated 
when his feelings were in any manner roused, 
cast his dark and penetrating eyes on Roque, 
with a look of displeasure, accompanied by— 
** Peace, you knave I How dare you talk thus 
to a man who entertains you so generously in his 
house, and while he is performing an act of hos* 
pitality ? Another word, and Y\\ have you run 
the gauntlet.*** 

" What r exclaimed Roque, " and would . 
you really usejne so, after having served your- 
self and your family ever since I was bom ?" 

*' Even so,^* said his master. 

^^ I doubt it, though," returned he, " but, if 
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I were sure of it, you would never see again the 
colour of my coat. But it is always so with you ; 
you must needs take the part of these Gabachos, 
to whom no doubt you owe a great many obli- 
gations ; among which you may reckon as one, 
the misfortune that befel your beloved Dona 
Gabriela Lanza."" 

^^What misfortune is that?^ cried his mas- 
ter, in an agitated tone, his eyes lighting upi 
and sparkling like brilliants shaken before a 
light. 

'^ Why, have you not told me a hundred 
thousand thnes, that she must have fallen a sa^ 
crifice to the ferocity of the French, or else you 
would have heard from her before now .?" en- 
quired Roque, with an inward sentiment of plea^ 
sure, at seeing he had now his revanche (or the 
harsh words his master had. uttered. 

" Roque !'^ exclaimed Sandoval, in a melan- 
choly manner, after some minute's sUeijce, " de 
you take pleasure in giving me this pain ?" 

" Well, if I do," replied he, " have I not the 
Jneans to cure the pain I cause ? That I have 
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— and here'^ (drawing from his pocket the pack- 
age of letters, and tapping on the tc^ one) ^* i& 
real medicine for you, I know the reading of this 
letter will, ease your heart. It is from my lady 
Dona Gabriela, as sure as I am Roque.^' 

Sandoval eagerly snatched the package from 
his hands, and breaking the seal of the .one 
pointed out by his savant, commenced perusing 
it with the utmost avidity. As we haT« permis- 
sion to pry into its contents, we shall also extend 
this privilege to our readers. They were as f<d-n 
lows :*— - 

' . ^« Logrono, April 28th, 181f. 

My still dearly beloved Calisto, 
Although since your departure for the army, 
I have not received a single line from you, which 
might have soothed a little the pain of your pro- 
tracted absence, and although I am conscious 
you must have received some of the numerous 
letters I have sent you by every opportunity that 
offered itself, I will not yet believe the insidious 
rumours which at every moment I hear repeated 
by those who surround me, and by persons who» 
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arriving from France, affirm them to be true, 
from their own knowledge. Conscious of having 
given you na motive to act in any way unjustly 
towards me, I will not believe that, unmindful 
of those solemn promises, which by receiving* 
the sanction of our parents, bound us to each 
other, you have renounced me for ever^ and 
transferred to another that faith once pledged to 
me in love and truth. 

^^ Such, however, is the import of those 
rumours^ Am I wrong in believing you in* 
capable of so black a perfidy? I think I am not, 
though -your uninterrupted silence seems to 
encourage and confirm what is hourly rung in 
my ears. Should I, however, be mistaken in 
this, or should you have found an object worthier 
of your affection than your once beloved Ga- 
briela, I entreat you to tell me the whole truth ; 
for were I called upon to resign that hope which 
I have cherished for years within this heart, and 
which has supported me through your absence, 
the sacrifice would be made, though it cost me my 
life, provided I knew that it ^^% the only way 
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to ensure your happiness. But let me hope 
better. Let me put a more favourable con- 
Btructiou on your silence, and atiribule it to the 
prcsang duties, and peculiar ^fficulties of yout 
unsettled life, wbich must often prevent you 
from doing that which your heart desires. Still, 
did you but know how this psinful absence, has 
been embittered by the unfavourable reports 
which are here daily circulated, I am convinced 
you would snatch half an hour from your repose, 
to reUeve my mind from the aiixiety under which 
it labours. 

" In my former letters, I have given you an 
account of the gradual change which had been 
operating in my mother's mind, and which 
threatened to destroy every hope of an union, 
which she was the first to sanction and en- 
courage. I have now the grief to add, that it 
is so much conrflrmed that I tremble for the 
results, particularly as I know it springs from 
a source which nothing will be ever able to turn 
aside. Her excessive piety, which at all times 
placed her underlie absolute dominion of her 
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q>iritual directoF, has taken the alann about 
your religious principles, which father Lobo, 
her present confessor, has taken great piuns to 
iiepresent to her as bordering , on downright 
infidelity. He has even hinted^ that you belong 
to the society of free^masons ; that) while such 
is the case, you are out of the pale of the church, 
and that it would be on her part a mortal o£Pence 
to hold communion with you. You, who know 
how easily her scruples are raised, may form an 
idea of the horror with which she heard such 
appalling intelligence. Indeed, from that mo- 
ment, a complete revolution has taken place in 
her feelings; and she no longer speaks of you 
with the fondness of a tender and affectionate 
mother, as she used to do; on the contrary she 
avoids mentioning your name, and when she 
does, it is with a bitterness of expression amount* 
ing almost to detestation. In vain do I entreat 
her to suspend her judgment until the truth of 
such assertions shall have been proved, — Father 
Lobo has spoken, and she will not hear my 
fM*ayers, nor be touched bytny tears. 
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" I cannot guess the motiTes vtuoh have 
urged that wicked monk to defame jaat cha- 
racter, and niiD you in my tnotber's good 
ofHoion, unless it be on account of your liberal 
principles, to which he, like nS his colleagues, 
is most furiously opposed. Of late, indeed, he 
has introduced to our bouse a nephew of his, 
whose deformed and ferocious coimteaance 
makes me shudder, and whoee unpoUriied 
manners betray the lowness of his extnaction. 
This honid and frightful man persists in an- 
tM^ng me with his hateful attentituis; tboogh 
I have ^ven him to understand that they dis- 
please and offend me. I really know not what 
tbe end of all this will be. Certain it is, that 
I am nearly distracted by a complication of 
miseries, and that they will be greatly increased 
if you should keep me much longer in the 
painful anxie^, which jour long siioice has 



" If you still love me, and have any regard 
for your own character, you wilt write without 
th^ loss of an instant, were it only to quash 
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the injurious rumours, so assijiuoualy circulated 
agsdnst you. Meantime,* believe Jthat nothing 
shall ever shake the confidence. I .have.in. the 
sincerity of your affection, and that .mine shall 
cease only with my last bn^ath. . 

Garuiela.^' . 

Whikt Sandoval read this letter, his coun* 
tenance offered a forcible irepresentation of what 
he inwardly felt, — melting tenderness for.a being, 
the purity and fervour of whose affection filled 
his heart with gratitude,— offended pride at the 
unjust and inconsistent conduct of Gabriela's 
mother, in condemning him without even a 
hearing, — and wrath and indignation at the 
monk, whom he did not hesitate an instant to 
accuse of having intercepted both Gabriela's 
letters and his own. Having perused the letter 
again and again, he desired Roque to bring his 
portfolio, and immediately wrote one in answer 
to Gabriela'S) full of passion and tenderness, in 
which he assured her of the constancy of his 
affection, and i;itter foundlessness of the malicious 
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lepotts circulated ag^nst iiita. He likewiee 
wBote to Ddaa Aagda, Gabviela^ mother, ex 
ItteaaiDg baa astoaiatnaevt at the aodden resolo- 
tirai abe had takpn, and requestins, that, at ietaA, 
the would uispend faer judgraent imt^ he could 
answer perMHially the charges thus brougbt 
^wnst Mm ; and that these two letters shm^ 
not meet with the same fate as the otiterB, he 
resolved immedvitely on his arrival in Spain to 
s^ a trusty messenger with them. 

This duty performed, he next broke the leal . 
of hk r&ther'B letter. No sooner were his eyes 
set OD the paper, than they began moving with 
such rapidity as threatened to disappoint Hoque's 
curiosity, who stood opposite to him aidearour- 
mg to catch, from the expression (^ his physiog- 
nomy, some indication (^ the cont«Dts. To bis 
great reUef, howeviH', bis master paused awhile, 
and then he obs^ved that as be proceeded in 
the perusal of it, his eyes kindled more and 
moKy and his cheeks became flushed with a 
deeper red. The hand that held the paper now 
began to shake with i^tation, while the fingers 
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of the other beat a quick measure on th^ table. 
Presently, his lips became compressed, and the 
word "traitor!" burst forth with such marked 
feelings of indignation, that the French family, 
,who stood looking on, apparently astonished at 
his agitation, were fairly frightened out of the 
room. 

When he had finished reading his letter, he 
started up from his seat, and asked his servant 
for his sword, with a tone and a look that clear- 
ly intimated his wish not to be annoyed with 
questions. Roque, though burning with cu- 
riosity to know the cause of his master's excited 
feelings, took the hint, and' placed the sword in 
\is hands without uttering a single word ; but 
was fully determined to follow him and see 
where all this would end. Consequently, as 
soon as Sandoval left the house, he snatched up 
bis own weapon and rm after him^ 
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CHAPTER II. 

By opprMsion's woes and pains. 
By your sons in servile chains,. 
We will drain our dearest veins. 

Bat they shall be free. 



BuaNS« 



As they proceeded with hasty steps towards 
the little square, the only one in the village, a 
great bustle was observable among both the 
officers and soldiers, which indicated that some- 
thing unusual and alarming was about to take 
place. Most of them were armed from head to 
foot, and ran about with their naked swords, vo- 
ciferating " to the square, to the square/' At 
tliis' moment a drummer passed by Sandoval 
carrying his drum on his back. ^^ Beat the 
^enera2e quickly ,'' cried he to him, ^'and on 

your life tell your comrades to do the same.^ 
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The drummer instantly jerking his di*um off 
his shoulders began to perfonn his part with 
more than usual vigour and alacrity, seemingly 
delighted to be thus allowed to add the noise of 
his instrument to the great confusion that al- 
ready prevailed.— *^ Pino T cried he to one of 
his comrades who was seen sauntering about^ 
^^ get thee gone for thy drum, man, and let us 
awaken the devil from his slumber, that he may 
preside at the glorious row which is now in the 
wind. — Why are you gaping there you block- 
head," added he, seeing that his comrade took 
no notice of ^at he said, ^< do not your fingers 
itch to be employed as mine are ? Aye^ I dare 
say they do ; but had you been a man of fore- 
sight you would have come out prepared as I 
did/* 

<^ Mind your shoulders do not smart before 
many minutes are Over, Master Foresight/^ said 
his comrade with a significant look; and no 
sooner had he said it, than the luckless druitimer 
felt a smart lash across his back« 

" How now you knave, what do you mean 
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by this ncHse ?^* cried the squeaking voice of 
General Bo^riquez, who held the ofSce oi Quar* 
ter Master General to the army, — an ancient 
looking personage^ wearing a wig with a long 
pig-tsdl, a hat in the style of Frederick of Prus- 
sia, high riding boots, not unlike those of a 
French postilion, a Toledo sword nearly as long 
as its own^, a uniform coat, a precious monu* 
ment of the good old times, shaped in front Hke 
a court dress, and with skirts so humble that they 
nearly kissed the ground, and lastly that essential 
part of ah anci^st officer^s accoutrement, ^ long 
cane with a gold top. This officer, who to a 
long and lanky figure, jmned a no less long and 
lanky face, was a true diip of that ancient block 
of which randd prejudice, false pretensions to 
honour, total incapacity, and innate love of com- 
mand form the principal qualities^ As he made 
his icfaief occupation to consist in checking 'the 
young officers for what he called << the mania of 
politicizing," and hammering into the heads of 
the privates, the doctrine of passive obedience, 
lie could not conceive how after so many ex- 
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hortations of his, both officers and soldiers should 
•be running about uttering imprecations against 
his royal master, and sending all his dear friends 
to the infernal regions. Consequently he ac- 
costed the drummer in the above-mentioned 
•manner, but so incensed was he against the 
caitiff for beating the generak out of all 
regularity, that had he found in his heart 
sufficient courage to draw his tcledana^ he 
>vould have run him through upon the spot. 
However, as he was always rather loath to un- 
sheath his sword for hostile purposes, and. as, 
moreover; ^the ancient regulations by whichJhe go- 
verned his conduct, were not peremptory on iHm 
point, he contented himself with laying his cane 
again and again on the poor drummer's shoulders, 
end repeating the question inverted in various 
ways, as-^** What do you mean by this noise, 
you knave ? You knave, what do you mean by 
this noise ? Sec. Does not Chapter XXI, page 
99, of our book of ordinances expressly forbid a 
drummer to beat the generate^ unless commanded 
to do so by his drum-major, who is himself un- 
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der the immediate command of his Colonel, 
whose orders he may receive through' the Ad- 
jutant ?'' 

' The drummer pointing with his drum-stick 
towards Sandoval, who was at that moment a 
little farther on, engaged in an animated conver- 
sation with another officer, the countenance of 
the latter gradually assuming that expresaon of 
wrath and indignation, which was so forcibly 
stampt on our heroes — said to the pig-tailed 6e- 
ral, ^^ You must address that question to Cap- 
tain Sandoval,*' — and then applying his hand to 

the drum, re commenced his occupation with 

t 

redoubled vigour, ' . ' * 

Our General now walked towards-' Sandoval 
with as stately a step, as the hurry, of his feel" 
ings permitted, uttering as he went along, some 
favourite words of his own, which, even during 
his sle^p, he was frequently heard to utter, and 
which comprised the whole range of his ideas ; 
namely, '^ discipline, subordination, ordinances, 
and passive obedience.^ On approaching the 
place where our hero stood conversing with 
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his oomracle» die andebt chief ceranoniously 
touching his hat, begged to know the reason of 
his commanding a drummer to beat the gew^ 
T(de. — '< Ton must be aware. Captain,^ added 
he, ^ tkat you have assumed, in this instance, a 
right which is no where assigned to you in our 
military ordinanoes; for if you look into them 
you will ihid in Chapter XXT, page 99, of the 
book aforesaid, that to the drum-major alone 
belongs the issuing of orders to his drummers. 
But this totdl subversion of our military regula- 
tions, is of a piece with those levelling principles, 
now so mudi in fioshion with our young upstarts, 
who, ignorant of every rule of discipline, strive 
to establish a system that precludes the respect 
due to superior officers, which, however, is the 
only true imd sound foundation of social order. 
S'et, you. Captain, methinks ought to know 
better. Your noble birth, and die fiact of hav* 
ing studied at the Military College of Segovia, 
ought to inspire you with the ven^adon which 
we all should feel for our book of ordinances.*^ 
Sandoval listened to this discourse with all the. 
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patience which the r^espeet he entertained for hig 
superiors usually imposed on him ; but the 
feelings which had urged him to lay aside the 
rules oi discipline on this occasion being too 
powerful to be so easily contrc^uled, he answered 
rather sharply, thai be had hitherto proved, by 
his conduct, he was not ignorant of the military 
regulations; but that when he conceived the 
interests of his country were at stake, he would 
not hesitate an instant in lajring empty forms 
aside, and doing that which ha considered right 
to secure those interests. 

^^ Empty forms r ejaculated the ancient chief, 
astonished and appalled at his riosh words. ^< Hark 
you, young gentleman, I have always had a par* 
ticular hking for you ; because your conduct in 
the field has always been that of a true and 
gallant soldier, and because you are a Castilian 
of noble birth, and becoming morals; but do 
you know the import of those words ? ^ Empty 
forms r Are you ignorant that our bopk of 
ordinances ought to be to us, military men, what 
the book of the Gospels is to all Christian8-«the 
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fountain from which we ought to drink the pre-^ 
cepts of our military conduct ? Why,, what 
says the edict of the King our Lord and Mas- 
ter, at the beginning of the ordinances, immedi- 
ately after the table of contents, and before 
Chapter I ? Does it not expressly say, that^ "^ 

*^ For' heaven's sake. Sir, spare me what is 
said there, '^ interrupted Sandoval, rather ab- 
ruptly,: "I have already told you, that, in this 
instance, I care not a straw for what the book of 
ordinances says. « If I act contrary, to it, I do so 
on my own responsibility, and allow raPto add, 
that I will act so, even if by so doing I give my 
friends an opportunity of displaying at a court 
martial their knowledge of the ordinances.*" 

With this answer, which he expected would 
have overwhelmed the Quarter-Master General, 
and released him from his hold, he attempted a 
salutation ; but the indefatigable citer, in his 
zeal to explain the ordinances, grasped more ^ 
firmly the button which he had seized a moment 
before, and exclaimed — " Then you grant that 
you will come under Book VIII, Chapter X, 
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which treats on military crimes, and more parti- 
cularly under paragraph 53, page 286, which 
says, in speaking of tumultuary movements, that 
they who should excite them shall undergo cor- 
poral punishment, or even death, according, to 
the degree of mischief arising therefrom. But 
I'll tell you the very words, — * he who without 

' d just motive- ^ 

• Here our hero lost all patience — " Sir, Sir," 
he exclaimed, " do you imagine that I hkve no- 
thing else to do than stand hare listening to your 
jargon? I request you will let my button go, 
else. Sir, you'll compel me to use some measure 
repugnant to my feelings, and contrary to the 
duty I owe to your rank and grey hairs." 
' Here he touched the hilt of his sword, which 
no sooner was observed by the doughty General^ 
than he feel back to a respectful distance, ex- 
claiming, ** By my faith ! Sir, then you have 
forgotten altogether the book of which I speak 
— Do you not recollect, that Book VIII, Chap- 
ter X, paragraph 47, which treats on duels ? or 
the edict at the end of the ordinances, where it 
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is expressly said, that whoever i^ould at any 
time grasp a weapon, no matter of what aoirt, 
for the purpose of obtaining private satisfiBustion, 
shall undergo the penalty of death by hanging, 
being previously degraded of his rank, orders 
and distinctions, if he happen to have any, as 
well as his seconds, antagonists, and abettors ; 
nay, even those who, suspecting. thdrinlentioDa, 
neglect giving infonnaU(Hi to the proper autho- 
rities ?'* : 

The greatest past ci this harangue, Sandoval 
and his companion lost; for no sooner hdd 'the 
pragmatical Genial quitted his hold on the but* 
ton, than they both walked away towards the 
square, leavmg lum behind to opnclude it in scv 
liloquy, and ruminate on some oUier chapter of 
the ordinances. 

In the square, tJie crowd of oflSoers and sol^ 
diers assembled there, and -forming diflSnrgctt 
groups, presented an almost terrific^ight . Some 
of them ^re seen waving on high the letters 
they had received by that day's post, and voei* 
ferating th^ contents to their comxodes, who 
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iiow4md then broke out into indigiiaat exelama^ 
tioiis, flourished then* swords wiA looks in itbieh 
fege «nd .indignatioa were strongly depicted. 
Tb^r ^M^'bri^t«yes, as they glanced around^ 
a{i|>eared to esait eparl^es, and their frowning 
eye-brows, wrinkled foreheads, compressed lip^ 
and clenched teeth, seemed tothreaten a sudden 
and geneial burst of "ncdence. 

Wjbep ^lando^al 'reached the middle of the 
square, he leapt up<Hi a table, which liaid been 
left there by some of the market-women, and 
from which an officer had just descended, and 
.waying in his uplifted hand his father^s letter, 
caUed the .attention of the various groups :«!* 
*^ Gentlemen i^^ cried he, with a powerful and 
disftinet Yoke, *' I hold in my hand a letter from 
Madrid, which I beg leave to read to you. Its 
contents will doubtless excite every honest man's 
indignation; . but if we follow the adviee oon» 
lained in it, we may yet defeat the homdraa- 
chinatioiis of a few traitors, who wish ta«iialave 
liS'ier ever; we may yet snateh oilr dearly 
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beloved country from the utter ruin and de- 
gradation into which they seek to plunge her." 

^^ Read, read,^' cried a multitude of voices, 
and an instantaneous hush spreading itself 
through the multitude, Sandoval read as fol- 
lows: — 
' " My beloved son, 

"I have this instant received a letter from 
Count Montijo, who with many other grandees 
a few da} s ago set off for Valencia, with the 
avowed intention of complimenting king Ferdi- 
nand on his return to the throne of Spain ; but, 
as it turned out, upon a very different mission. 
In this letter, which is a compound of folly and 
villainy, he advises me, as a friend — he my 
friend ! — instantly to quit the capital for a foreign 
country, as everything is now arranged between 
the king, the servile party, and some perjured 
troops, at the head of which is Elio, to overthroj^ 
the sacred code raised by the sacrifice of our fof- 
tunes, and cemented by our blood !^ * 

Here a general burst of indignation interrupted 
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the speaker, and exclamations of '^ villain,'^ 
" traitor," " ingrate," ran from mouth to mouth. 
" It appears now,^ resumed Sandoval, "that 
Ferdinand^s object in going out of his road, and 
against the express directions of the Cortes to 
Zaragoza, was not that professed by him^ — of 
gratifying a laudable curiosity, by visiting the 
glorious ruins of that Numantia of modem his- 
tory. No, that was the. mask with which he 
covered the blackest and most perfidious inten* 
tions. His journey was undertaken purely with 
the view of pving traitors and knaves time to 
remove the obstacles which opposed themselves 
to their meditated perfidy. It was indispensable 
before the blow was struek, to blacken the.cha- 
racter of the victim they wished to sacrifice, and 
present it to the world as a pernicious monster, 
worthy of the fate they marked out for it ; and 
with this object hundreds of subversive pam- 
phlets, every line of which breathes vengeance 
and blood, have been circulated in that city, the 
king himself giving his sanction to these disgrace- 
ful proceedings ! I have, however^ been informed 



40 



SANDOVAL; OB9 



that his perverse intention to overturn the con* 
stitution, has been formed only since hb arrival 
at Valencia, where, it is asserted » an address, 
signed by several members of the Cortes, re>* 
questing him to annul all tiiat has been done in 
Spain during his absence, was what principally 
induced him to adopt that measure. This is 
more than probable, since, to my knowledge, the 
.most base and treacherous means have been re- 
sorted to here by those tr^tors who style them- 
selves, the friends of the king, to obtain from 
several members of the Cortes, remarkable for 
their weakness and timidity, signatures for a 
secret document, the nature of which is not very 
difficult to guess. Besides, it is enough to obt 
serve the barefaced exultation of the servile 
party, the unreserved expression of their senti- 
ments, the insolent and open threats which they 
unhesi^tingly denounce against the liberals, and 
the undismayed efiiontery with which they ct^rry 
on th^ir once secret meetings, to enable any one 
to conclude that they are now pret^ sure of sue* 
cess. Yet strange as it may appear, the govern- 
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ment sees all these ominous indications of dieir 
ruin, the Cortes hear the distant thunder rolling 
along the sky, and momently approaching the 
▼ery precincts of thdr temple, and yet no voice 
is raised to excite the people and their defenders 
to rise and strike at tyranny. On the contrary, 
we have heard even patriots say, that no blood 
but our own shall be spilt! Must we then 
tamely yield' up for ever all our dearest rights 
and interests, consent to oiur ruin and degrada* 
tioo, and fall without a struggle ? — nay, must we 
be earned bound hand and foot to the scaffold ? 
I ask this of thee, my son, and you must ask it 
of your oompanioDB in arms.'*' 

As Sandoval pronounced these watds he 
paused, and cast his eyes around on the soldiery. 
^ No, it shall not be,^' was emphatically shouted 
forth by all the i^pectators, as if they had been 
ipspired by one sentiment. ^^ Death to the trai« 
tors r* *< Death to the ingrate king l^ " L<nig 
live the Constituticxi !^ 

<^ Comrades !*' cried SandovaL ^^ a word more* 
and I have done.^ A deep silence again pre^ 
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vailed, and he resumed his reading: — ^^ Since 
those who stand at the helm of the state, over- 
come by their own fears, have so far lost all con- 
fidence in themselves as to be unable to steer the 
vessel any longer in safety, it is the duty of every" 
true patriot to act without their concurrence in 
rescuing it from destruction. I therefore suggest 
that some general of experience, who to a well- 
tried love of his country joins the ambition of . 
rendlering his name immortal, may be selected 
from among those who are now on the frontiers, 
at the head of so many brave men, and that, ac- 
companied by all those who wish to share in this 
glorious enterprise, he may, without the loss of 
one instant, march hither to the capital, to prevent 
the subversion of our dearly bought institutions. 
This is the only step which can save us in this 
painful crisis. It ought, indeed^ to have been 
adopted long before this time ; but, I still hope, 
that it is not too late, and moreover, that though, 
unfortunately, a few military have been found 
weak enough to allow themselves to be seduced 
from their duty, and become traitors to their 
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country, there are others, and these more numer- 
ous than the peijured party, who will know how 
to preserve unstained the true chairacter of sol- 
diers, and the honour of Spain. I exhort you 
and your friends to act with promptness and 
decision." 

' On the conclusion of this letter the air rent 
with cries of « To Madrid ! To Madrid !" But 
public attention being immediately called to se- 
verid officers, who also read aloud the letters 
they had received, all tending to question the 
purity of Ferdinand'*s intentions, - and all con- 
gurring in the opinion that some bold measure 
should be instantaneously adopted, to defeat so 
much treachery and ingratitude, the groups re- 
tained their places, and with every letter that 
was read their indignation increased, till at 
length nothing was heard but threats and im- 
precations against the ingrate king, and his per- 
fidious counsellors. The tumult now increased, 
and with it the fury of the military. A thou- 
sand opinions were delivered, and as many reso- 
lutions proposed ; but, ad it invariably happen* 
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in popular commotions, the one superseded the 
other, and nothing but noise and confusion pre- 
vailed. Had tbejr listened only to the impulse 
of their wrath, the first movement would have 
been to seize their arms, and commence their 
march to Madrid, to revenge the meditated in- 
oilt to the nation ; but besides that, the various 
diidsions which ccMnpog^ the army were already 
in full march, and far from head-quarters, the 
General-in-Chief, the Prince of Angloha, had 
not yet returned from Toulpuse, where he 'had 
gone to congratulate the Generalissimo, Duke of 
Wellington, on his splendid victory over Soult's 
troops ; and no great reliance could be placed 
on his second in command^ Gmeral Cienfuegos, 
who, though a man*very well disposed to favour 
the cause of liberty, was of too timid and irre> 
solute a disposition to Uke any decisive steps to 
insure its success. 

Whilst matters remained in this state of con- 
fusion, every man recommending bis own plan 
as the best, Sandoval, oonvinced they had not a 
moment to lose, cried out with a stentorian voice. 
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that as it was of the highest importance that aU 
the army should act unanimoi^ly on this point, 
he. would propose that commissioners should 
immediately be sent to the other divisions, to' 
insure their concurrence ; and also, that the oath 
to the Constitution should again be pubhdy 
taken, and a report of their proceedings be sent 
to government, to convince them thut the third 
army was ready to support the Consdtutidn to 
the last drop of blood. This proposition, being 
'seconded by Don Francisco Ferrez, chief of the 
staff, was unanimously adopted by the whole 
crowd, umidst tremendous shouts of >< Viva la 
Constitudon r 

The whole mass now poured forwards, like a 
torrent, to the house of the chief of the staff. 
The colours of the re^^ents floated in the wind ; 
the drums and fifes struck up a quick and lively 
measure; and the swords and muskets of the 
soldiery, who followed promiscuously in the rear 
of the body of of&cers,'glittering in the sunlight, 
formed a brilliant and inspiring spectacle. At 
all times a large mass of men, acting under the 
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same impulse, has in itself a very imposing ef-> 
feet ; but when to unanimity of action a deep 
feeling of injury and a strong excitement of the 
passions are added, the effect then is more than 
imposing— it is overwhelming and terrific. The 
inhabitants of the village, as if impressed with 
this sentiment, were seen peeping behind the 
blinds of their windows, or the hedges which 
border the various winding paths that led to 
their houses ; but neither male nor female durst 
appear openly before this moving phalanx of 
wrath and power. 

On reaching the house of the chief of the 
staiF, the principal chaplain of the army, clad 
in his white surplice, and with the book of the 
Gospels in his hand, presented himself on the 
threshold of the house, which formed a kind of 
portico, and in a loud, impres^ve voice, admi- 
nistered to the different chiefs there assembled 

4 

the oath by which they pledged themselves to 
defend the" Constitution of the realm to the last 
drop of their blood ; and having kissed the sa.- 
cred volume, proceeded to admimster the same 
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oath to the troops, who filed off under the un- 
furled standards, the officers kissmg them with 
patriotic ardour and sincerity as they passed 
underneath. During this ceremony a religious 
^lence was observed by all ; but no sooner was 
it over, than the air resounded with a burst of 
music from the military bands, striking up pa- 
triotic hymns, accompanied by loud cries of 
" Viva la Constitticion r 

The officers ^then signed their names to the 
declaration that was to be sent to the govern^ 
ment, and immediately afterwards retired to 
their respective quarters, somewhat relieved by 
having thus given expression to the feelings 
which had oppressed and agitated them just 
before. 



I • 



48 



SANDOVAL; Oft, 



CHAPTER III ' 



Return to Xerxes ; tell him on this rock 
The Grecians, faithful to tbeir post, await 
His chosen myriads ; tell hfanthou hast teen 
How far the lust of empire is below 
A free-born mind ; and tell him to behold 
A tyrant humbled, and by Tirtnous death 
To seal my country's freedom, is a good 
Surpassing all his boasted pow'r can give. 

Glov^b's Lsonioas. 



Early on the following day, the staff pro* 
ceeded on their march to Irun, which they 
reached about evening, when orders were issued 
for their sojourn till the arrival of the Greneral- 
in-Chief, which took place a few days after. 
Meantime the ordinary marches of the other 
divii^ons of the army had been a great obstacle 
to effecting those resolutions formed at Ondres, 
by the officers at head-quarter9> for ensuring 



1^.V<»«.^ 1,^,^1, .^^^i .. 



•■ v^. 



I 

THE FREEMASOK. 49 

unmmmity and acting in concert with their com- 
rades and friends. It was not easy for them, 
while the latter were distant from each other, 
and frequently shifting their quarters, to consult 
and agree on their plans with tliat promjitness 
which ckcumstances demanded. This impedi. 
meiit, joined to the more serious one of receiving 
no official orders from the government, which, 
by sanctioning their resolutions, mi^t give* con* 
fidence to their party, gave their enemies, who 
had, by a well-concerted system, laboured with 
great activity, a decided advantage 6ver them. 
The resources of the former, too, were confined 
to simple appeals to friendship, honour, and ps« 
triotism, while those of thfe latter were backed 
by the more tangible incentives of active gold, 
and the alluring prospect of promotion and dis- 
tinctions. The king and the clergy had both 
these powerful means in their hands, and their 
agents did not peglect to lavish the one on the 
subaltern and the soldier, and promise the other 
to their chiefs. 

Such was the state of things among the third 
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army, when three days after the arrival of the^ 

\ 

staff at Irun, positive n^ws of the treachery of 
Elio reached the encampment, as well as. some 
copies of that fatal and ever-memorable decree 
c£ the 4th of May, in which the code containing 
the rights of the Spaniards — that dearly earned 
reward of all their toils, and the pride of every 
patriot— was declared null and void. That same 
day, too, doubtless by some well-concerted com- 
bination of the servile faction, and as if to crush 
their opponents by repeated blows, an officer 
received a letter from Puente la H^yna, a town 
in Navarre, where the army of reserve, com- 
manded by the traitor Abisbal, had its head- 
quarters. In this letter was inclosed the pro- 
clamation issued by that general, in which he 
exhorted his troops openly to declare in favour 
of the absolute king, and against that, govern- 
ment to which they owed their existence, and 
which still had their oaths and his. The pdpu- 
l^r scenes of this day arc well worth recording, , 
as shewing the spirit which prevailed in the 
mass of the pailitjary ; but before we attempt to 
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desgribe them/- we must follow our hero on a 
little excursion to Passages, whither he had 
early that .morning bent his course on th^ sum- 
mons of a mysterious billet, which had reached 
him at a late hour of the {oevious night, and 
which ran thus : — 

^^ One who loves you, and is most anxious to 
save you from ruin and 'disgrace, will give you, 
to-morrow morning, an opportunity of overcom- 
ing your present dangers, provided you will go 
to Passages, and meet a friend of his on the pier 
at ax o'clock precisely.'^ ' • .* * 

What these dangers were, Sandoval could not 
tell; but he determined to go and ascertain 
them. No sooner had the day dawned than 
he was seen on the mountain rcmd wliich led to * 
the place of rendezvous. 

The country about Irun presents many pro- 
spects, which may be equalkd but not- surpassed 
by any in the world ; as, however,' they have 
abeady frequently figured in the worka of tra- 
velers, we shall pass them over in silence, and 
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follow Sandoval through a wild, romantic path 
over the mountains, which as being much shorter, 
he followed in preference to the beaten road. 
This path, at first bordered with verdant slopes 
gently riaihg one above another, presented every 
where a scene of rural life and animation, that 
baffles all power of description. The Biscaylin 
women, industrious, robust, and fine made, 
ware already busily employed in their rural 
labours. They might here be seen arranged 
in regular files, in which all was order and 
uniformity, employed in dig^ng the earth. 
The regularity and simultaneousness of their 
varied motions gave a singular and pleasing 
/effect to th^ labours, and assisted them, morew 
over, to work with greater ease and rapidity, as 
it obliged every one to keep up in the line fonped 
by her companions. The forked spade with 
which they till thar land, though in reality 
large and heavy, is well suited to the mounr 
tainous nature of the country, and ennbles them 
to cultivate eten the precipitous sides of the 
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most abrupt hills, where no oxen could tread; 
hence the state of high cultivation which this 
province every where presents. 

On the other hand the elegant villas and neat 
built iarms with wh?ch those verdant slopes are 
interspersed, and which have in front of them 
tasteful parterres, and behind well stored kitchen 
gardens, both surrounded with luxuriant or- 
chards, and tall majestic tre^ presented a busy 
scene of men and women employed in gardening, 
milking cows, mowing grass, felling wood, feed- 
ing cattle, pigs and poultry, in a word perfbrmitig 
all the morning duties of the farms; Some, too, 
were employed in catching birds, t>f which the 
people of this province are passionately fond, 
whether (oc the purpose of keeping in cag^ 
/ or for making pates and fricassees. At a dis- 
tance from the kitchen garden, there is inva- 
riably a plot of ground exdusively devoted to 
the featibered tribe, in which maize, hemp, and 
various other seeds, are grown for their use. 
A grove of trees and a little pool, sliaded by 
thick shrubs, render still more^attractive this de* 
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lidous retreat ; in front of whidi stands a little 
summer-house, so cxHupletdy concealed by the 
creeping, plants which overrun it, that nothing 
of its masonry is seen. Here those persons, who 
either find amusement or . profit in catching 
birds, repair, and watch the favourable mo* 
ment to pull the strings of a net, which com<* 
municates with the house, and is laid out doee 
by the pool, where several cages with decoy 
birds and domestic fowls, tied by secret 
threads, are also placed to allure those which 
still soar above in freedom. 

But to continue our path. — ^After these 
smiling hills, the scene suddenly shifts to a 
frowning mountain, crowned with thick plan- 
tations of tall mountain-trees ; while, here and 
there, the winding path on each side is over^ 
hung by bold and craggy rocks, whose jetting 
summits form a kind of archway over the tra- 
veller'*s head. From the summit of this moun- 
tain the eye wanders over a most magnificent and 
sublime landscape, presenting in one glorious 
picture a succession of fertile dales and var' 
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ried hills, narrow ravines and winding streams, 
]ofty mountains, and, lastly, the ocean itself 
spreading its broad and ample bosom in the dis- 
tance. On descending this mountain, the lulling 
noise of gushing rivulets, forming a succession 
of foaming cascades (some of which are hurled 
from such a height, that their fldling waters 
rise again, and cling around the cli£Ps in dense 
mists) keep the senses absorbed in sweet con- 
templative lethargy; but, as the traveller de- 
scends still lower, the sides of the path again 
bring him within sight of orchards, tillage and 
green meadows, and he beholds at no great dis* 
tance the picturesque convent of the Capuchin 
friars, embosomed in a cluster of fine majestic 
trees. Beyond this, lies Passages, surrounded by 
a bold and abrupt chain of cliffs, so closely con^ 
nected with each other, that it is only through 
a small aperture a glimpse of the distant sea 
is again discernible. 

To this spot it was tfaat^ our hero directed 
his steps. As he approached the pier, he saw 
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some thirty or forty womeii} drawn up in 
line, all armed with oars, and dressed alike, 
.with a broad-brimmed hat lightly thrown on 
one side of the head, a clean white kerchief 
underneath falling about their ears, and long 
tresses of dark hair floating about their 
shoulders, a loose jeipi jacket, a short petti- 
coat of various cplpurs^ readiing to about the 
calf of their naked legs, and small Aoes 
graced with large bows. As soon as they 
|)erceiyed him, they set up a hallooing in 
the dialect of the district^ the more strange 
'and' deafening as both their voices and ages 
differed considerably; and, as if their loud 
dattering were insufficient to express their 
wishes, they accompanied the: whole with the 
moat extraordinary contortions of the mouth, 
eyes, head, arms, and legs ; and yet, with all 
this eagierness for preference, no one dared 
to advance a step beyond the line marked 
out by theniselves. Tl\us they aU remained 
stationary, until Sandoval succeeded in making 
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them undentand tfaaK his object W9B not to go 
on the water, when they immediateiy broke the 
line and dispersed, each her Own way. 

Having walked backward and forward 
for about twenty minutes, Sandoval at buft 
distinguished a light skiff with four Bis- 
cayan women pulling most vigorously to the 
shore. At the stern sat a man, apparently an 
officer, in a military cocked hat and cloak, with 
which he was so muffled up, ihol his features 
could not be discerned, even by those who were 
in .the skiff with him. No sooner was she 
moored, than he rose, and throwing a dollar to 
the women^ who immediately commenced a most 
animated conversation among themsdVes, which 
threateoed to end in blows, he walked towards 
Sandoval, and, without unmufiling, addressed 
him in the following words. — <^If I am not 
mistaken, you are Dmi Calisto Sandoval.'^ 

^^ I am,''' replied he, fixing his eyes on the 
stranger, aijid endeavouring to discover who he 
was. Unable, however, to succeed, he inquired 
if he might be favoured with the name of one, 
who seemed so well acquainted with his. 
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^^ Tou shaQ know it in due time,^ said the 
stranger. ^^ At present let us Walk towards the 
glen yonder; for I have business of a secret 
nature to discuss with you, which requires a 
more secluded place of conference than this.**^ 

^'With all my heart,^' said Sandoval, toucb- 
ing the hilt of his sword in a manner whicb 
could not fail to be observed by the stranger. 

" You seem to have there a trusty com- 
panion,^ remarked this last. 

^f It has proved so to me in many a rei^ 
contre,r said Sandoval, <<and I trust I shall 
find it still unchanged.^ . 

" Well !" exclaimed the stranger, *^ they 
say, that he who fears death is better prepared 
to avoid* it; but make your xxiind easy, for I 
have no hostile intentions towards you.*" 

^' BfS it so, though I care little whether your 
intentions be hostile or not. Fair play I am 
. entitled to, from a man of hcmour ; and as long 
as I have that,, there are few men I fear.**^ This 
Sandoval uttered in an apparently careless tone, 
yet very desirous to ascertain this point; for 
though he was no coward, he knew too well that 
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many a foul deed had been done about that 
pariod by the servile faction, who would have 
had little scruple in getting rid, by £^ny means, 
of one who took no great pains tp conceal his 
pitndples. 

" Were I an enemy of yours,'' said the 
stranger, ^^ I have no hesitation in saying, you 
should have fair play, and yet I would be 
numbered by you among the few you fear." 

^^ I am glad to hear it," cried Sandoval, ^ for 
no villain ever would dare to measiu'e his sword 
with mine." 

After this brief conversation, they both walked 
silently towards the spot pointed out by the 
stranger. It was a wild, solitary dale, where 
one or two shepherds huts only were seen, 
pevched like airies near the tops of some of the 
cli£Ps. A single rivulet, bordered by a few 
cherry and apple-trees, U^ther with some goats, 
which were climbing to the summit of the sur- 
rounding rocks, were the only moving objects 
that could be discerned at the moment the two 
officers entered the ^en. 

" We are now out pf ctbe reach of any man's 
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iiearing)^ said the stranger still muffled up in )m 
cioaky and if possible concealing still more his 
face, "^^ and I may now ealely disclose to you my 
mission* But, before I beginy- I must request 
of you to be satisfied with what you see of me, 
and to make no attempt to discover who I am. 
Were you less hot-headed,^ continued he, 
^^ thefe would be no need of any of this 
mystery,, but as I know how easily your blood 
rises, particularly if the justice of your political 
principles is questioned by any one, I thought 
it wiser to take these extraordinary precautions.^ 

^^ And is it. Sir, for the purpose of discussing 
these, that I am called to this spot by you ?^ en- 
quired Sandoval. 

^"^ A little patience, Senor Don Calisto,^ re- 
torted the stranger ; << I have no more to do with 
the matter in qi4%tion than a simple bearer of a 
message can have. Allow me to lay it before 
you, and then you will judge and decide either 
for, or against, just as you may chance to be in 
the humour. My duty will be performed by 
listening to your answer. Atid now. Sir, to 
begin — You have some influence on the Prince 
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of AngIdna*B mind, and a great deal, on that of 
General Cienfuegos. Have you notP'^* 
' ** The Prince," replied Sandoval, " has eon- 
descended now luid then to listen favourably to 
some of the propositions made by me; and upon 
this foundation alone rests the reputation I 
may have acquired of possessing some influence 
on his mind. With respect to General Cien« 
fuegos, his excessive good nature, and great 
kindness to me, have on my part excited 
feelings of this livetiest gratitude, and I have 
endeavoured to perform all that duty and the 
respect I have for him required of me; biit I 
potest against the assumption that 1 exercise 
any undue influence over his mind, which I 
should presume is what you would insinuate.^ 

<« Very modestly urged, upon my honouH*' 
cried the stranger in a sneering *tone; *' but how 
does it come to pass, that you are commonly 
called, the General?" 

*« That, Sir, I suppose, I owe to the excessive 

# 

candour of those, who like you, profess to be my 
friends," replied Sandoval in a similar tone. 
"Well, let that pass," said the stranger; 
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*^ but as you own you are in habits of intimacy 
with the one, and on good terms with the other, 
it may not be difficult for you, by exerting your 
influence, to persuade them to declare for the 
king, and against t^^erConstitution/' 

At these words Sandoval involuntarily started 
back, as if a ball had just grazed his face, and 
with a look of the utmost surprise, gazed a 
while on the stranger ; half doubting whether 
what he bad< heard was meruit as. a jest. — ^'I 
thought I heard you say,^^ cried he, when he hav 
sufficiently recovered from his amazement, *^ that 
my political principles were known to you." 

^* So they are,'' returned the stranger calmly. 

^^ Then," said Sandoval, his cheeks reddenii^ 
with passion, ^^ be good enough to explain to 
me what you mean by thus daring to think me 
capable of betraying the oaths I have taken 
I^ore the altar of God and my country, and 
trampling on the sacred duties imposed on me, 
by all the laws of honour, virtue, and -pa- 
triotism." 

" My meaning is soon explained," cried the 
other, "you are the heir of a noble house, and 
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your interest^ to say nothing of your duty, calU 
upon yoii to support the royal cause. In an 
absolute monarchy you have privil^es over 
your fellow countrymen which place you as 
much above, as you will J)e below them under 
a ^representative government. This form more- 
over, is foreign to our habits, and detested by 
the mass of the people, who prefer the govem- 
meskt of ancient families, to that of upstarts, and 
demagogues, whose object is only to enrich 
them^elv^s at the expense of those, that Kke 
yourself, have property to lose. If, therefore* 
you will follow the king's party, and induce the 
two generals to do the same, the command of 
a regiment is assiu*ed to you. The honours r>t 
the court also will be open to yoii; titles, wealth, 
and military distinctions will shower down upon 
you, as on the very favourite of fortune ; but, 
if on the contrary, you should choose to go on 
playing the part of a champion of liberty, and 
conspiring with the enemies of the altar and the 
throne, to overturn both, you may look forward 
to certain ruin, poverty, and disgrace, as the 
only reward of all your efforts and toils.^ 
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"I faaye listened to you,"^ cried Saudovai^ 
has eyes flashing fife, ^' without crashing, you to 
the earth, because I wish^ed to see how far your 
shameless folly would go; faait, as you hare 
ddivered your errand like a trusty messen g er, 
return to your employers and tell them, that it 
shall be the endeavour of my life, to wash away 
in their blood the stain oi having, by a ccmdijict, 
perhaps, too w^k, inspired them with the hope 
of finding in me a villain and a traitor/** 

^* And am I really to carry that message to 
my employer, without your knowing who my 
emplc^er is P^* enquired the stranger in a sarcas- 
tic tone. 

<^ Be it the king himself. Sir," answered 

Sandoval sternly, " the man who makes such a 
proposal to me is a villain, whose name I care 
not to know." 

" Nay, but my employer is not a villain," 
returned the stranger in the same strain of sar^ 
casm, *^ such an ungracious epithet does not 
become the dear, young innocent being who 
sends me." 
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, " Do you trifle with me, Sir?" cried Sandoval, 
laying his hand on his aword, and half unsheath- 
ing iu 

**I have seen naked swords, even before now,^ 
replied the stranger, apparently little moved by 
Sandoval^s action, ^' and depend upon it, I shall 
not show you my heels on .this occasion. But 
I must put an end to your kindling passion by 
a little disclosure* That employer of ;mine, 
whom you have so gratuitously abused, is no 
other than your once beloved Gabriela Lauza.—^ 
Do not start thus, man, nor look as dark and 
fierce as d hungry vulture — I can convince you, 
beyond every human doubt." 

** Villain !" cried Sandoval, vainly striving to 
suppress the rage by which he was nearly 
eboked, <' on your life diew this instant the 
proofs of your daring assertion.^ 

^* Take it,'^ said die stranger, drawmg from 
underneath his cloak a gold locket, and placing 
Jt in his hands, ^< that is the token which Gabri^ 
ella herself gave me, that I mi^t be able to 
convince you, should you prove incredulous/^ 
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SandoTid snatched tbe locket from the stran^ 
g»'s hand, and gazed on it in sUence. It wes 
his own miniature, the same he had given to 
Galxiela on the night jH%viou8 to hia departure 
for the army. The effect which the sight of it 
produced on him, was electrical; his cheeks 
became bloodless; his eyes, which a mtHoent 
, before seemed instinct with light, grew dim and 
overcast, and his whole frame shook so vi^ently, 
that it was with difficulty he reached a tree closfr 
by, agmnst the trunk. of which he rested his 
right arm, then leaning against it his forehead, 
from which a cold sweat . ran profusely, hb 
reniamed some minutes in a state of stupor. 
Meanwhile the stranger was preparing himself 
for the 'raging atorm which might foUow this 
motnoitary calm ; be arranged the folds of his 
doak over his shoulders, so that, if a stru^le 
ensued, he should not be left unoTvered ; then 
gtasfong the hilt of his sword, drew it oi(t a 
little, and with a Uke precauticm ascertained that 
.the various weapons be had about him were 
ready to answer his call. 
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Sandoval, who began now to recover from that 
state of temporary insensibility, called out to 
« him^ his head still reclined against his arm, to 
approach — 'V Say,'^ added he, raising a little his 
eyes and fixing them on hiih, ^^ you, muffled up 
villain ! by what means did you obtain this 
miniature ? — what is become of its mistress R^- 
On your life, let me know where she ts to be 
found.— But, mark ! if you attempt to deceive 
me, by heavens, I shall, before we part, avenge 
on your treacherous head your falsehoods and 
impostures* Now,- your answer quickly," and 
immediately renewing his erect posture, be 
unsheatlied his sword with the rapidity of 
hghtning. 

" The plague seize the suspidious fooi !'' cried 
the stranger, in a tone that showed more impa- 
tience than fear, *^ What interest could I possi- 
bly have in deceiving you ? Have I not said al- 
ready, that I am but a simple messenger, not 
caring a straw whether you da or do not accede 
to the wishes of your mistress? Give me a 
straight forward answer to this question, and I 
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have done with my errand, and with you. Are 
you determined to stand by your party, and for« 
feit, not only the brilliant prospects that are 
held out to you, but the love and esteem of one 
who breathes for' you alone?'' 

^^ All, sooner than become a traitor,*' exclaim- 
ed Sandoval indignantly. 

^'Then, take her curse, and that of your 
hroth^,'^ cried the strange, <Hhey both cast 
you from their affections.^ 
. <* My brother, villain 1— Is he "" 

. ^* He is a loyal man,**^ interrupted the stranger, 
^^ attached to his king, and no less than your- 
self to his' country. But< adieu, fc»r I have 
dune now, and time, is too precious with me to 
waste any more of it with such a madman as 
you are." 

Saying this he turned his back on Sandoval, 
and hastened away. '' By heavens ! you shall 
not go without resolving all my doubts,'^ oied 
Sandoval ruling after, and trying to stop him, 
by placing himself, with his naked sword, in 
his way. 
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" Stand out of the way," stdA the Btranger, 
drawing from underneath his cloak a pistol, 
which he aimed at his head, '* else b; the king 
I aerve, you are a dead man." 

" Fire," exclaimed the rash Sandoral, ** and 
tell my unworthy brother, — tell- my perfidious 
mistress, that surrounded by traitors and villainB, 
I thought my life not worth possessing." 

" I shall tell them rather, that you are more 
vorthy of their pity than th^r anger,'" said the 
stranger contemptuously, and hiding his weapon ; 
" but," added be, in an authoritative tone, 
" put up your sword, and let us part ; for I 
hear the trampling of a horse, imd we must not . 
be seal together." 

While he wa? yet speaking, Roque, Sando- 
Tal*s servant, made his appearance, and called 
his master's attention to some papers be held in 
his band. — " I have been looking for you every 
where," said he,^" and began to fear (bat the 
wolves of these mountiuns had made a meal of 
ydu; so that th»e despatches from General 
Cleinfuegos Would remain for ever unatiswered.^ . 
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While Sandoval was occupied in perusing the 
papers, the stranger walked quickly away. - This 
did not escape our liero^s notice ; but as the 
information brought to him was of an official 
nature, and qdled him back to Irun without 
delay, he contented himself with observing, that' 
he trusted soon to hear from him, or else he 
would find him out 

' " You are welcome to do so,''- said the other, 
with a nod,. ** meantime, peace be with thee.*' r 
' *^ Zoimds !" exclaimed Roque, ^^ there is 
something about that man which is not altogether 
unknown to me, and, if I am not mistaken, I 
saw him yesterday muffled up in, his doak, just ' 
as he is now, throwing handfqls of money to 
some soldiers, as if he were godfather at the 
christening of a marquis." 

^^ Alight," said Sandoval, seeing that Boque ; 
still kept his saddle, ^^ and follow me to Irun 
as fait as your legs can carry you." 

^*If it is your pleasure," cAed Roque, "rf 
course I must alight, but it appears to me that 
this nag is strong enough to carry us both. You 
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of conquest, and that 
ape from the txd-ooats, 
» ;— but he is much at ■ 
perceiving his master's 
iding &om the animal's 
at Irun sooner than 

d putting spurs to the 
as the steep nature of 
about an hour he was 
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CHAPTER IV. 



How dure you mention Heaven ? Call to mind 
Your perjured Town, your plighted broken faith, 
To Heaven, and all things holy ! 

S0I7T«BRNE. 



On Sandoval's reaching the house in which 
General Cienfuegos was quartered, and which 
stood at the entrance of the town, he was shown 
up stairs, where he found the good general, in 
company with some officers of the staff^ walking 
backwards and forwards in a state of great agita- 
tion, rumphng a paper which he held in his 
hand, and muttering aloud, — " The villain I 
who could ever have believed this of him ! — 
Zounds I it won'*t avail him, though. Ill go 
and see the Prince this moment, and, hang me, 
if we don't march at once to Madrid, and kick 
ham and his throne out of Spain.^ 
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Such was the ungentle language held at that 
moment by General Cienf uegoe, who, however, 
was one of the- most loyal and decided royalists, 
with no small share of aristocratic feeling, and 
reverence for the olden time. But this was a 
trying moment for every true lover of his country, 
which he undoubtedly was ;• and, therefore, his 
expressions, though a little Jacobinical, must be 
pardoned by my loyal readers. 

Sandoval, who had seldom se^n him itt^ such a 
ruffled mood, stood at the dogr, gazing on him 
with surprise, which,, we mifst own, had in it 
something of the agreeable—" General !** cried 
he, when he thought hii^ first burst wdfc over, 
" what ails you ?**' 

** Only a rascs^ Frenchman5 ^kie himjj, curse 
him and all his race ! would have played us such 

4 

a trick," continued the General, pacing the room 
without observing Sandoval, ** but, I'll promise 
you, we shall send him back before many weeks 
are over. — Ah ! Captain Sandoval, welcome, my 
3foung friend. I sent for you to ask your opi- 
nion in this emergency. You, who are young 

VO|i. I. • 9 
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and resolute, will be less oontrouled by prud^itial 
motives than these gentlemen, who though all 
agree in the determination to avenge the affiont 
offered to the nation by that minikin^ Ferdinand, 
are far from chiming in with our readmtoi^ . 
marching directly to Madrid* But read that, 
and then say whether tb^re is an instant to be 
iost* . *« ' 

He then handed him the paper he held in his 
haiid, wMch was the memorable decree issued at / 

Valencia, on the 4<tb of. May. As Sandoval read •' 

it, his expressive countei^ance became lighted up, 
or depressed, according^ to the Sf^^iiients the 
document contdbied, nci^ interrupting himself 
by bursts of indignation, ftnd now pacing the 7 

room silently, and with loBg: strides, while the 

' ■ •. 

General exclaimed from time ta time* — ^^ Wdl ! 

• • .■ • 

what do you think of that? Would you Mve -. .^ 
believed that of him ?" Yet that is th^ iogcate 
for whom we jiave shed our blood r* ' 

When Sandoval had finished pi^rusing the 
decree, he exclaimed, — ^* If there be any man 
in his senses who would for an instant hesjil^te In 
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adopting the onl^etep that can s^ve; the country, 
that maD'I denounce OS a traitor." : 

" I am of opinicm that it ou^ub not to be 
taken," said one of the officers |H¥aeht, "simply 
because the govfimment, who must be the best 
' judges of tbedanger that tbresteos them, do not 
reqaire of us such a step. It is my firm beli^ 
that their cause is too good to stand in need of 
cailitary bayonets to ' support, it. Besides, our 
allies themselves' would not permit those insti- 
t)^ons, sanctioned by them all, to be overthrown 
1^ a man whose fetters we have just knocked 

■ off-" 

» ^ '* Another motive for not taking it," said «i- 
other officer, "is that the decree of the 4th ac- 

^V knowSedges all our rights, and promises us our 
liberties. It even goes so far as to declare, that 
,the ancient Cortes shall shortly be convoked. 
What Spaniard, then, who has read anything of 
the hbtcHy of his own country, wiU muntain that 
our ancient laws are less democratical than those 
promulgated in Cadiz ? In my' opinion, liberty 
will gain by the exchange." 
£ 2 
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^^ Now, curse your democracy," cried the 
General, ** those laws which you so much admire 
might be very befitting the democratical times 
you speak of; but it is ridiculous to say that j 

they would suit us equally well. Besides, I do 
not see why we should not be as capable of 
making laws as were our ancestors. Nay, we 
have made them ; and, methinks, we ought, were 
it only to establish our claims to wisdom, to sup- 
port them through thick and thin." 

** It appears to me gentlemen,^^ said Sandoval, 
*'that all these discussions are foreign to our 
present purpose. What we ought principally 
to resolve upon, is, whether we are to stand still 
witnessing, without attempting to interfere, the 
fall of a government whose existence we have 
sworn to maintain .f^ — whether we shall alk>w 
our own opinions to outweigh the duties we have 
entered upon ? — and whether the oaths taken at 
. the altar of our country, and before our God, 
are to be considered by us as idle formalities 
not worth attending to ? If such be the opinion 
of the gentlemen present, and of the rest of our 
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companions in arms, why, then we need not 
interfere in such inconsiderable trifles, as the 
total subvorsion of our rights, and the ruin of 
our country; indeed there would be in them, 
something extremely congenial to minds so 
OGtnpIetely unprejudiced. But, if the opinion . 
of my brother officers be contrary to this, you 
will allow that our interference is indispensable."" 

** Wisely spoken, by our Lady of Cava- 
donga r* cried the General, " but let us 
proceed to the residence of our commander-ii^- 
chief, to see what he thinks of the matter."" 

After this conversation they all sallied out, and 
proceeded to the Prince of Anglona*s residence. 
On entering the town, they observed that agreat 
sensation had taken place among the military. 
The streets were literally blocked up by officers 
and soldiers, who were anxiously pressing their 
way to the square, to hear the contents of a 

* General Cienfuegos was a native of Asturias, as this 
exclamation clearly indicates. He was of an ancient lamily,^ * 
and died while the author of this work yf^ yet engaged 
upon it 
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letter just recekved ftom the headquarters of 
thd army of reserve, of whom, as it has abeady 
been observed, Abisbal was the commander. 
Our party, equally anxious to hear news from 
this quarter, followed in the mass, and reached 
the square just at the moment when an officer, 
mounted on the shoulders of some^men, began to 
read aloud the proclamation, to which we have 
alluded at the beginning of the last chapter, 
from General Abisbal to his troops, exhorting 
them to declare for the king, and agiainst the 
Constitution. No sooner was the purport of 
the proclamation discovered by the assembled 
multitude, than cries of, '^To the fire with it ! — 
to the fire with it, — and its infamous owner i" 

** At these words, the speaker suddenly dis- 
appeared, his supporters alarmed at the doom 
pronounced by the crojvd, dropped their load, 
and endeavoured to escape the fury of their 
comrades by mixing with them. The orator, 
however, was not so fortunate, for, as he fell 
down, he was collared by some of those 
who were nearest to him, and kept fast, to 
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undergo the summary sentence passed upon 
him. Meantime, several of the soldiers were 
seen climbing to the windows of the surrounding 
houses, and presently chairs and tables were 
hurled out of them, to furnish fuel for the in- 
tended political auto-da-fe. In a few minutes 
the pile was prepared, in the middle of the 
square; volumes of thick smoke roae on high 
performing their vertical evolutions, followed by 
immense sparkles, and at length, by a pyra- 

midical column of flame, which waved its terrific 
radiance over the heads of the infuriated sol- 
diery. 

During these fearful preparations, the des- 
tined victim was protesting to heaven, and all its 
saints, that he was perfectly innocent of any evil 
intentions; that he had not read the procla- 
mation previous to his reading it in public, and 
consequently could not know its contents ; and 
that moreover, he was as ready as any of them 
to lose his blood ih support of the Constitution. 
General Cienfuegos, who heard his protestations, 
and various officers of the staff, who w^re then 
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present, interposed in his behalf, and obtained 
his acquittal, to the no small disappointment of 
many soldiers, who had been feasting their 
imaginations with the prospect of seeing a 
servile roasted. However, the proclagiation 
of Abisbal, and even several copies of the decree 
of the 4th of May, which had been received by 
that day'^s post, were committed to the flames 
sine redemptione^ and amidst loud acclama^ 
tions. 

Our party now moved on towards the place 
of their destination; but they met with more 
than one interruption from the varipus groups 
who were discussing the events of the day. — 
" Comrades r cried an oflicer, who was very 
numerously surrounded, " hear the language of 
that infamous traitor, Abisbal, at a splendid 
dinner given to commemorate the battle of 
Toulouse, and compare it with what he now says 
in his foul proclamation. I assisted at that ban-, 
quet, and sat near him; the goblets were 
charged to the brim, and we all rose at his 
request. — * Gentlemen !' cried he with a feigned 
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patriotisiii, ^I request you to' pledge me to a 
toast, which cannot fail to be acceptable to every 
patriot, but more particularly so to me, because 
an opportunity now offers to prove to the world 
the sibcerity of my sentiments, by the public 
expression of my wishes/ — He then gave this 
toast : — ^ May the man who should ever consent 
to have, even a comma, erased from the tablet 
of the ConstiWtion, disappear from the face of 
the earth, and his soul be everlastingly tor- 
mented by- the furies of hell !' *** 

<< Death to the traitor V vociferated the sur- 
rounding group, and then the officer continued 
with his speech, which, however, we shall take 
leave to omit, in order to keep up with our 
party, which after various other interruptions, 
reached at last the house at which the General- 
in- chief was quartered. 

The Prince of Anglona is brother of the 
Duke de Ousna, and a nobleman very superior 






* Such were the very words of that despicable traitor at 
the moment alluded to* 
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to those of his class in point of information, and 
c nsequently differs also in political principles. 
At that time, at least, he espoused the cause of 
liberty, and acted with becoming dedsion in 
favour of the newly established institutions, 
though since that time various family considera- 
.tions have obliged him to abstain from publicly 
shewing his attachment to the Constitution. 
He was then in the twenty-ninth y^ar of his 
age, of very pleasing manners, and an elegant 
person, though rather slender, and not above 
the middle size: but his phy^ognomy was 
animated and agreeable. At the moment our 
party entered his apartments, he was sur- 
rounded by a crowd of officers, among whom 
Ferraz, Merconchini, Don Santiago Vigo, 
Manzanares, Infante, and several of the officers 
of the General^s brave battalion, known by the 
name of the Barbudo^ cf BalleaieroSi* shewed 



^ Ballesieros^ bearded men. They were some of the 
most gallant fellows that ever wore beards^ and dis- 
tinguished theinselves in every rencontre they had with the 
enemy. 
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in their expressive countenances strong marks 
of wrath and indignation. — " My dear Gene- 
ral,^ cried Anglona to Cienfuegos, ^* you come 
in good time. Have the fatal news of the day 
yet reached you ?^ 

" That they have/* replied the old Greneral, 
^^ and with a vengeance.'^ 

^* Have you then thought on the line of con- 
duct which we ought to adopt,^ enquired the 
Prince. 

^^ Not I,^ answered the unassuming Cienfue- 
gos, ^* but these gentlemen, and particularly San- 
doval, who takes these things much to heart, says 
that no time ought to be lost in marching to 
Madrid, in order to prevent what seems in con- 
templation. For my part I will be ready at an 
hour's notice, and shall feel proud in contribut* 
ing to the defeat of that monster's plans for the 
total subversion of our rights." 

" Tha£ is-a plan," said General Barrutel, who 
was also present, ** which may suit the young 
Captain ve^ well, particularly, if he be tired of 
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tliese mountaiiui, and wishes to enjoy the plea- 
sures of the capita}) or show ofiP his handsome 
person there; but, methinks, that we, at least, 
have other duties to attend to, and, moreover, 
ought not to be directed by what a youngster 
like him pleases to urge.^ 

Sandoval, who felt deeply the injustice of this 
inuendo, advanced towards Barrutel, with a 
lo(& in which his indignant feelings were 
strongly pourtrayed. — " Sir,"' cried he, " though 
you are my superior in military rank, I shall 
expect you to prove here, before our Greneral-in- 
chief, in what instances you have found me ne- 
glecting my duties for my pleasures; but should 
you not be able to do this, (which you yourself 
know very well you cannot), I shall then call 
upon you to prove whether your courage is 
any truer than your tongue.'^ 

Here the Prince interfered, and reproved in 
unequivocal terms BarruteFs conduct ; which he 
said was a most uncalled for attack on a young 
and deserving officer. The General made a 
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lame apology and withdrew;. and Sandoval re- 
ceived the praises of General Cienfu^gos for his 
spirited retort. 

At this momenu the Colonel Don Joaquin 
Escario, an officer on the staff, who had that in- 
stant arrived from Madrid, iaind who came to 
ascertain the state of feeling in the third 'and 
fourth armies, was announced. On his entering 
the hall, all the officers present crowded around 
him, to know what tidings he brought from the 
capital. The Colonel did not hesitate in giving 
them a true picture of the confusion and con- 
sternation that reigned in it, adding, that the 
government entertained no other hope but that 
which the conduct of the two armies, whose as- 
sistance they earnestly implored, inspired them 
with. The two Generals and their assembled 
jofficers, cursed unanimously the criminal irreso- 
lution of the. government, who had allowed 
things to reach that crisis without having once 
consulted them on the measures to be adopted 
for the prevention of the evils that threaten the 
countryy If Elio^s troops were to get possession 
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of the capital the most disastrous consequences 
were to be expected, and they feared, that all 
their efforts would not then alter the tide of 
events. The necessity, therefore, of acting with 
promptness and decision was felt by both chiefs 
and officers, but the Generalissimo, Lord Wei* 
Ungton, being expected in two or three days at 
Irun, on his way to Madrid, and directions hav- 
ing been ^ven to the other divisions of the army 
to repair to head-quarters, for the purpose of 
being reviewed by his Lordship, it was now im- 
possible to take any active steps until that visit 
was over. This delay they very justly con- 
ceived, was likely to be highly prejudicial to the 
interests of the country, as it could not fail to 
give their enemies time to carry on their plan& of 
Imbery, deception, and intimidation ; but as it 
coidd not be avoided, it was thought necessary, 
in order to check these plans, to assume a hos- 
tile attitude, and adopt some particular device, 
which might distinguish them from their per- 
jured companionb in arms. The majority of 
officers being agreed on these poifits,* orders 
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were immediately issued by the Greneral-in-<;bief 
to the depots of the third army, then at Pam- 
plona^ to forward to head-quarters the necessary 
warlike ammunitions for the objects in view. 
The adoption of a new cockade (red and yellow) 
was also publicly proposed to the army, and 
munediatdy .greed upon. 

Such were the incidents of this day, so event- 
ful to Sandoval. The various feeUngs by which 
he had been agitated, and the rapid succession 
in which they followed each other, had prevented 
him from bestowing on his morning excursion 
that reflection which its importance seemed to 
demand. On his return to his quarters, he re- 
tired alone to his chamber, and seated at a little 
deal table, before a taper of resinous wood, the 
common light of the country, he launched out 
in numberless conjectures, as to who the dis- 
guised person could be, and by what extraordi- 
nary accident his dearly beloved Gabriela should 
from being as great an enthusiast in the cause of 
freedom as himself, thus suddenly turn over to 
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servilism.* — *^ Are women^s minds so unstable 
in these matters/^ said he to himself, ^' as peo- 
pie pretend they are in those of love? or is it 
really an indication that I am supplanted by 
another, and he too a servile? Was her letter 
to me intended to serve as an excuse for the per* 
fidy she was meditating ? If this were true — ^but 
no, it cannot be. Pardon that base thought, 
Gabriela ! You pledged your love to me, and 
I know it was by your heart'^s own inspiration 
you did it. Yes r' added he, rising abruptly, 
and upsetting the table, and the light, which was 

• 
* As it may appear strange to our fair English reader* 
why Gabriela should be either a liberal or a servile, we think 
right to explain, that Spanish ladies have from time im- 
memorial always taken a very active part both in political 
discusdons, and warlike disputes. Tbeir active minds and 
fine sensibilities do not allow them to remain passive spec- 
tators of their countrymen*s quarrels. Love, hatred, or 
prejudice, may, indeed, have a share in their decisions 
(though generally speaking their sense of right and wrong 
is very strong, which accounts for the fact that the gene- 
rality of them are liberals) ; but, to take no part at all, 
would be utterly impossible for them. 
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extinguished by the fall, *' thy heart is as true 
to me, as mine is to thee, Gabriela !" 

At this moment loud clashing of swords, and, 
cries of " Zounds ! blow the traitor's brains out,*' 
— " kill him,''—" send his soul to hell,"— « let 
us leave no spy alive," were heard at the door 
of the house where Sandoval resided. Soon 
after, a pistol was fired, and a rush heard of 
several men towards the door, which shut with 
a tremendous clash. Sandoval began to grope 
about the room in search^ of his arms; but as 
he had just lighted on his sword, the door of his 
room flew open, and some one entered, and 
drew the bolt after him. " Who enters there ?^ 
cried Sandoval, unsheathing his sword. 

" A man of honour, who seeks protection here 
from a set of assassins," answered a voice. 

** If you are such,** returned Sandoval, " you 
shall have it ; but what is your name, and why 
are you pursued ?^ 

" My name matters little to you or any one 
else,'*' cried the voice ; " and as to your last 
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question, I am pursued for doing a duty im- 
posed upon me by my principles and my con- 



saence. 



i> 



At this moment loud blows, struck against the 
doer of the house, threatened to bring it down, 
and Sand(yval went to the balcony to enquire 
into and quell the uproar. The armed men be- 
low, who immediately knew the voice of the 
Captain, sidd that they wanted an officer belong- 
ing to Abisbal's army, who had been detected 
-in the act of bribing several of their sergeants 
aiid soldiers to declare against the Constitution. 
<^ The villain," added one of them, ^^ has taken 
refuge in this house, and God's malediction fall 
on me, if we donH have his treacherous head ?^ 

*^ Ah !^ exclaimed Sandoval, speaking to the 
fugitive, " have we a traitor here — and yet thou 
call'st thyself a m^n of honour ? By heavens ! 
if that be true, thou shalt rue thy imposture ^ 

" Liberal man !^ cried the fuptive, in a tone 
of true sarcasm, ^^ am I to be condemned with- 
^li a hearing ? Would your refined notions of 
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justice be against tending away the assassins 
bdoW, and judging me according to honour and 
impartiality ?^ 

*^ My friends," said Sandoval to the military 
below, ^^ retire in peace to your quarters, and 
rely upon my word, that ypu shall to-morrow 
hear a good account of any man who may have 
entered this house under the circumstances you 
state. My own sword shall punish the villain, 
if he has indeed come to make traitors among 
you.'' 

The military obeyed, though not until som6 
altercation passed among themselves, and they 
had uttered an abundance of oaths and impreca- 
tions against all spies and traitors. 

When Sandoval saw there was no further 
danger to be apprehended from them, he re- 
entered the room, shut the balcony, and pro- 
ceeded towards the chamber-door to call for a 
light; but as he groped> about to find it, he felt 
two hands oppose themselves to his breast, of- 
fering a more strenuous resistance as he tried 
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to move on : " Keep off your hands, sirrah !'* 
cried Sandoval, endeavouring to force his way. 

'^ I can tell, and you too can hear my story 
^ quite as well in the dark," said the stranger, 

keeping his ground firmly. 

"Zounds! but I will not hear it without 
f- reading it too in your eyes,'' returned Sandoval, 

with another pUsh, by which he succeeded in 
reaching the bolt 

" Well !^' said the stranger, '* if it must be, 
let the light come,^ and he was heard to move 
to another part of the room. Sandoval then 
called for a light, and continued at the door, to 
prevent the man's escape, until the terrified host- 
ess had brought him what he sought. He then 
bolted the door again, and advanced towards 
the middle of the room, holding the taper in one 
hand, and his unsheathed sword in the other. 
The stranger moved on towards the darkest 
comer, and Sandoval, who followed his steps, 
stretched out the arm in which he held the light, 
and saw by its reflection, to his no small sur- 
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prise, the stranger with whom he had that very 
morning had an interview, standing in an erect 
posture against the wall, muffled up in his oloak 
as before. " How now, villain,^ exclaimed he, 
** what other traitor's message have you been 
entrusted with ?" 

" Nothing that concerns you,'' replied the 
stranger calmly. 

" Have you brought also to our sergeants 
some love-tokens, or rather some pledge of your 
own villiany, to urge them to deeds of treason 
and perjury ?" enquired Sandoval, in a tone of 
bitter reproach. 

** No," answered the stranger, in the same 
sarcastic manner ; *' men are not all love-sick, 
though few are not money-sick* I therefore 
brought them that which I knew they would 
like, and to which they would yield, and I make 
no secret of it ; because I am of opinion, that 
no means are illegal or dishonest which are in- 
tended to bring men back to their duty." 

*^ To their duty !" repeated Sandoval, ** day 
to their eternal disgrace* The man who accepts 
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a bribe, and he who offers it, are equally unprin- 
cipled and equally dishonest. The one gives 
gold, because he has no better arguments to 
offer, and the other accepts it, because he wants 
virtuous firmness to withstand temptation. Both 
are villains conspiring together for guilty pur- 
poses; both are traitors uniting their meditated 
treachery to stab some innocent victim to the 
heart ; both are the contemptible slave<i of base 
and mercenary passions.^ 

" Be it so," said iJie stranger, *^ but villainy 
and treachery, when used for good purposes, 
become commendable virtues ; and I do boast 
myself a villain and a traitor in that sense of the 
words." 

** Then^** cried Sandoval, bursting with pas- 
sion, and raising the hand in which he held his 
sword, " by the country I serve ! Til send thee 
to hell, where thou may'st find proselytes to thy 
infernal doctrines.^ 

'' Strike !'' cried the stranger, throwing aside 
his cloak, which till then had concealed bis per- 
soi) and his features. 
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Sandoval started back, and the sword drop- 
ped from his hand. 

" Strike," continued the other, " and live to 
boast that yon sacrificed your brother to your 
Jacobinical principles.^ 

*'Godof mercv !" exclaimed Sandoval, throw- 
ing himself on a (Jiair, and resting his head on 
bis hand, ^^ why has a life, so often on the brink 
of death, been spared me to witness thi$ accursed 
moment? Why do I live to see a brother — ^and 
be too the only one I have, for whom I would 
have given the very light of my eyes, the last 
drop of blood in my veins — thus lost to honour 
and to virtue, an agent of despotism, the spy of 
villains, and himself a traitor to his country ! — 
Great God ! what will our father do when he 
learns this? Oh heavens! crush me now, and 
spare me the sight of that venerable parent, 
who gave us life, (lying of a broken heart, and 
cursing the brother I love, in spite of his in- 
famy !" 

^' Calisto !^ said his brother, moved at bis 
distress, ^^ I am not tlie villain you suppose. If 
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my conscience directs me to follow a path dif* 
ferent from the one you have chosen, still are my 
motives pure and patriotic, still our country's 
welfare is all I have in view. I demand nothing 
for my services, — ^I expect nothing for them, — 
I betray np oath, for I have taken none,-— * 
I " 

** Hold !" interrupted Calisto. ** The army 
in which you served was the first to take their \ 

oaths to the Constitution, and that in the very 
sanctuary of our independence, and where the 
structure of our liberties was raised." 

" True," replied his brother, "but I was not 
then present, nor have I since pledged myself to 
the support of aught but our God, our king, and 
his unshackled power. For these T have risked 
my life, and for these I will yet shed fay 
blood." 

. *^ For our king have I dope both,'' cried San- 
doval, ^^ and from him we had a different re- 
eompense to hope. Disgraceful treaties,* false 

* This refers to that iniamous treaty, concluded by Fer- 
dinand with NapoleoD, on the 11th of Dtcember, 1813, by 
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IMromises, treacherous eondtict, and base deeds, 
are neither the reirards nor the kiduoenients 
which ou^t to bind the lover of hb cottntry to 
4he despot who wishes to rule, even to the injury 
of her beat interests. But,'^ added he, in a hiju% 
ried manner, '^ were I, certain that a seaffiild 
awaited my effiirts, they should not be wanted, 
while a pulse beat widiin my bosom." 

^^ FortHnately Sof Spain,^' cried his brother, 
« the souls of dl your boasted patriote have not 
received from nature, that d^ee of unbending 
temper which I admire in yours, but neverthe* 
ess cannot approve. Among them I have found 
oiany who would not yield to indmidation ; but 
who could not resist gold, and the hope of pro* 
motion. Those men, you will say, are truly 
contemptible, peihaps as much as those who 

which he pledged himself, on reaching the Spanish 8oil» 
to withdraw from the alliance of the other monarchs, and 
particularly from that of Great Britain, whom he was to 
compel to quit the posts her army occupied in the Pyren- 
neesy &c. &c.y which treaty, being presented to the Cortes 
by the Duke of San Carlos, was sent back unanswered, 
without finding a single voice to advocate its adoption. 

VOL. I. F 

f 



•r 



98 



SANDOVAL ;'Ofi, 



yield to fear; For my part, I despise them both 
as much as' yoiirself ; but th6y will be useful, 
and' I am reconciled to live with them on terms 
of amity,' until the moment arrives when- there 
will be no further occasion for their services, 
and then we' shall^gladly lay them' aside forever." 
y " Fermin !" cried Calisto, f* you have lost all 
principle, or else -those accursed notions which 
you imbibed from the monks who educated you, 
have vitiated a mind naturally just and vigorous, 
and made cold to every generous impulse a 
heart once capable of virtuous and magnanimous 
feelings. Yet you tell me you are disinterested, 
and I myself will say I have always found you 
so;< but why mislead: others with promises that 
can never be fulfilled ? Why advocate a system 
of' corruption, firom which you derive no advan- 
tage? Am I to believe that you expect no 
honours, no recompense of any sort, for the sacri- 
fice of the half of our patrimony, to which you 
are entitled under the government of the Cortes, 
but which, under that of a despotic king, you 
forfjeit to me as the head of the family ?''' 
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B^ecompenses were made for those degraded 
souls only, whose thirst for earthly advantages 
outweighs a sense of duty,'' answered Eermin; 
•^^but, with me, the eonsciousneiss of acting up to 
the precepts of oui: holy religion, is : more r than 
all the world can give. It is the. good of my 
soul only that I am anxious to^ensure; the rest 
I despise, and willingly abandon it to the slaves 
of the devil and the. flesh." 

*' You are a fanatic!" said C^Ii$lo, ** and thus 
alone can I account for the absurd contradictions 
which your conduct involves. You would not 
hesitate to commit a bad action, nay, an atrocious 
crime, if you imagined it might redound to the 
honour of what you call religion. That is the 
accursed principle of the Jesuits; and had you 
been brought up a monk, instead of a soldier, 
you would surpass in barbarous cruelty the 
siivage Tprrequemada and his jseven minions. — 
But leaving this aside, tell me. now, with your 
wonted sincerity, Jhas Gabriela too suflered her- 
self to be seduced by.your arguments ? Did she 
really requetit that I should forswear myself, or 

F 2 



100 sakdotal; oh, 

fcHrfett ber love? Answer me candidly. Do not 
ulineoessarilj torture u heart, already too much 
Ix'uited by theee repeated blows.^ 

'^ Did I still harbour the hope, that by such 
a deception I could gain you over to your king,'^ 
replied he, after a long paiise, during whicH a 
look of sadness ovenpread his countenance, *' I 
would say, yes ; but as my stratagem has failed, 
and hope is flown, I think it a duty to tell you 
tiie wh<de truth. Thai portrait was taken from 
6abriela*6 bosom by her mother, when ^e lay « 
adeep, and it was forwu*ded to me for the pur- 
pose of forcing you into the right cause. As for 
Gabriela's love for you, it is unabated. It is, 
indeed, a flame as unquenchable as that which 
bums in your own bosom for that phantom of 
liberty, which you seek in vain ; and I know for 
certain, had you fallen iirto our snares, she would 
have hate4 you as cordially as dke now loves 
you; and then .... bu^ God'^s will be done !!" 
** Now, Heaven be blessed T' exclaimed San- 
doval, his eyes ^stening with tears, ^' these are 
the only words yet uttered by yoa, in whi«h I 
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find some ci that frMemal aSlectkn^ with which 
you used once to diear up my drooping bopee* 
Oh^ Fermin! why will you not be yourself 
again ? Why will you not be A worthy brother^ 
a dutiful son, a true patriot? Come, my yet 
beloved brother, give me your hand in pledge of 
our mutual reconciliation. Let us straighten the 
bonds of blood, by those of honour and patriot* 
ism. 

Fermiu could not resist this touching appeal. 
His first impulse was to grasp his brother's hand, 
which he shook with apparent emotion ; and 
Calisto, sure of having now triumphed over hit 
prejudices, extended his arms in rapture to throw 
them around his brother's neck ; but Fermin 
itept back, — " Hold, hold,'^ cried he, ** I am 
not yet a liberal — I will not be one — I will never 
be my sovereign's foe. Much as I love you, 
deeply as I venerate our father, I will never 
betray my king, our Grod's vicegerent on earth. 
— 'So, I cannot — Adieu, adieu !" added he, and 
with the rapidity of a startled stag, rushed to the 
door, unbolted it, and fled ! whilst Sandoval re-> 
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mained riveted to the spot, following his bro- 
ther's motions with his eyes, and able only to 
ejaculate, while he panted for breath, .^'Stay, 
stay, for Gtxl's sake stay/' 

But Fermin was far beyond hearing. 
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CHAPTER Y. 



My resolution's plae'd, and I have nothing . 
Of woman in me ; now from head to foot 
I am marble eonatanfe ; now the. fleeting moon . 
No planet is of mine. 

ShaK9PBARK. 



Some tiine elapsed before Sandoval began to 
recover from the distress into which his brother's 
sudden flight had thrown him. The generosity 
, of his character, and.the warmth of his affections 
had prompted him to seek a reconciliation, though 
he felt convinced that he had justice on his side ; 
but his brother, who never allowed his feelings 
to interfere with his resolutions, and who wa, 
equally persuaded of the justice^of ' his cause, 
had disappointed his hopes, and wounded his 
heart deeply. His sorrow 4hen gradually *ate 
place to a feeling of indignation, mingled with 
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pitj^ wbidi by keeping possesilBioii of bis miiid 
during the whole of the night, harassed and 
prevented him froin closing his eyes. 

On the following day he rose with the dawit^ 
resolved to seek his brother, and make an at- 
tempt to reclaim him from a pomtioh whidi 
appeared to him unnatural and disgraceful; 
but all his efbrts to find him out were useless. 

His feelings on this subject, however, soon 
gave way to others of a more general nature. 
The important events by which Spain was at 
that moment convulsed, siicoeeded each other 
with a rapidity whidi kept the. minds^ both of 
the people mid the miUtaiy^ in a state of con* 
stant fermentotioii. Every hour things were 
assuming a mcHre un&vourabk aspect tor xhf^ 
liberal party. Eveu iu the third amy^ which 
was one of th€M» most &YixusiAy dhpoeed fai 
the Constitution, covrupiion was gaining grmmd, 
mid the secret agents of AUAal were hourly 
makii^ now ploselytesi^ At Pamplona they had 
so effectually kboitred^ that diose who #ere in-, 
trusted with the aoummitiotis and warlike stovea 



-f - •- - - -— 



TUX infisxAdOK. lOS 

of die third army^ «nd to whom superior <xrcler» 
had been sent toforwatd them to bead^iuurters^ 
openly refused to do ifti.^ On the other Imnd^ 
the fourth army, commanded by Gener^ Freyre^ 
whofie head^juarters were at Tarbes, did not 
display much trust-w^^hiness, though the Gene* . 
ral-inpcfaief, the stiliF, ^and miiny officers were 
ro^y to act in concert with- those of the third ; 
but the f^valent opinion that General Morillo, 
who commanded one <!^ the divisions of the 
fourth, and who Was stationed at St. Jean de 
Luz, was hostile to the Constitutional systcfm, 
occasioned d distrust^ which obliged the third 
army to ke^a respectable force on the Bidasoa, 
to prevont a surprise from his ti^oops. Mina'«t 
division, which also formed part of the fourth 
army, were not in open relation with the third, 
nor were there proOT^Wanting that many cheers 
in it inclined to favour the king's pretensions. 

Affairs were in this inauspicious state, when 
news of the king^s entry into the capital, and 
of the total overthrow of the Constitution, reacfied 
head-quarters. The joy and exultation of thr 
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servile party were equalled only by the rage and 
despair of their opponents, whose passions, now' 
roused to the highest pitch, soon compelled their 
antagonists to moderate their extravagant .de> 
monstrations' of .satisfaction, and confine them 
to their own circles. The meetings among the 
officers . of the liberal party were now more 
frequent than ever« Their numbers, indeed,! 
were daily diminishing; but those who were 
true to their cause, seemed to gain fresh vigour 
by the new disasters which befell their party. 
Flails were traced out by them to arrest the 
progress of the evils which threatened to lay 
the country in ruins. Proclamations . were 
printed, and orders to their comrades issued 
in every direction. Thrir object now was .to 
muster as many resolute men as they couldy 
and march through Biscay and Asturias, to unite - 
themselves with the army of General Lacy, 
who Was then in Galicia, taking active steps to 
oppose himself to. the establishment of absolute 
power. This -plan, though not officially sane- 
tioned by Anglona, received his consent ;, but 
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ks execution '-was retarded by various causes 
one among which was the expected visit. -of 

m 

Lord Wellington ^ 

Meantime, however, their Opponents were 
not-idle. The deep laid, intrigues of Abisbal 
had succeeded, not only in rendering abortive' 
the steps taken by isome of the liberal officers, 
of an advanced division of the third army, com- 
manded by General Barrutel, who had agreed 
to act in concert with those at head-quarters, 
but in persuading the majority of that division 
to declare for the absolute king. On that 
occasion a n;ieetinghad been convoked, in which 
General Barrutel and his friends, profiting by 
the surprise produced by the king's triumphant 
entry into Madrid, resolved to send an officer 
to the capital, for the piwpose of congratulating 
his majesty on his happy restoration to the 
absolute throne of his ancestors. This was done 
in the name of the whole division, and without 
the concurrence of the General-in-chief, nor, 
indeed j' of any other general,, or body of troops. 
'Not satisfied with thus acting agiainst all military 
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subordbstion, bj the adqitioa of meteares mn^ 

piejudieial to tke honour of the rest ol the armjf 

they laboured incessantly to pcflnrert the good 

feeliBg which existed in the other divisions 

itationed in the neighbouring viHages, and 

eonspired in every pos»ble way to stifle the 

just isdignation manifested by the majority* 

' These various drcumistances, united to the 

neiancholy news which every instant poured 

in from the other provinces^ where the clergy—-^ 

the inveterate enemies oi all salutary re/orms, — 

were constantly sowing the moa^t pernicious 

doctriiieSy and blackening the character of the 

liberals^ threw a damp on the minds of even 

the most active patriots, and reduced their 

numbers stUl lower. Thus the arena was now 

oecupied only by a few dauntless spirits, and 

free-bom souls, who, spurning the threats of 

their enenaea^ were of opinion that a successful 

attempt might yet be made to redeem their 

country from disgrace; but the Prince of 

Anglona^ who apprehended a failure, or con- 

ndered thar number too inconsideraUt to off«f 



BOf effectual resialaiioe to the torrent that 
threatened to hurl everything before it, caUed 
them around himy for die purpose of representii^ 
the evil consequences which he feared ntight 
result from the undeatakmg* 
-■ Among the hand of fearless patriots was <$ut 
hero^ whose ardent mind bad endured indescrilv 
9ble ttorments during the last iwt^ or three days ; 
while he contemplated the weakness of som^ 
the corruption.of many^ and the indifference or 
apathy of the rest His effortsi to keep up 
among all his comrades the flame of patriotism, 
which . he saw gradually dying away, had been 
unremittmg. Night and day he had passed in 
strengthening the opinions of those who ap- 
peared wayering or undecided. He had threat- 
ened and implored, flattered and reproached 
those who had been weak enough to yield to the 
suggestions of their enemies, who, in order to 
succeed better in making proselytes among the 
liberals, reported that it was in reality the inten- 
tion of the king to call the ancient Gortes to-* 
' gether-^give to the goremment a representative 
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foil'^-T-establish therlibarty of the press, &c. &c.t 
as specified in the decree of the 4ih of May. 
All, in a word, that a man cotiid do to bring 
back to their duty those who had abandoned it, 
had been tried by SandovaL . These constant 
struggles had impressed on his coun^nance a 
deep feeling of anxiety, which was immediately 
remarked by the Prince of Anglona, when our 
hero, with his other comrades, attended the meet- 
ing which had been convoked at the Prince's 
quarters. " My young friend,*" said the Prince 
to him in the kindest tone, and taking his hand^ 
^^ I fear you have suffered much of late, and 
virhat is still worse than all, that your patriotic 
e^rtions will be of little avail. . Every town in 
Spain, with the exception of Cadiz, which for- 
mally refuses to acknowledge the^ authority of 
the king, but which, however, cannot holds out 
long, and one or two more in Galicia, where 
Lacy keeps up, by incredible exertions, the 
spirit of the, military, havenow submitted to the 
views of Ferdinand. . In this state of affairs it 
would be. madness to imagine that, with th^ 
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disunion which exists in our army, without menr 
or money,' we could successfully oppose our 
feeble efforts to those of our powerful enemies, 
who are in poss^^sion of everything . we staini in 
need of, and who, moreover, have ;on their, side 
a lawless mob, who, headed by daring and fana- , 
ticj^l friars, keep the peaceable inhabitants ..in 
constant alarm, and prevent them from giving a 
free expression to their, opinions." 

" Then," cried Sandoval dejectedly, "your 
Excellency also abandons the cause of the 
nation, and we must yield without a struggle, 
perhaps be sacrificed by that monster of ingra- 
titude !" 

"I fear our interference would only hasten 
our fall," said the Prince ; ^' but to prove that X 
am not willing to yield as long as the remotest 
hope exists of support from our companions in 
arms of the fourth army, I shall request you 
immediately to set dF for Tarbes, to ascertain 
from the General-in-chief how far we may rely 
on their co-operation.*" 

Sandoval bowed, and withdrew; and a few 
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mmutite aft^wards, be was seen witidhig hit 
way towards the summit of the first hill, on the 
other nde of the Bidasoa ; and Roque, who< 
never failed to accompany his master oh his 
journeys, foUowing at a little distance oa his 
ambling French nag. Presently, however, he 
made up to his master, who, he thought, stood 
in need of some of his chat, to drive away the 
melancholy which seemed to prey on his mind. 
^^ This is a fine hilly country,^' said he, as he 
came up with him, **'but the people here say, 
that witches and elves are seen at twilight,, 
gamboling on the mountain tops, and playing aU 
sorts of unnatural pranks/^ 

" What ^ do you call unnatural pranks?^' en- 
quired Sandoval. 

^^ Why, I mean using their heads instead of 
their feet for dancing, and whirling in the air 
like as many fireworks. I have heard a French- 
man of St Jean de Luz say, that some nighti 
after Soulf s posts on these heights were carried 
by the united armies, a grand qaiol was held on 
the place by a numerous assemblage of moan- 



^ 



THJB FREBMASdK. IIS 

taiti i^irits. Thk happened ju^ft at mid-iilght, 
and, as on that month, and at that hour, aH was 
darkness, the effect was rerj grand, as the 
Frenchman s»d. First o! all, noises like the 
griltiting of pigs were heard, proceeding from 
the bowels of the earth, and these were answered 
by others resembling the screeching of owls 
overhead. All of a sudden, various explosions 
followed those noises, and the surface of the. 

different hills presented the wavering tops of 
lights gradually issuing from each ; when pre* 
sently out popped a number of witches, holding 
in their hands lighted torches, the flame of 
which, reflecting on the sky, showed a multitude 
of Uaek i^irits capering in the air with uncom- 
mon sprightliness, and astonishing rapidity of 
motion ; or, as the Frenchman said, * avecJ)eaU' 
coup de grace et de UgiretL^ After various 
dances, in which the hags and the elves mixed 
promiscuously to the sound of their own horrid 
screams, aloud^;umbling noise suddenly stbpped 
their whirling motions. The hags now uttered 
their malignant cry of ^ ah, ah, ah,' and the elves 
jof < hih, hih,-hih,' and immediately appeared a 
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troop of giant-like black-winged spirits^ resem- 
bliqg devils, With twisted horns, long tails,. and 
cloven feet, holding skulls in their hands filled 
with blood, which they quaffed, off to the health 
of ; Napoleon, while wolves, bears, .and wild 
boars danced around them, and owls, vultures, 
and vampyres hovered over their heads. Sud- 
denly a clap of thunder was heard^ and the whol^ 
hellish crew disappeared, leaving nothing be- 
liind, but a thick cloud of smoke strongly im- 
pregnated with sulphur !^' 

" A fine tale that, my friend Boqu^" said 
Sandoval, ^^ and you, like a simpleton, believe 
it, no doubt ?'* 

, "I own," replied Boque, very gravely, *^ that 
I don't see how it is possible not to believe it ; 
you recollect the numaroiis desertions that hap* 
pened among the English soldiers at that time ?*^ 



'•This is a fact; several desertions took place at the 
momeDt alluded to, and-had it not been for the severity used 
against those who were taken in the a6t of deserting, they 
would have been much more numeroi^/lhose superstitious 
notions being then very prevalent among the uninformed 
soldiery. 



i 



r 



I 






THE , F&££MAS01I. 115 

\ 

Well ! how do you account for that^ unless,' as 
it was then believed by all,, you allow that there 
are spirits who practised' their cunning arts oh 
those .poor fellows — obliging them to desert to 
th^r enemies? Is; it likely, think ye, that 
Englishmen would, ever have passed over to the 
French, without some supernatural cause to com- 
pel, them? If you think so, why you may as 
well believe, that Englishmen prefer water to 
wine ; and the cga& is as hkely as the other/^ • 

^^ But how did it come to pass," enquired his 
master, *^ that.those desertions ceased altogether 
when a few, convicted of making the attempt^ 
were shot, by way of example to >he others ? 
Was the fear of being shot stronger than all the 
cunning arts of your mountain spirits T' 

" That I can^t tell,'* answered Roque ; " pos- 
sibly the shame , of dying like deserters might 
have .called forth all their resolution to with- 
stand these witcheries ; but certain it is, that 
those who deserted must have been l^ewitched.'* 

" And why did not those witches entice you, 
or any other Spaniard, over to the enemy V 
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Why, because they are French witches^ 
Bttturallj fond of their countrytnen, and knew 
we could not ierve them in any but one way — 
dmt wtis by stinrihg their hearts with the stiletto; 
and by the god Bacchus ! had I been prevailed 
upon by them to pass over, I think I should 
hare asked of tSie French a good account fo)r !| 

burning our village-house, and murdering our 
relations and friends.'* 

" They are very consklerate witches then," 
oried SandovaL <* But do you see some men 
on the right hand, concealing themselves behind 
a. thicket r 

^* I do,** answered Roque, ** and if my eyes 
deceive me not, they are Spanish officers.^ 

^^ Let us make to them,*' said Sandov^, 
putting spurs to his horse, in which be was 
imitated by Boque. As they t^prodcbed, fme 
o£ them step! out and diaUenged them. At 
SandovaFs answer of <^ an officer of the third 
army," die rest of hk companions cakne fcrwaxd. 
They aU proved tp be officers belonging to 
MoriHo*s divisicm, who mformed our hero of 
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sr intention to join Aidglona'a army, in order 
to avdid the danger to which all lifa^ids in 
Morillo's division were now- exposed, Jis tbt 
worst, feeling exi^eted tfacouj^utit. This in^ 
formatUHi did not £ul to increase Sandoval-s 
anxie^and his speed to readi Frejre's heafU 
quarters, which he did on the foUowii^ day^ 
having allowed himself only a few hours^ rest 
during his two. days' journey. 

Qn. entering the house where the General-in- 
chief w^s quartered, he found a large concourse 
of officers, dressed en grande ienney ready to sit 
io^n to a banquet, which was to be honoured 
by the jpresence of > th^ Generalissiino, Lord 
Wellington, who had that day arrived fronir 
Toulouse, and who immediately after was to 
proceed post to Madrid. After the usual in- 
troductions, congratulations on the glorious ter- 
mination of the war, and lamentations on the 
unfortunate events then passing in Spain, San- 
doval was invited to take his seat among the 
officers of the staff. At the head of the table 
tifiii General Freyre, with his illustrious gUest on 
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his right hand, and surrounded by those supe^ 
nor oflBlcers-of his army who were then at head- 
quarters. The dinner was as became the occa- 
sion, sumptuous and delicately dressed, several 
French cooks having exerted their united talents 
to shoW} that if Frenchmen wer^ not always in- 
vincible in the art of war, they defied all the 
world to beat them in the culinary sciences. 
The conversation very naturally turned upon 
the affairs of Spain, and as the wine circulated, - ' 

men^s heads became heated, and their tongues 
more free. The conduct of King Ferdinand 
was generally reprobated, his counsellors de- I 

nounced as traitors, and he himself as a despot 
and a tyrant. Sandoval paitited in energetic 
coloui's the state to which all the patriots were 
likely to be reduced, if no vigorous steps were 
taken by them to compel the king and the ser- 
vile faction to, adopt a. wiser line of conduct 
and concluded his discourse by putting the fol 
lowing question to the Generalissimo, — " My 
Lord, what conduct would your Excellency 
adopt in a similar situation ?^ 






r r 



I. 



THE FREEMASON. 



119 



1 

i ) 



"My functioJis of General-in-chief of the 
Spanish armies," said his Lordship, "will soon 
tCTminate, consequently* it is not for me to in- 
terfere in the internal affairs of the Peninsula; 
but as an Englishman I must ever love the 
cause of freedom, and were I placed in a similar 
situation, the conduct I should adopt is not at 
all doubtful."* 

• This reply, which though cautiously worded, 
was decidedly flattering to their feelings, was 

greatly applauded by all the guests, none of 
-whom could now doubt that his Lordship conti- 
nued still as favourable to the cohstitutional.cause 
as he had been previous to the king's retum.-f- 



* These are as nearly as possible the words used by the 
Doble Duke on the above occasion, the author having 
heard them from several of the officers who were present 
at that banquet ' 

t Many persons then imagined, and many still think, 
that his Grace took some share in the events of May, 1814; 
but this is a gratuitous assertion, resting on mere conjec- 
ture. That he should have acted in concert with Ferdi- 
nand seems not only improbable, but impossible. The 
treaty which this detestable and ungrateful tyrant had 
just concluded with Napoleon, in which he bound himself 
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After various patriotic toats add sentiments the 
party broke up, and Sandoval, taking leave of 
the General-in-chief and his friends, immediately 
set off for Irun, having ascertained by thi^ 
journey, that Freyre, like Anglona, was willing 
to act in favour of the Constitution, but wa9 
quite as isolated and helpless. 

Sandoval reached Irun on the same day that 
Lord Wellington was to review the third army. 
All the troops were formed on the road to Oyar* 
zun, and presented a somewhisit less tattered ap- 
pearance than they had done on previous occa- 
sions, when the events of the war, and the 
want of funds, left them almost in a state of 
nudity. After the various customary evolutions 
had been performed, Lord Wellington called 
around him all the officers of the staff, chiefs of 
battaUons, captains, &c. and having highly 
eulogized the bravery and good conduct of all 
during the war, which had now so gloriously 

to declare war against England, &c. being the best evi- 
dence of the total fallacy and absurdity of such sus- 
picions. 
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. temnosted, and particularly during the tijne 
they had been under fais imfnedlale orders, he 
touched upon the step taken b; General Bami- 
tel, whkjt be condemned m the strongest and 
ino6t uaeqidvoeal terms, ctHuddering it as a 
1»each of military subordination, unjustifiable 
under any circumstanoM. He then exhorted 
them aU to Bti&e whatever reeentment might still 
eiast in consequence of any difference of politi- 
ticid opinions, and recommended to them union 
and fraternity as virtues essentially requisite 
among military men. To the Prince of An- 
glmia, who requested' his Lordship's mediation 
at court, that a veil might be drawn over all the 
occurrences wbicb bad taken place in his army, 
vad that Bone of the ofScer« should ever after 
be mdested for having expressed liisii senti- 
ments in an open manner. Lord Wellington 
promised to use all bis influence in their behalf, 
asEuringbim, that as be himself did not attach any 
criminality to diur conduct^ his efforts should 
be unremitting, till be had obtained from the king 
VOL. I. o 
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a promise that no proceedings whatever shouM 
be instituted agunst them.* His Lordship theti 
,took his leave of the army, wishing them all 
happiness and prosperity, and the troops replied 
hj hearty cheers of Viva nnestro Generah- 
isimo ! Viva el Lord WeUAngion ! Viva d de- 
fenisor dentieistros derechosTf 

After the review, the officers were seen re- 
turning to their respective quarters in small 
iKxiies, some walking or riding silently on, with 
dejected looks, and slow steps ; and others,' on A 
the contrary, tripping on lightly^ ^th triumph- 
.ant air, fn loud and animated converse, occar 
sionally interrupted by bursts of laughter. The 
contrast showed that the former, were liberals^ 
and. the latter serviles ; for things had now come , 

, to that pass, when those who might, a few days 

* This promise his Grace the Duke of Wellington ob- 
tained from Ferdinand, and strange to say^ this despot 
king kept it, though with some trifling exceptions. 

t Long live our Generalissimo ! Long hve Lord Wel- 
lington ! Long lire the defisndet of. our rights .' 
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.before, have been the arbiters of the nation's 
destiny, were now deduced to the humiMating 
necessity of soliciting the mediation of a foteign 
general! — " jOnly a little resolution in one of 
these inert men at the head of an army, and 
Spain preserves h<er honour* undefiled, and raises 
herself to the station she ought to hold — the 
first nation of Continenia , Europe,? mutta*ed 
Sandoval to himself biting his Hps with a feeL 
,ing of mortification :-r-** but, no," he added, 
^^pain has nothing to expect £rom men whp 
may all be dassed either as fools or as traitors.^ 
^^ Captain !^ cried a thin squeakii|g VQice be^ 
hind him, proceeding from a person who is, or 
pught to be, known to my readers,. " though 
the scales are much turned since we last, met, 
and that I have particular reasons for .bejng 
displeased with you, I pardon you freely, and, 
moreover,, offeir you my protection at court, 
whither I set off this moment, called by our aju-? 
gusi sovereign to receive the reward due to ipj 
eminent services*" 



^ 
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^ Yo^ emin^m sertices !" exclaiffled Sa^do- 
val, ^^pMy^ Genera}, Muinerale them to me, fbr 
I'll be shot kf I know tb^tn.'* 

^ Wbat, Sir, db j<ax mean to insinuate tbat 
I have not done my duty to our sorere^ as our 
ordinances prescribe?" asked General Rodriguez, 
a littte disturbed by Sandoval's question. 

*< God forbid I should ever utter sueh a b)a^ 
phemy r cried Sandoval ; *^ but I am a little puz- 
eled to discover hour your services have become 
eminent. Pray, is it because you have never been 
once during the whole campaign in a field of 
battle ? or is it liccause you were always to be 
found in the rear of the army whenever danger 
pressed in fk'ont, and at the head of it when the 
rear stood in peril ?'* 

, ** Ay ! but you forget that I was subject to 
a fever whenever a biattle was to be fought," 
i^id the Quarter-Master -General, <^and this 
l^hnply because I worked up my courage to that 
degree of excitement, that it invariably brought 
on shiverings. This, too, was my reason for 






THS FJtJECUASOy. 



3X6 



miceptmg my present post of Quarttr^asteiv 
Geoend, whkh obliged me to keep in die nor* 
Besides, mere courge is not worth a groatM-»that 
h a gift which almost every brute poisesses; it 
is uAderModiog, a kumdedgt of the ordkianoefl^ 
and abova aU, obadi^iioe^ wUch ara most xe* 
qiusite."^ 

. ^^ And I should add prud4nce^ ot which lew 
have a greatar ahai» thaa yourself,"^ flaid Sm» 
dovali iroaically, but whieh tba Gcamal iBtar^ 
preted literally ; <' it is this essential qpiality 
which has rendered you so celebrated among us^ 
and for which it is just the legitimate govern- 
ment should recompense, you. Well, Sir, re* 
cave my congratulations, for I make no doubt 

you will become the favorite of our Lord and . 
Master, the Eing.*^ 

^^ Beckon upon my protection,** said the an^ 

I 

dent chief, quite pleased at Sandoval^s eulogy, 
and no less so at the prospect he held out of the 
probability of becoming his master's favorite. 
*^ If you were to be a little more attentive to 
our ordinance-book," added he, ^^ I could almost 
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promise you a step above your own; but we 
must see when we are at court what we caii do 
for you." 

' ^^ Many thanks and a pleasant journey to 
you,*" said Sandoval, bowing his head so low 
that it nearly touched his horse^s neck; after 
which he rode oft* to avoid the grape-shot of ar- 
tides, chapters, and books^ firom the military 
ordinances, which the General never failed to 
fire off against every individual who came within 
his reach* 
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CHAPTER VI. 

/ 

AU is BtUl, 

Bat the lattice that flaps' wbeo the wind is shrill— 
a, Though raves the gust, and floods the raio, 
No haod shall close tts clasp again. 
On desert sands 'twere joy to scan 
The rudest steps of fellow man ; 
So here, the very voice of Grief 
Might wake an Echo like relief. 

Loan Braoir. 



The time for the dissolution of the army 
^fraa now fast approaching. It was iiot to be ex-* 

pefcted that the servile faction, which now held 

« 

the .reins of government, would allow a power, 
which had shewn' itself hostile to the establish- 
ment of their favourite system, to exist long.- 
Orders/therefore, were issued to the General-in- 
diief a short time after the troops took theif 
departure from the frontiers to the intmor^ tcr 
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license his troops, and most of the officers. 
These orders, which were received at Siguenza^ 
where the head-quarters of the army happened 
then to be, were hailed with equal pleasure^ 
both by liberals and serviles. The desire of 
returning to their homes, after so many years 
absence and danger, was as strong with one 
party as with the other. Both had their parents, 
relations, and friends to embrace, and many 
among both, perhaps, were influenced by still 
dearer and more tender ties. 

Among these last was our hero, who rejoiced 
at quitting the army, both because, by being 
free from miUtary shackles, he should be better 
ablp to realize those plans of haj^iness, so long 
WdA fondly cherished by him,-— Ivts union with 
the beloYad idol of hiii heart,-*a&d because hq 
expected to £nd more o{qK)numties of efi^ 
twUIy serving his country by quittiBg, tlian 
by eonUnuing in a smrioe, which might compel 
him 10 act contniry to his senfie of justice and 
iltiUty> and to comply with the ccMsmaads of 
despotism and tyranny. Accordingly, whe» 
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h^ took hav^ ^ bi^^S^eral^ tbough both o£* 
{eeei fo us« at oovit thsk ow» i»4ui^Qei md 
th$X of thm fnmdst to obUin th^ proiootioa 
4v» to hk services, if be would but contiBue 
ist the army} he deetined ftvuilii^ himiself of 
Aeiir imi offim^ decl«riiig biiBself to be per- 
fectly sfftigA^ vitb the conicioiisaesfii of binmg 
done hi$ duty^ and vnth emaymg vnihhm thw 
esteem and good wiahe& 

Ba/tit^ now takeisi aa aSeotiooate leiive of 
Us cowtradea and friends^ Sandoval took tho 
mad to Log? oSo> his nattra towa, whitbar ho 
not only expected to find his belovod Gabrjela^ 
but also his fktbegtj yrho m his last lettar from 
Madrid had ii^nned hhaa of his intentbn to 
repair thitheix 0( ooune, bur friend Boquo 
was not left bciiind ion this iuiportssit oecasioa. 
Indeed, be had Sivom to live and die with hia 
master, aod beang too mucb of a Castiliaa ever 
to Ibrg^t his word, ha voi^ld much sooaer hav9 
hanged hicnself tium feaiaioed behind, evea H 
requested to do so. Besides he had a notion, 
that he was iavaluable to his master, not 

oS 
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b^ause he considered himself more clever thaif 
kay of his acquaintances, but because his an* 
cestorS) having served in San<dovars family ' 
during some generations, he thought his master 
derived as mucli pride from this as himself, and 
that it would be as great an infamy for him t<5 
live with another master, as for his master to put 
up with the attentions of another servant. * 

*' iVIi capitan,'' cried he as they rode silently 
over the wide and sterile Sierras* which run 
through the greatest part of Lower Castile on 
the confines of Arragon and Navarre, " what 
makes you so silent and moody ? Are you sorry 
to teturn to the house of your fathers ?'' 

Alas, Roque !^ said his master with a sigh, 

you would not have me gay, when you re- 
member, that I shall find there only one, though 
When I patted I left two ? My poor mother, 
^he who loved me so tenderly, is no more ! In 
vain now shall my eyes search for her in those / 
places where I used to see her smile on me, 

. . * Chains of Mountains. . . ., ^ 
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and where she has so often folded me in her 
arms. Do you recollect, how eagerly, after a feW 
days absence, she us^ to run down to the gate 
the instant she caught a glance of me, and with 
what trati6ports she would embrace me as I 
lighted from 'my horse? Ah Roque! what 
would I not giye to receive, after an absence 
like this, one more of those embraces ! — ^my life, 
my life!" * ^ 

*.* For the holy Virgin's sake ! Sir,*' cried 
Roque, dashing a tear from his cheek with the 
bock of his hand, ^^ do not talk so, or you'U 
make a child of me. Don't I too recollect, as 
well as yourself, the many times when her 
ladyship, (may her soul rest witb ! God), with 
her own white hands, as white as a curd, used 
to cut and present me with a good large slice 
of cecina,* or an Estremadura sausage, or may- 
be a nice piece of foreign cheese, because, as she 
wa$> pleased to say, she Uked to see Roque 
participate in the good things of. this world f 

. 5 A sort of salt beef, tn^hich is hung in the kitchens 
^til it' becomes dry, and which is resllly a delicate 
moiceau. 
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Gi^ blos% her ! — A^yf well do I resi^pba* t^ftd 
•ad a good many other things, and never ubail 
I forget tjbtein)» whSe I live; l>ut« Sir, it wa» tha 
will c^ Qod \o call h^ t^ himfidf » (cMrse all tha 
f repch of thia tm4^ the world to come who were 
the eause of it,) yet let ,ua hope we shall meei 
her in a better plape.** 

^ True» friend Roque, it was the will of 
God/' replied his 'master; '^ but thoughts like 
ibe^ will sotietimes intrude on our minds, and 
make ua mdancboly; — But changing to anodber 
subject,— what do you think of Do&a 6«« 
brida? Would you say she was stiJU attached 
tome?" 

^< Would I ?* and Bo^e, casting his head 
on one side knowini^, ** I wish to Grod I could 
isy as much of tbut little jade Rosa, who though 
she snorted like a Ugh mettled htffse, and wept 
and tore bar hafar wh^i I left her, { suspecft, 
there was mote noise ihaxi quts,*^ in f|||H|>'iiier de- 
moostratiotM. &HUids t if she has fo];gotte2» 

, * A$im»8h.pfQir6rb«*Jtf<(«M0/Hi£ifii ^ ^itae»«» 
conre«pon4iiigto th« old EogUsh one of **^likA slieaidag 
hog% a great cry and little wool.'* 
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itt^ it will tt0t be my fault ; for I baVe^ more 
ibanoQce^ rooommeitcied sefreralof my acqiiaiii^ 
ances to dance with her, and trip* her fo^ me, 
as often as I used to ck^ which alie cannot iiail 
iemewbm»g well ; for^ once she gal a lump ck 
tfae'back of her hiad as large as my fist^ whieli 
1 rather think she never got rid of." 

a . Why, man, was that not tbiowii]^ ttinpta- 
tion in her way, or, m (>ther words^ reoommtfnd; 
io^ her to the devil ? indeed, the oniy. wonder 
would be if joa were to find her true ; nott 
xrithstaBdiDg fonar endeavoars to make bet 
false." . 

<^Ay, ay," cried Roque, ^doubtless yoit 
imagine stioh a trick as that would be g» cur- 
rent a coin with our dass, a^ it is with yours ; 
but I should like to see the gallast, who having 
beat entrusted with such a commission^ would 
da«e play faUe with me^ or any one else* * By 
the holy Mary! I should not ask l^ve ol tbe 

* This trfpping op of the fair dancer's faeeb. Is con- 
lUor^ a piece oC gallantry amoagthe peagaat& of Casti^ 
and the oflener the lady is brought to the ground, the mopg 
gallant the lover is thought. 
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aleade to.cudgel: the knave's brains out, and 
hreak lu3. .marrpw*bones . for him^ I -promise 
.you.". ,» ; 

' . "Then,^ said his master, ^* I fear you will 
jbaye some irprk on. your hands on our arrival; 
And m^ybe with morc than one of your honest 
felks." , . -; 

"Never 'fear that, Sir," cried Roque,. ." but 
if J find . tha jade has forsaken me for any on^ 
else^.IUl.call .her to a reckoning. By heavens ! 
jQiOt a bead will I leave on :her neck, nor a 
ribbon on her head. The.^lver shoe-buckles 
I gave heri which were the envy of all her 
friends, and which cost me no le^s thim one 
doUar, six. reals,, and twenty maravedis, she 
ishaU sport no more ; nor - the beautiful silver* 
gilt locket with the Yir^ Mary on one side, 
and the bleeding heart, pierced with two arrows 
on. the other, ti^ to a i^lver chain, the whole of 
'Whi(^ cost me twaity-five, reals; nay, I will 
not even leave her the consojlation of. showing 
on her fingers the two silver rings she-wasso^ 
proud of, one of which had on it no less thaii 
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fifteen beautifal coloured imitation stones, and 
the other a real cameo, cut in glass. — ^And what^ 
do you think I bring her now from Prance?'' k 
:'■ *^ I suppose some fine diamond ear-rings, or 
some beautiful piece of . lace, or. else a welk 
wrought gold comb, or maybe a pearl neck**^ 
lace,*' replied Sandoval. 

** And . maybe, you think, I could have? 
stolen that too ? Else where the deuce should! 
I have found money to buy diamonds, andi 
pearls, gold and lace? I am sure I never saws 
^ven the colour of them in France. It is true 
I saw there a great deal of gilt brass, and false' 
beads, many( knick-knacks, not worth picking 
up, and which all the gold of America could 
riot buy, if I were to believe what the French- 
men who sold them said, — in a word, much tinsel 
aiid little gold, — just such another stuff as goes' 
to the composition of the. French themselves — ' 
But were you all the days of your life guessing 
at itj you would not hit the mark — Well, thei\ 
I'll tell you; it is four beautiful fiat sheljs, 
which I picked up near St« Jean de Luz, and, 
which I have made into a pair of castanets, .the 
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9Qiuid ^ ivhidi wtU drown half a doaoK of tiie 
topmmoft ones, «nd vUch I defy any num to 
shew me the like." 

^ Upon my honour, Roquel'Vexelahned his 
master, ^ I had no idea yoa had so much gaU 
lantry tnd ingenuity/' 

*< Let me alone for thaV* i^etumcd he^ 
^ fer though I am no AmUtu^an to hnig about 
my m^its, were I lo tell you the yatbiis Qfrna*» 
meats I made for the jade, you -would remain 
orosstng* yourself tiU to-morrow morning;^ 

*< Then pray spare me thdr description,^^ said 
Sandoval, i^urring his liorse towards an emi- 
nenoe on the right of the road, from whidb his 
native city bm^t at once npon the s^ht* No 
sooner had he reached the summit of this hill, 
than, overcome by a thousand different emotions 
with which the gay and animated spores of his 
boyhood inspired him, he pulled up his horse to 
breathe awhile, and contemplate jronv it the rich 
plain on which Logrono stands, fertilized by the 

* It is a common practice among certain- classes of 
people in Spain, to cross thomselves ivhea they heair any* 
thing vsry surprising. 
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mcniideriog Ebro^ and chequered with luxuriimt 
viD^y«rd0» olive piasitatioiia, elegant villas^ sut. 
rounded by beautiful garden, andpaotuieaqne 
ruins^ some of which> findy ovjemm with ivy, 

£»m a delightful contrast to the erect and symm 

• 

metrical towers and churches, which 4xmtribute 
in ¥}o trivial degree. to the adwnment of the 
scene by the varied architecture of their. lofity 
spires and belfries, and overlook a numb^ of 
welUbuilt edifices. The did walls of the town 
too, and the half^ruined bridge by which the 
Ebro is crossed on the road to Vittoria, were 
seen uninjured by the destructive hand of. war« 
Every object indeed exhibited the, same ap- 
/ pearance as when be had left the city, and natu* 

rally brought to bis mind a crowd of recoUee* 
tions, some pleasing and others melancholy ; 
but those w^re always pure and bright, which 
carried him bifcck to the days of infancy — ^the 
age of illusion or unalloyed hap|unes0* 
. Hoque, who, though % servant, had nbo the 
gift of recolleeting past pleasures, stood by hie 
master, ready to weep or laugh at the remem* 
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ltraxioe'o£ things now hurriedinto et^mily, jufit '• 
asithe impulse Tf^as. communicated tohim by his 
master, who, however, was so much absorbed in 
his meditations, that neither tiears nor smiles 
ii^^ere. observable in. his countenance. Seeping 
hb saddk in aa erect i>6sture, in his right hand, 
holding a. telescope, which he ^ pressed against ^ 
his. thigh, and his eyes immovably fixed on the^ 
scene below^ he offered an excellent model for 
the statue of a young hero, with his gallant; 
manly, intelligent: phyi^gnomy to aid the effect 
of his figure. ^^ I hope he is not petrified,^ 
' said* Roque to^ himself, greatly tempted to ' 
touch Inm, and then he added aloud, *^Mi- 
G^qpitan, are we to bivouac here to*night ; ' for if' 
SQ,. I .had better prepare our mess,* and turn our* 
horses into the valley below." 

Sandoval started as if from a dreaih, and^ 
after a long-drawn sigh, he sil^itly led his- 
Horse down the, hill, and having reached the' 
high road to Xogrofio, commenced a sharp trot,* 
wbich soon brought him into the city. The 
agHation of hi$ nund, and the wish .to reach his^ 
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paternal roof, made . him hurry - through the^ 
sU^eets without taking the least notice of thc^ 
numerous assemblage of fashionable ladies who^ 
were repairing to the promenade in thei^ white 
lace veils, and their silk basguifUM,* many of 
whom cast their large dark eyes on him with a 
kind, of interest that indicated some previous 
knowledge of the stranger. 
' At length he came within sight of his father's 
house, and he felt his heart beat with so much' 
violence in his bosom,^ that he was obliged to 
piause a few minutes to recover a little serenity. 
Meatitime, his anxious eyes, were busily em-^ 
ployed in examining every part of its extmor.' 
There-was in it no material change. The saoie 
masnve appearance about the principal door,, 
surmounted with the family escutch/eon, cut on' 
stone, was. still discernible; the ^ght balconies 
— ^the.mx grated windows below — ^were still the* 
' ^ame : even the.twelve projecting spouts on the" 
edge of the roof were complete, and underneath 

r ^ A petticoat worn by SpAniih iadie» whenever they gO; 

out ,5 
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vere yet to be teen almost the same aumber of 
.9W*lIow8^ nests.. Yet one thing Sandoval ob* 
served) which exited anxious forebodings in 
his breast, bol^ the balomiea and the windows 
were completely shut np ; and though it waii 
now the latter end of July, no white curtain 
^ked the exterior, as was the case with those 
of the other houses. The principal dooTs 
>irhich led to the patio,* and to the great stair- 
case, was also shut, and only a wicket of tl^ 
same door was half open. 

<^ Hold my b<»sei^ cried Saqdoval to Boqne^ 
alighdng with apparent ^oaotion, <' for I must 
dear this mysfery^ and you wait here till I 
return." He then walked towards the wicket» 
pushed it c^n, and entered the court As be 
cast a glance around, he was surprised to see it 
looking waste and descdate. Even the fountiam 
that decorated the^ centre was dxied^ up, and 
covered with dust and rubbish. Hastening^. 

I 

• A court which is attached to the houses of most Spanish 
gentiemen, and in the middle of yftkh then is generally a 
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^Weter, to the great staircase^ he ran wp^ and 
was on the point of grasping the knocker of the 
It^ncr door trh«ti he beard a hanh roice issuing 
frtim uildemeath one of the corrid<n^ rbcHferat- 
iag*«-^« Eh, halt there 1 What is your bu^ness 
here?** 

Surprised at snch an eftquiry, ^ Sandoval 
turned his head towards the place from which 
tlie Toiee ifisued* and obserred iti one comer of 
the ptttio a tagged soldier wifh a dgaif id his 
mouth, carelessly reclming i^gainst the wall, and 
aupporling a mnsket with onfe hand. " Pr«y, 
good friend," cried Sandovd, casting Ms eyes 
around the place m if to be assured of the fact ; 
^* am I mistaken, or is not this Don Fabricio 
SandovaPs house ?^ 

** Odd enough if it were so,!' answered the 
soldier, puffing away at his cigar, and winking 
sarcastically on our hero, ^* but good friend, let 
me ask you two questions ; first, in what booth 
or stable have we dined together to entitle me to 
be your good fiiiend ; and secondly, wbene did 
you hear of a bird havkig a cage irhen he hlis 
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*flown away frdm it? Not in our "days, I a^i 



.*ure, ' 

Sandoval stared at the fcllotr^ unable to un- 
derstand either his impudeitce^ or his jargon. 
'^ Sirrah !" exclaimed he, **^ VU break your bonces 
for you, though you be on ^uty, if you don't 
answer my question intelligibly, and quickly." ^ 

^^ Why, as to quickly," returned the sbldkr 
l<dsarely, ^^ it was never my failing to' do things 
in' a hurry; and as to intelligibly, nothing can 
be more clear,^f a bird flies away from' his 
cage, is the cage his, or his master^s ? In the 
same 'way, if a man' chooses to fly from his 
house, is the house his, or our lord the king's ?'^ 

^^ Zounds !^^ exclaimed Sandoval impatiently, 
^'trifle you with meP Say instantly what has 
become of Don Fabricio?*^ 

" I was not born' a conjuror,'^ returned th^ 
soldier, in as indifferent a tone as ever, ^* he 
may be hung 'for what I know or care.'' 

" Sirrah !" cried Sandoval angrily, ** I'll 

make you care, you rascaL ' See you this .^" un* 

, buttoning his surtout and shewing hiip bia; c^p*- 
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.Iain's imignia. " You'llE repent your insolenc^, 
aod that shortly too." 
. The soldier apparently little ctmceraed at it, 
approached to examine the buttons of Sandoval's 
coat, and. {then exclaimed,— " Ay, I see, you 
belonged to the third army, and h&ve been m 
France. You must be purified before I can 
fear your threats — and it is all rery proper, by 
Saint Francis ! for, as his hcdy disciples Say, 
who knows but you may have smu^led heresy 
and impiety into Sp^n P" 

This was too much for Sandoval. To be 
thus jeered by a ragged soldier in his own house, 
and at such a conjuncture, when every second 
to him vae as precious as years might be' to the 
egotist, was more than he, or any one else could 
have borne. " Hark ye, scoundrel !" cried he, 
bursting with pas^on, " whether I be pure ot 
impure, that will not shield you from beitig shot 
before a week elapses. - Take my word forit| 
ril have an example made of you, to teach odiers 
the subordination due to their superiors.^ " 
As he spoke these words, several peofde's 
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.feoi'*ttq)s were heardjl entoriiig die patio. It 
was a corporal and three soldiers, who came tb 
cfalmge the eenlifid. Sandoval withdrew on 
one Aie to allow the corporal to perforin bis 
duty» and when this was done, he> eaquiced off 
him why a caitinel wa» potted there* 

<< Beeauae," replied the corporal, '^ this ie 
Jkxk Fabrido Sandoval's house, on whith there 
is a sequestQAtion laid for being a traitor to tfai^ 

ft 

king-'' • . 

<^ A traitor !*' exclaimed Sandoval indignailtly, 

<' what do you mean, Sir, by a traitor?" 

^^ I mean one who is not a serviie,^^ replied 
the corporal ; ^^ for now a-days all are traitors 
who tion't cry — ^ Long live the £ing, our 
I^ordr^ 

^* And what has become of Don Fabricio ?^* 
enquired Sandoval hastily. 

<< That is more than I can tell,^^ returned the 
corpora! ^^AU I know for certain is^ that 
about a week ago he left Logroao^ and has iK)t 
been heard of since." 

So saying he raised Jbis hand to his cap>.and 
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withdrew with his men, leaving Saodoval paned 
to the spot, struggling with the moet paiattil 
feelings. His filial devotion and attachment, 
at all times excesnve, mid now excited to the 
highest state of alarm, painted in the most vivid 
oolouTB the siifferings and privatjons to which 
the veneraUe old man might be exposed. After 
all the sacrifices his father .had made'to resttffe 
Ferdinand to the throne 'of -his asceetors, so 
pusiUanimously aband^ed by him, and after 
his patriotic exmions to insure to his country a 
less d^;rading system of goivemment, by which 
its welfare and {O'oefierity might be established 
on a lasting basis, even by^e sacrifice of those 
privil^es of his class which he enjoyed, Re ifas 
entided to another recompense than bani^ment 
and spoliation, at least, so thought; his son. 
These and other reflectitms, which the present 
sceie excited, to a mind naturally fervid, could 
not but be painful and distressing in the highest 
dt^ree. Unconsinaus of the centinel's presence, 
he paced the patio with long strides, his arms 
folded across his breast, now ejaculating broken 
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exclamations of filial tenderness and affection, 
and now bursting into fits of passion, in which 
vengeance wJas fervently invoked, and wKich 
wasted itself in apostrophies and wrathful ex* 
pressions. 

While he was thus employed, Roque, who 
had observed the soldiers going in and out, sus- 
pected ail was not* right within, and consequently 
got his head in at the wicket, and cried out to 
his master — ^^ Mi capitfn, how do things stand 
here, and where are the knaves of my old 
master^s servants, who do not hasten to open this 
gate, and allow our horses to come in ? Am I to 
be holding them here to all eternity ?" 

t^ Where shall I find mv unfortunate father ?" 
ejaculated Sandoval, unheeding Roquets question, ' 
and padng the patio hurriedly, ^^ or whi^e shall 
I turn my steps ? Houseless and fatherless, where 
shall I find happiness and copsoiation P— Alas ?" 
exclaimed. he, making a sut^n pause, ** this 
was the very spot where I received the parting 
kiss of her whom I shall see ho more ! Well do 
I remember the hour. Mow her tears moistened 
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my cbeeks ! — ah ! doubtless it was the presenti- 
ment of what was to happen ! — Yes, for never 
does the heart thus bleed unconscious of its ap- 
proaching doom! And here too, — dare I now 
think of her P— can I now think on plans of happi- 
ness? — may I now hope that the soothing hand of 
love will heal the wounds of fate and tyranny ? 
— Gabriela! this was the spot where you pledged 
the vow I asked, and sealed it with a kiss,— 
here didst thou plight thy faith to me in truth 
and ancerity — here, in this spot, didst thou fold 
me to thy bosom, and amidst aghs and tears 
swore by the holiest things in the creation, never 
to forget me, never to he another's, but mine, — 
mine only.— How is it now P — Has my absence 
destroyed those recollections ? —Do'st thou hold 
that faith pledged to me, as lightly as the many 
perjured triutors hold the oaths, taken at the 
altar of thrir country?" — He paused a while, 
and wi[ung his forehead, from which a cold sweat 
ran, rushed towards the door. " Roque," cried 
be, '* take our horses to the Fonda del Angel, 
and wait there my return. This is no longer my 
h2 
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home. I have no home — I have no parents." 
Saying this, he left the house alone, and follow- 
ing the impulse of his heart, in a few minutes 
he found himself at the door of Don Antonio 
Lanza, the father of his adored Gabriela. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Oh 1 1 have nothing to txpeet on esrthi ! 
But mi^ry it very apt to talk i 
I thought I might bo heard 1 

SODTBBBH. 



It is not easy for us to express what Sandoval 
felt on reaching Don Antonio^s house. Hope 
and fear, mingled with a thousand contending 
passions, so a^tated and distressed him, that he 
hesitated whether to go in, or retrace his steps 
His natural impatience, however, urged him 
forward, and he entered the^portal* of the house; 
but before he could bring his mind to announce 
himself, a thousand apprehenaons rushed into 

^ A sort of interior portico. 
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his mind, and a feeling of faintness came otel* | 

him> which obliged him to recline his head 
against the door. After one or two minutes of 
violent agitation, he mustered sufficient courage 
to grasp the knocker, and give a rap. The 
noise made him start, and he drew back in- 
voluntarily towards the street door ; but before 
he had reached it, a servant man came to ans- 
wer the knock, and asked to know his business; 
— *^ Are the family at home .?" enquired Sandoval^ 
with a faultering voice. 

**They are all at home," said the servant, 
looking steadily into, his face, ^* do you wish to 
see them ? What name shall I say ? ** 

" Don Calisto Sandoval." 

The man looked more fixedly on him.^-* 
" And do you really wish to see them ?" en- 
quired he again. 

** I have told you so before." 

" I think you had better take a glass of wine 
before you go in. You look deadly pale; you 
must be unwell,"" said the man, and without 
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waiting for an answer opened a cover, and 
drawing oiit a glass and a bottle, he poured out 
a bumper. 

** Friend,*' cried Sandoval, taking the glass 
and tasting some of the wine, " are you a Navar- 
rese or a Biscayan ? — one of the two undoubt- 
edly you are." 

** I am a Biscayan — but why do you ask 
it ?" 

^' Because I suspect you imagine that wine is 
a cure for all diseases,*^ replied Sandoval with a 
melancholy smile. 

^^ The deuce, and you guessed it well,^ said 
the servant, <^ I am really of that opinion ; and, 
moreover, that it gives the weak man boldness, 
which you want above all things; — but here 
goes to your health, and success against all 
your rivals;" he then swallowed two bum- 
pers, one after another, put the bottle in the 
cover, and beckoned Sandoval to follow him. 

*' Stay," cried Sandoval, agitated, though 
Infecting to smile, ^^ who are those rivals you 
talk of? You dotft know me, do you ?^ 
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" / rather think I have heard your name be- 
fore now,^' said he, laying a great emphasis on 
the first words ; << but you seem impatient to see 
the family," he added, " they are here in the 
lower apartment, which looks into the garden,^* 
and walking hastily to a little door opposite, all 
the while pretending not to hear Sandoval^s 
whisper of ^< stop, stop ;*' he lifted the latch, 
and announced him. 

On entering, he found Don Antonio sitting 
at one extremity of the room, bdbre a table, on 
which there was a wax taper burning to light 
his cigar* He was in dose conversation with a 
reverend father, whose white habit, Uack cloak, 
and large round hood shewed him to be a 
Dbminican, and who was in fact the family 
spiritual director. About the middle of the 
room was Dofiia Angela Lanza, Don Antonio^s 
wife, Icneeling before a picture of the Virgin 
Mary, that hung over a sofa, and holding a 
prayer-book in her hand ; and near one of the 
balconies that looked into the garden, sat, em- 
broide^g at a tambour fr^e> Gabriela her* 
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self. Slle was doathed in a white muslin dress, 
and move a lace fidiu over her well formed 
bosom, on which the shining dark-ebony tresses 
that fell from her Grecian hair-dress sported 
lightly, moved by the evening breeze which re- 
freshed the room, as it passed through the 
verdant foliage with which the trees in the gar- 
den were dbthed; Her fine oval countenance, 
at all times beautiful by the perfect symmetry 
tji its features, looked now doubly interesting by 
an air of melancholy sweetness which overhead 
it, and by the soft paleness of her cheeks, on 
which now and then the parting rays .of the 
sunset cast a rosy dnge, which no socmer had 
the leaves of the trees recovered from the 
tremor, caused by tbv^ressure of the wind, shut 
the rays out, than it disappeared. 

On our hero*s name being announced, ail four 
rose as if moved by one impulse, and fixed their 
eyes on the door. Sandoval paused an instant, 
as be glanced around, and then with open arms 
hastened towards Don Antonio to embrace him ; 
buc the latter raising up his hand as he ap* 
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proached, bid him stop, exclaiming, — *^ Gently, 
gently, Don Calisto, before I emlffaoe ybu, I 
must first know that you are worthy of it** 

Sandoval remained motionless -and rivetted to 
the spot, as if converted into a statue by the 
words ; but he was soon roused from the over- 
whelming astonishfnent they had caused by a 
faint^ scream from Gabriela, who after an at- 
tempt to speak, fell back on h^ chair and 
fainted away. The distressed lover ran to her, 
and throwing himself on his knees, grasped her 
hand, which he pressed fervently to his lips, 
calling her by a thousand endearing m^es. 
Then rising from the ground, ran distract** 
edly about the room, wringing his hands, and 
calling to his servant Roque, if he valued his 
life to fetch immediately a physician, salts, 
hartshoi^, vinegar, and all the restoratives 
he could think of, swearing all the while be 
would have him shot if he did not return quick- 
ly. When this first burst was over, he seemed 
to recover a little serenity, and, drawing near 
Gabriela placed the palm of his haiid over her 
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lips, felt her left side, and then her pulse, held 
up her he^, .pressed her hand in his, and 
covered it with kisses. — *' This is some of her 
nonsense,'^ cried Doga Angela, who had till 
then been looking with greater surprise and 
alarm at Sandovars violent demonstrations of 
affection, than at her daughter's accident. — 
*^ Had you never been allowed to read any^ 
other books than the prayer book, and the ofHces 
of the holy week, you would not thus make a 
fool of yourself," she added, shaking Gabriela 
by the arm. 

" For God's sake, Dona Angela," cried the 
terrified Sandoval, ** have a little considera- 
tion, Gabriela is almost lifeless. Do not destroy 
her, pray be . . . ." 

*^ As you, Dona Angela very well observed," 
interrupted the reverend father, who stood look- 
iug on, seemingly liitle affected, either at San- 
doval*s distress, or Gabriela's situation, ^^ the 
mischief lies in reading^ that is the root of all 
evfl. Young women now-a-days get hold of 
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books^ which they are incapable of und^stand-* 
iHg, tod trcm ihiem. learn only how to despise 
thdr parentis wholesome adyice, a^d to run 
from folly into vice, and from vice into par* 
dition." 

^^ Methinksy holy Sir^^ cried Sandoral, not a 
httle incensed at the brutal insensibility of his 
Reverence, ^^ that such reiections are here un- 
seasonable, and that, it would be more befitting 
and christian like, were your reverence to try 
conciliatory measures, instead of lighting up dis« 
cord, and to assist in restoriiig this unhappy 
lady." 

DoSa Angela seemed much shocked at this 
observation. ^^ SeSor Don Calisto,^ said she, 
drily, ^ if you have learned in France how to 
be disrespectful to the holy ministers of our 
mother church, I insist upon your not display- 
ing your acquirements in my house; and as 
your assistance here can be dispensed with, you 
are at liberty to go as soon as you Itke.^ 

Sandoval, notwitbstandiaic h^ ▼^ prepared 
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to hear, after the unluad reception he had met 
from Gabrie)a''B parents, any unceremonious dis- 
course, felt a great difficulty in checking his 
exdted feelings, though bis love for Gabriela 
imposed upon him this necessity. " Madam," 
said he, after s few minutes dience, *' I should 
Aever have intruded my presence on you, at 
entered your house, bad I not been so earnestly 
invited by yourself. It is true,** added be, 
hanging down Bis head^ " drcumstanoes are 

' much changed since, and instead of my being 
the wealthy heir of the house of Sandoval, I 
am a houseless wanderer, and may be a heg^ 
A<Ht]y. Yet, Dona Angela, to a civil recep* 

' ticMi I think I am entitled, though you may no 
longer court my alliance." . 

*' Sir," replied the devout Dofia Angela, 
f' bad you not fcosaken your prindples, and 
abjui^ your relij^iHi, while renuuning in that 
heretifaal country from which you have just re- 
turned, you would find me as much alive to 
kindness now, as I was when I gave my consent 
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to your marriage with Gabriela, and you would, 
have no occasipn to accuse me of bding actuated, 
by paltry and worldly motives ** 

" Madam/* returned Sandoval, " whoever 
has told you I have forsaken, my principlee and 
abjured my religion, him I declare a villain in 
the very face of the world. My principles at 
this moment are the same as they were since I 
came to the age of reason, and my religion as 
unchanged as they. The only difference now 
is, that my circumstances and prospects are 
altered. This is a crime unpardonable in the ^ 

eyes of many, and calls forth the hackneyed 
pretext for every breach of faith in our age — | 

the want of loyalty and religion.*** 

" *Tis impossible for a young man to live in 
a heretical country, and not become tinged 
with heretical ideas,^ said gravely his Reverence* 

" And does your Reverence really think 
France a heretical country "? enquired San- 
doval, in a tone of contempt 
. ^* And pray young man,*' returned the friar. 
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with a jeering smil^ <^ may I ask of your vis- 
dom to inform my igndranoe, what else are the 
French people but heretics ?''♦ 

** By telling you, that the 'majority are Roman 
Catholics," replied Sandoval. ^^ I presume I am 
not informing you, but merely repeating what it 
is impossible you should be ignorant of." 

" So that, according to your presumption, I 

« 

am more a knave than a fool ? — I am extremely 
obliged to you," said his Reverence with an af- 
fected bow, and then turning himself towards 
Dona Angiela, he added with a triumphant look, 

* People in Spain, before and daring Napoleon's inva* 
sion, were taught to believe that those Frenchmen who 
were not atheists, were heretics ; the conduct of the French 
troops under Napoleon justified this absurd accusation. 
But since tlie late holy crusade^ in which a true son of St. 
Louis« a brother of Prince Hohenlohe, (of miracle-working 
notoriety,) a pious Moncey, amistified Baron Damas, a de- 
vout Noailles, and various other saints, " hajados del cielo h 
pedradas,*'^ descended to the earikon being stoned from 
hetsoenj as the Spanish adage goes, did not disdain to kiss 
the holy habit of that most formidable of all saints, the 
Trappist, their ideas must have undergone considerable 
alteration. 



<< ^Tis deligbtful, Madam^to see how improTed 
these young men are after a journey to France r 
While this conversaticm was going on, Sando« 
vsi did not neglect to tender every assistance. in 
his power for the recovery of his beloved, in 
which he was effectually aided by Don Antonio, 
who though a weak man, and easily influenced 
by others, was yery much attached to his 
daughter, who was his only child* At last, by 
dint of applicationsy chafing, and other remedies^, 
they succeeded in recalling her to herself; and 
Sandoval, who h^ been watching with great 
ffiixiety the moment of her recovery, on perceiv- 
ing her lips quiver, and her bosom h^ve, dropped 
one knee on the ground, and clasping her hand 
in his, jessed it to his burning lips. Gabrida 
soddenly opened her large dark eyes ; but yet 
unconscious of what was passing, she cast a 
vacant stare around the room, as if to collect her 
senses, rubbed h^ temples with her dis^gaged 
hand, and drew a long sigh. At these evident 
signs of restored animation, Sandoval^s tears 
flowed profusely on the hand which he still held 
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to his lips, and she now, feeling the buniing 
drops, looked down on him^ and suddenly dis-- 
engaging herself from his clasp, threw her arms 
round his neck, and burst into a flood of tears* 

This affectingscene did not fiul to excite Don 
Antonio's sympathy, and eyen to soften a little 
the severity of Dofia Angela herself. The 
servants themselves, as they stood looking on^ 
nibbed their eyes with their aprons, and partici^ 
pated in those delightful feelings, to which the in- 
dulgence of all compasaonate impulses gives rise- 
But not so the friar, who a total stranger to ail 
social affection, and free from human ties, being 
attached to society only by the selfish comforts 
he derived from it, walked about, unmoved at 
this sight, smoking his cigar, mid from time to. 
time casting a look of scorn on the interesting 
group. ' 

At this conjuncture the Comisario Regto^* of 

* A sort of judge created by FerdiDand» to try alleged 
political offences, or rather to persecute to utter destruction 
the enlightened and patriotic men who had replaced him on- 
the throne. 
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LogroSo, Don Auiceto Artima&a, was sliiDounc^ 
ed, and in walked a man of low stature, dressed 
in a rich gold embroidered coat, decorated with 
the grang cross of Charles III, white kerseymere 
pantaloons, hessian boots with gold fringe and 
tassels, a gold-laced cocked hat under his left 
arm, and a cane with a gold top in his right 
hand. Unfortunately, all this finery could not 
oonceal a look of marked ferocity, and features 
as coarse and vulgar as they werfe disgustingly 
deformed. Eyes of a greenish colour, sunken 
into the head, and so concealed by the busby 
eye4M:ows which overhung them, that only a 
twinkling, resembling the glimmerings of a light 
burning in a deep dark dungeon was observed ; 
a nose which, by some unlucky accident in his 
boyhood, had been so completely flattened on 
his face, that it was impossible to discern either 
nostrils or bridge; thick projecting lips of a 
mulberry hue, shewing through them a set of 
lai^, half broken, blackened, irregular teeth ; 
imd a chin which instead of being, like most 
human chins, dimpled and nicely rounded. 
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danted off so suddenly from the lowei' line of 
tht inferior lip, that it was lost in the large 
straight jaws whidi ran considerably beyoAd the 
earift. His hair too was so fantastically alraiiged, 
th&t it resembled a half-dried artichoke, having 
fiome of its leaves erect, others half bent, and 
others hanging down. 

This person, such as we have described him^ 
was the nephew of the aboVe Reverend Father, 
though it was whis|)ered by some that he was 
his son ; be this as it might, any t)ne could have 
sworn that he was a man of low extraction, and' 
of no education whatever; and all the world 
knew, that he had been raised to the important 
post he enjoyed by his uncle^s exertions and 
Hitrigues. As all that was required to perform 
well the duties of his ^tuation, was a violent 
hatred of liberal principles, and the complete 
absence of every feeling of integrity, justice, and 
humanity, Artimaga acquitted himself of his 
office with considierable success. ^ His natural 
ferocity, joined to the low and depraved propen- 
tttieS) and the deep hypocrisy, which heliad.ac^ 
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quired in the cloister, where he had served in. 
an inferior attuitiDn, rendered him one of the 
most useful members of the body of commis- 
sioners, and the dread of every upright and 
honourable man in Logrofio, and the country 
aoround. Wherever he appeared, his presence 
produced* that chilling sentiment of horror which 
is felt at die approach of the Inquisitor General, 
or a man familiar with deeds of blood ; but as 
be had the art of ccmcealing the dark side of his 
character to those before whom it was his 
interest to appear quite the reverse of what he 
really was, he had succeeded in impressing Don 
Antonio and his wife with the notion, that he was 
doe of the best jnen breathing, and accordingly 
was always received by them with every mark 
of reqpeet. 

As soon as he entered the room, the two 
lovers were' left to themselves to talk over their 
own sorrows, while all the rest went towards 
Artimaioia, to give him a suitable reception. 
^< What a day is this for me T exclaimed the 
unhappy Sandoval, gently pressing Gabriela's 
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hand, <^ little did I expect when I quitted 
France to return to my home, that I should 
find it deserted by the only parent left to me, 
and that your own would add bitterness to my 
other disappointments ! Alas ! I fanded that 
all my dangers and troubles being now over, I 
might confidently hope that those plans of bap- 
piness, so long and fondly cherished, would be 
at last realized,-— but how delusive was that 
hope!— how cruel— how bitter my disappoints 
roent !" 

<< I fear,"^ said Gabriela, oideavouring to 
suppress the tears that started from her fine 
dark eyes, ^^ our misfortunes will not stop here. 
My mother has peremptorily ordered the to think 
no more of such a union, declaring that she 
will never consent to an alliance between her 
family and that of a liberal. And-^I shudder 
to think of it, — she has given me to understand 
that I must be prepared to receive tii^ hand of 
another.^ 

«' By heavens ! not whik I live," eseWn^d 
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Saridovd with animation, *^ or she shall raise 
your nuptial couch over my tomb !^ 

" Nor while I breathe,^ cried Gabriela, 
clasping both his hands in hers, ^^ sooner than 
fail in 'my promised faith, I vow to thee, 
Cdisto, the grave shall close over me P^ 

The emotion with which she pronounced * 
these words, which manifested the warmth and 
sincerity of her attachment, threw Sandoval 
into a sort of ecstacy — " My angel," he ex- 
claimed, pressing her hand to his heart, ^^ what ' 
need I fear now? What great misfortunes 
does an adverse fortune keep in store for me 
which I shall not overcome by the assurance of 
an affection so pure and disinterested, of a fi« 
delity so lasting and sincere ?^^ 

" Rely on both," said Gabriela fervently, 
^^ die day that my affeetion and fidelity shall 
cease to exist, on that day the knell shall toll 
that warns my spirit into eternity. Let my 
mother, aided by those two monsters in human 
form, exert h^r severity in a (housed ways, 
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still shall I be true to my promised faith. Only 
be you true to your'^s, and I shall think lightly 
of all my troubles. — But/' added she, drawing 
seCTetly from her bosom a letter which she put 
into his hand, '^ here is a trust your father left 
with me. Its contents will inform you of the 
cause of his departure. Follow his injunctions, 
for they interest me, and they interest your 
country. As a dutiful son, as the lover of your 
country, and of your Gabriela, you are bound 
to follow them strictly; but I need not exhort 
you to do it, I know you will." 

At this moment their attention was called to 
Artimana, who, on his uncle «iquiring the news 
of the day, replied that one of the principal 
topics of conversation in the town was the 
public sale of DonFabricio SandovaPs property, 
— " which," added he, " I am of opimon will 
fetch a good sum,' as I understand the number 
of bidders is very great, which is always the 
case when the property of these envies of God 
and the throne is put to sale. The fact is, 
people feel jconfident in the stability of our go- 
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verament, and are anxious to shew their appro^ 
bation of those wise measures by embarking 
their capitals ia such speculations. Besides, as 
part of the funds raised through them go to- 
wards keeping up the splendour of the altar, 
Grod will continue his protection to our pious 
£ing, and his legitimate governmept" 

Sandoval, who heard his excellent father thus 
abused, started up from his seat, and walking 
towards ArdmaBa— **' Sir,^ said he, addres^g 
him, ^^ I am ignorant of my father's crimes, 
though I suspect they are sudi only in the eyes 
of thq ruling faction ; but surely there cannot 
be either justice or wisdom in those measures, 
so highly lauded by you, which visit the faults 
of the fatiier on his progeny. If he ever had 
committed a crime, I see no justice in his child- 
ren being reduced to beggary, when they have 
done their duty to their king and their country,^' 

'^ Of all the wise laws which have come under 
my knowledge," cried his Reverence, ^^none 
appears to me more befitting the present de- 
praved times than that by which children are 
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bicluded in the punishment of their parents ; for 
it is an observation we have an opportunity of 
making every day/^ (casting a significant look 
at Sandoval) ^' that when the father is bad, the 
child is worse/' 

" And be pleased to observe too," said Arti- 
mafia, raising his bloated hand, and extending 
its fore-finger, ^^ that the fact of such a law 
emanating from the throne, precludes the possi* 
bility of its being unjust." 

** A very just observation," remarked the 
friar instantly, *' and one that ought to be en- 
graven in letters of gold on all the comers df 
the streets to remind the people of their duties 
as loyal subjects/' 

Sandoval's lips quivared with passion; but 
Gabriela, alarmed at the consequ^es, had 
placed herself by his side/ and softly whispered 
to him — " For God's sake,' Calisto, do not give 
way to your indignation, or you are a lost man/^ 
On this he iipmediately snatched )^p his hat, 
and casting a fiery glance at the uncle and ne* 
phew, retired. 

VOL. I. I 
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^^^fT said the Lttter, vlien Smdoral tefll 
them thus abruptly^ '^ that is the eldest and* fa« 
Yourite son q{ Don Falnioio Sandoval ? 'Tis no 
wonder, then, he should, be so lost to loyalty 
and religion. And yet, he will expect lenity, or 
perhaps eyet^ a recompense at the hands of those 
whom he outrages by a. conduct truly rei^lu« 
tiooary ? He may think himself fortanate if, 
like his fa,ther^ he escapes the avenging sword of 
the law. Not that I should wish to do him any 
harm, Godfoirbidj My own feelings have never 
allowed m^ to be the instrument in the ruin o( 
any of my fellow-beings, although- the duties of 
my station imperiously impose upon me the ne- 
cessity of denouncing to justice thpse^ who, Hke 
him, tread under foot the laws enacted by our 
beloved soverrign/' 

'^ For God's sake," exclaimed the alarmed 
Gabriela, who guesled the import o^, these words, 
<^ consider his youth, and the seviece trials be 
nas been put to within theae last few hours.. It 
is nktural he should feel irritated at hearing so 
much abuse poured on his father, and it would 
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be the height of ihhumiEaiity to msike hm tt^ 
sponsible for words uttered inderioidii kpriimg 
circtunstances.^ . 

^^ And what beccmies thei» ci the so muek 
xiLnated pMlosopkff 0t the Miefmk, my lady?" 
asked his Reverence, laying a (Strong emphask 
im that dreaded word ; ^* Were he a tcnly ortho* 
dbx Catholic, and not a phUoiopier^ I dusp^t 
he would have shewn a little more resi^ation, 
and less pride and impiety.^ 

^' Do you hear that ?" asked the ioother with* 
an imperioufi nod, ^^ and will you still have an 
oar in the boat* for him f I have told you more 
than once that all your encomiums will be of no 
avail, and that your hopes must be entirely re- 
linquished, if you do not wish to become as 
criminal as himself." 

^^ But my dear mother, you yourself cannc^t 
think of violating the solemn promise^ we all 

4 

• The Spanish phrase is meter cuchara^la^ literally to put 
iu her spooa 

i2 






172 sakdotal; ok, 

have made to him ?" said Grabriela, endeavour* 
ing to clasp her hand. 

<^ Don't talk of promises/' said Dona Angela, 
pushing her hand off, << besides, when they were 
made he was a Catholic, and now he is worse 
than a heretic, he is a pkibmopher. So let me 
hear no more of him." 

<^ What proofs have we to believe he is 



not a—'* 



'^ Now, now, you disobedient prattler, that's 
enough," said the mother, stopping 6abriela*s 
mouth, " I want none of your queries." 

^^My dear Dofia Angda,^' said ArtimaSa, 
with an affected compassion, *< allow her to 
speak. Obstinacy is often remedied by discus- 
non, and I have no doubt your reasons would 
soon convince her.** 

<^ You are too good, Senor Artimana, to take 

* 

her part as you always do ; but she ill requites 
your kindness. For my part I do not choose to 
encourage her obstinacy by arguments. ' She 
bhall subscribe to my will, whether she pleases 
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or not I am her mother, and have a right to 

exact obedience, and that's enough/' 

^^ Severity is sometimes requisite,^ said the 
monk, drawing the cowl over his shaven crown ; 

after which he made his bow to the family, and 

retired in company with his nephew ArtimaSa. 
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When til the blMidisbnents of hfe are ;one. 
The coward sneaks to death, tlM brawe lire en. 

Dm. Scwn^ 



^ Leatfkg the worthy pair, uncle and nephew^ 
to go their own ways, we shall follow Sandoval 
out of Don Antonio^s house. The agitated 
state of mind in which he left it may easily be 
conceived. The cruel reception he had met 
from 6abriela*s parents, the fatal news of their 
intention respecting her, the dread of the infer- 
nal machinations of the above-mentioned unde 
and nephew to which she was exposed, the chil- 
ling consciousness of knowing that he himself 
was in their power^ and the additional pang of 
learning that he was completely ruined by the 
sale of his father's property, all rushed into hi 
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brain at the same tuae, and kept it in a state of 
fennentation, which the FecoUecdon of GpabrieWft 
wordff alone could sooth and qualify in scttne 
little degree. To them, tlierefore, he Heeurred 
ftl often as they gave waj to the intruding sen- 
tinients of grief, which still kept the aAse^daney. 
Meantime, he pursued his way with wander 
log steps till he caipe to a secluded walk ak>ng 
llie city ramparts, where, finding 'himself akme 
and unobserved, he. drew from his pocket hife 
father^s letter, and read ^ MIows :— - 

" My 3BLOVED CAX.TSTO, 

^ When your faithfol Gabrida delivers this 
into your hands, I shall prdbadbfy be a ftigitiye 
in that eonntry, against whose dbitdren we have 
been waging an eo^terminating war, to rescue a 
tyrant who no^ rewards our toils and sacrificea 
with banishment, fetters, and death! There 
nmsi your unfortunate father. weep alone over 
the evils which afflict ^his beloved country, ^xA. 
lament (without the cheering prospect of reme^. 
i(Apag it) the cruel oppression which compdb 
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him to be separated from all his heart holds 
dear. But let not this thought torment you, I 
am less to be pitied than you,. my poor boy. 
.What melancholy changes will meet your eyes 
wherever you chance to turn them? How 
will you bear so many bitter disappcHUt- 
ments, and meet the new dangers by which you 
will be suxtounded ? Yet you must, my dear 
Calisto, your father, nay your country requires 
it. You have her wrongs to avenge. To fight 
her domestic tyrants is a no less imperious duty 
for a virtuous citizen, than to combat her foreign 
ones. You did this, you must now do the 
other. Oh ! had not old age frozen the vigour 
of youth, wiUi what de%bt I woul^ show you 
the way to your country's deliverance ! But 
since that ccmsolation is not permitted me, listen 
to what I ;haye 1% say and follow my instructions 
literally.: :' 

^' Njot £ax firom the dty bridge, after crossing 
it, ^ou will observe on the right-hand a small 
£9herman^s hut, situated near the hanks of the 
river* There hves in disguise a friend of mine, 
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who passes under the name of Anselmo; to 
him 3^ou must present yourself, and shew thid 
letter* He has mstructions from me to furnish 
you with whatever sums of money you may 
want liisten to his advice, for he is a man no 
less prudent than enlightened. He will be a^ 
second father to you. We have known each 
othet' long, and I have the greatest esteem for 
him. Younger and more ehteirprising than my« 
self, he prefers serving his country, at the hazard 
of his life, to becoming an exile ; for he, too, like 
your father, has forfeited it for having sacri* 
ficed himself to the despot who proscribed us. 
As I am convinced the similarity of situations 
and ideas will link you in the closest bonds of 
friendship, I have only to add on this subject, 
that since I, with a thousand others, am become 
^ victim for performing the dutieji of a good 
dtizen, and a lover of his country, you will al- 
ways keep in mind the injuries thus heaped upon 
me and her, and endeavour to avenge them. 

**I cannot express the grief I feel at that breach 
of faith and friendship upon the part of Ga** 

I 3 
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bridals parehti^5 which «&(sts both you and hety 
The pain which you both must experience at the 
prolonged postponement of yotaf anxiously ex^ 
pected happiness, I myself leel up de^eply as 
either you or she caa do. Were it in my power 
to'puixshase it with my life, it should not long 
be deferred ; but no Bacrifiee of mine, short ,of 
that of my principles, ^ould satisfy the mis^ 
guided Dona Angela, and her goodmatured, 
but weak-minded husb&nd ; and that« neither 
you nor -Gabriela w^uld ever exact from me. 
But do not lose dll hope, things cannot continue 
long as they are, and the day so much wisned 
for by lis all may yet come sooner than we ex- 
pect. LoVTe her then as you have hitherto done ; 
for she is worthy of you, and she will return 
your idTection with a constancy of which she; 
alone is capable, arid in spite of all the 'machi- 
nations that your enemies and her^s may con- 
trive to render ypu hateful to each other. • ^ 

**One word more I would fain add; but it tears 
my heart to think of it. It is of all my misfor- 
tunes, the most cruel an^ severe. That son^ 
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against whose Tirtues aixl integrity I have 
nothing to say, and whose firm, intrepid^ aiid 
independent spirit I have always admired ; hut 
whose mind, warped by some fatal pr€Ju<fice of 
boyhood) leads him on .in a path trodden mif 
by knaves and fool6> perseveres in- entailing db^ 
grace on my name, and grief and soitow on iny 
grey hairs, by adhering to a faction that exkls 
only by rapine, injustice, and oppi^i^on. Ail 
that argument and reason could urge, all thai 
prayer and entreaty okild do, was tried hj in^ 
to reclaim hitn from a situation which would 
throw a'stain, even on a wicked man's reputation; 
but all failed ; his obstinacy was invincible,—^ 
^ To betray his God and his King,^ as h6 

termed the separation from his party, was not in 

« « 

his power ; and I had the grief to part from hini 
without even a distant hope of seeing him re^ 
stored to honour and his country. It grieves 
my soul to think, that a son of mine should be 
so blinded by prejudice, as not to see the injtis^ 
Uoe and ingratitude of the ruling tyrant's con^ 
duct, and his counti^^s midfortunes. My male^ 
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diction should have fallen on his head, were I 
not persuaded that the curses of fathers only^ 
s^rve to urge duldren on to their ruin, and that 
far from being reclaimed by such a step, it 
renders them more desperate in the course they 

* 

have adopted. Fermin is uncere, and / 1 love 
him, because the errors of his mind do not esL- 
tend their baneful influence to tlhe virtues of his 
heart. Try ali you can to convince him of 
them* It will be the greatest consolation, amidst 
th^ troubles by which I am beset, to hear that 
he espouses the cause of his country. 

** Adieu, my beloved son, and may all your 
patriotic efforts meet with the success they de- 
serve, that thy father may once more, before he 
closes his eyes on the light of this world, clasp 
thee in his arms. Adieu and receive the affec-» 
tionate blessing of thy father — Fab&icio.'" 

The perusal of this letter caused SandovaPs 
tears to flow abundantly. It presented such a 
true picture of his father's excellent heart, and 
of the sorrows by which be was afflicted, that 
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the idisa of his mounung, ferlom and unheeded, 
in a foreign country^ uncertm of the duration 
of his exile, naturally recurred to his mind with 
increased force. Did he I^ut know the place of 
his residence, he would willingly become an 
exile himself, to be the partner of his sorrows, 
and the comforter of his latter days ; but the 
uncertainty of his destination was a check to his 
filial devotion ; and he resolved, in the utter 
impossibility of joining his father, faithfully to 
follow all his injunctions, were he even to fall a 
victim in the attempt 

There was in these resolutions, and even in 
his father^s letter something so soothing, that he . 
felt as if a heavy weight had been removed from 
his heart; and, as it was now growing dark, he 
proceeded more calmly to the Meson del Angel, 
to which he had sent Roque, and which was one ' '^ 

of the best hotels in LogroBo* 

Here he found his servant waiting impatiently 
for him, and casting his Icmging eyes towards a 
table which stood in a comer of the kitchen, and 
which presented a truly rejoicing spectacle; a 
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huge soup-dish overflowing with rich broth from 
the o/2a, the contents of which were also dis* 
played in vahons dishes, as well as a good azed 
toasted kid, a large turkey, fowk) and rabbits 
made into ragouts, dishes of eggs and ham^ 
sausages and omelets, and kbtlndance of vegetl^ 
bleSj fruits oi various descriptions, and l^trge 
jogs of wine< The table was beset by as sub- 
stantial a set of men, as the victuals under which 
it groaned ; thick set strong built arrieros, twm 
the surrounding provinces, who were going with 
their various productions to the fair of Santo 
Domingo de la Calzada; wealthy farmers, 
traders, horse and mule dealers, graziers, Szrc, 
all assembled there for the same purpose as the 
former, and all of them having well-furnished 
pouches, and no aversion to the good things of 
this world. 

" Thank Grod !** exclaimed Roque to himself, 
as soon as he perceived his master. ** Here he 
comes alive — I was afraid he might have jumped 
into the Ebro, So wild 'were his looks when he 
left me.* 
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>^ How is tfaisy Roqiie P^' inqmred bis nmster; 
surprised at seeing that he did not partake of 
the invhing sapper, **have yoit lost your appe^ 
tite, at is this a fast-day with you, that yoa 
don\ join those good fellows ? and that, too, after 
having fasted all the day ?'^ • 

*^ It is not for want of an appetite/^ replied^ 
Roque, " nor that I fast to-day, or aiiy other 
da/; fof, as. you know verjr' well, the cbi^h 
makes an exception in our favour, for fighting 
and fasting almost every day of our lives ; but 
I beard you say that you had no longer a 
home, and I was afraid you might be without 
money tck^ and, thought I to myself, it dfm*t 
became me to eat what my master himself may 
stand in need of. Neither would I acc^t the 
invitation 6f those gentlemen ; because, what 
would the world say if they knew that Boque^ 
Don Calisto SandovaPs servant, had sat down 
to eat a charity dinner ? It would have been d 
dids>nour to your name, and consequently to 
mine ; so that I chose to fast, as I have d<Hie 
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pxmj a time before now, rather than be in* 
debted to any lean's kindness.^ 
. ^« You are a good4iearted fellow, Roque,^ 
said his master, ^^ and a true Castilian into the 
bargain ; but^go and join them ; for though it 
is true I have no home, I am not yet so desti- 
tute as to want a few pieces to pay for your 
* dinner.* 

Having thus dismissed his servant, he bee* 
koned to the landlady, a brisk, bustling, pretty 
young woman, who advanced towards him^ | 

dropping gracious bows, and welcoming him j 

warmly to h^ house. ** Let me conduct you 
to the room, where you will meet with suitable 
company, my dear Sir,'^ added she, her lively 
^es becoming still more animated when she disi> 
covered she had got in her house a really hand- 
some fellow ; <^ but perhaps you prefer first 
seding your bed-room, and securing a bed ?«-«> 
This way then. Captain, along this corridor — 
take care you don'^t spoil your hat against those 
hams, or the sausages yonder; for, as our house 
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hais got such an excellent n^nie, travell^rd of all 
descriptions flock here to be entertained in such 
numbers, that we are obliged to hang up our 
hams and sausages, black puddings, and tongues, 
dieeses and cecinas, anywhere wecan, for a& you 
may suppose there is a good demand for them. 
But now this is the room,^ added the loquadouB 
landlady, shewing him into a long apartment con* 
taining seven or eight beds, arranged like those 
ih an hospital against the side wall. ^^ Allow 
me to asnst you in pulling off your surtout, 
that you may lay it on either of these two beds, 
to mark your berth, for the rest are already 
taken." - 

^^ I should prefer having a room to myself,'^ 
said Sandoval, *^ if there be one unoccupied**** • 

<< But there is ndne,^ replied she, ^^ except 
one, which I would not let you have for all the 
world." 

'*^ Why so ?^ enquired Sandoval. 

^^ Because it communicates with mine, and 
i you are too handsome a man to have you near 

me ; for, you know, we are all prone to fall 
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imd toaptalaoii, imd His better avoideil; jhfi- 
aides, my hudband is on a jouniejr that wUl keep 
bim absent at Itost &ur day» jet, and what 
would the other folks say if l^y knew yoa 
slept there ?** 

. << But some one must^"" told Sandoval, ^^and 
I pipomise you to sacrifice to the pleasure ctf 
being by mjpsel^ aty of ihose teinptalionb whsA 
so much ahrm your.o^niciende.^ 

« Ah r eKclaimed Ae, shaking her head s^ 
pifioantly, ** there .«<« no > Josefs now-ardays, 
aad much less in the shape of young Ca|K 
iaina.*' 

Sandoval laughingly assured her, that if she 
'vould not believe in his being absidutely a 
Jds^h, she should have no cause to corapliii% 
if she would allow him to become her 0€»gh- 
<bour ; but unable to prevail upon, her, he took 
possession of one of the beds, and afterwauds 
proceeded in her octtntMOiy to, a saloon an the 
giottfid So&tf which oonununicftted widi the 
garden, and where a table d'hdte '^as spreading 
out for the supper of the assesnbled Uravelkcf, 
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80016 of vfhxttR aat close to. tke ghsB (door, wlueb 
opened into the garden; othetv on the stone 
ileps, and the rest on the benches flaoed nader 
Mosieort^ trees. The ootnpany consisted of 
various descriptkms of people, fermiiig diffeicnt 
gfoups, some yooiig men^ som of mayotraq^os, 
mho we»e on their way to the fair of SsbId 
iDomingo, not on hosiness, hut pleiaaie, vren 
sitting round two or three Jadies^one of whom 
seemed to monopolize a good deal of the con* 
versatioB, and who> although -by no inesBs in 
the spring of- her years, still possessed maivf 
personal attraeti<ms, joined to great vivacity dF 
mam^rs, and a playfulness of wit, which k^ 
up a succession of mirth and harmony throu^ 
the drcle of admirers. Further on was anotbciir 
group, listening to a lady and a gentleman, who 
were nnging a duo, accompanying themselves 
«fi guitars. On another b^ch sat two grave 
priests, and some elderly people, enveloped in 
the smoke of thek dgars, cbnversmg on the 
events of the day, while here and there vos 
seen afogitive individ sal, sauntering from one 
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place to anether, to catch the cream and sub* 
stance of the conversatiou. 

As Sandoval approached towards the glass 
ddor, he was aooosted' by a diminutive feUow^ 
with toadJike eyes, starting £rom their sockets, 
aoquiline nose, and sharp diin, who introduced 
himself to the Captain, by complimenting him 
on the noUe appearance of his person, and his 
gentlemanly look, and then, as if his compli-' 
ments entitled him to a knowledge of all the 
circumstances of Sandoval's life, he enquired 
his name, birth, place, parentage, where he came 
from, and where he was going to.— <^ And^ 
pray,^' cried Sandoval, staling at the little feU 
k>w, '^ what am I to expect for confiding to you 
all my secrets ?" 

<^ I'll teU you in return the life and deeds of 
all the people present," replied the little man. 

« Well, then, my little Clecrfas, begin you 
first, by informing me, wh6 that lady is, who 
makes so merry in that group of young men,'^ 
said our hero. 

^^Ah! Sir, she is a most wonderful area? 
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tmre !^* said be, trying to whisper it into : Sanv 
doval's ear, — <^ but you are so tall, that I can 
hardly reach' your ear. Come and sit down in 
diat comer of the room, and I'll tell you all 
about her/' 

Sandoval complied with this reasonable re- 
quest of this modem cKa&fo cymlot^ and in- 
dined his head to be better able to hear what 
he had to comn^unicate. 

^^ Well ! , Sir, as I was saying, she is a most 
wonderful woman ! and I assure you I should 
not wish for better fortune than having her for 
my wife. Her name is Dona Susana Gazmona, 
though, by the bye, I should say her christian 
name was not given her on .account of her in- 
vincible virtue, very far from it: — ^but let that 
pai^ She has just arrived from Madrid, and 
18 going to Calahorrayi bringing away the oflSoe 
of Intendant of that district for her husband, 
who was only first derk in the Intendancy of 
that dty. Imagiiy, Sir, how wonderful her 

^ Pevil upon two sticks. 
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powers of pleaaing must be, when in lessthi^ 

tvrci madtbs at courts and without any pecutuar]^) 

JMcrifiee,. she obtaifi€d a situation whi^h w^ld' 

}Mfe cost tlie elev^est and best paironised tBBXb 

in Spain three thousand hard dollars^,. and,twt> 

years' smiling, bowing, and scraping {& ^e 

minister's ante^chamber. But the fitot is, Sir, 

that i^e is one of those bewitching^ creatures^ j 

who will do more in one night, than any man' 

would' in a month, ^mply because she has such 

an amiable dispontion, that no human soul cai^ 

part from her without bemg enchanted.' "Be^ 

sidety she is so well acquainted with the WQrld,. 

that there wns neither cat nor dog in the mi-, 

luster's office, with whom she did not make 

£riendsj and joke. The moment she arrived at 

d>e capital, she went straight to the minister's 

office^ and. declared she could not state her cas^t 

to his Eificellency before so many gentlemen as 

attended his public audiences ; for she could not 

help blushing, and begg|d his Excellency 

might grant her a private hearing. Macanaz, 

who was not bom with a heart flinty enough to 
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' vetuae the prayecs of sach modest petidoans^ 

gratified her iii this ; <NEid the porters, who 
ktiQw more asleep, than mny awake, or, as the 
phrase goes, who smelt the musk at one 
league's distance, as socmi as thej saw her ap- 
pear, saluted her with a smile, and what isstil], 
moore extraordinary, sometimes stood up as sh^ 
entered. Of course, the ]ady was immediatiel]^ 
ushered into his Excellency's private cabinet,^ 
and the poor devils who had been in the saloon 
cooling their heels, ever since twelve in the 
morning, might have still continued that occu- 
pation till night, or else put their petiti(»)sin 
their pockets and walked off; because his Ex- 
ceQ^cy had a great deal to do! Faith f not 
mmy weeks elapsed before she succeeded in 
throwing the Intendant, who was: accused of 
liberalism^ off his saddle, and getting her^ hus^* 
band into his place, to the great disappointn^nt 
of the treasurer, the chief aeeouhtant, the 
c^ier, and every otJb^ candidate ready to 
pounce on that situation^ At the news of the 
f nomination of such a man, we were, all stradp 
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dumb; for, knowing as we did his incapacity, 
we saw, as in dear water, that the situation had 
not been givai to him, but to his wife. Ah, 
Sir, she is a wonderful woman !^ 
. As Sandoval found his Utile man so commu- 
nicative, and well informed in the private his- 
tory of his fellow travellers, he now asked him, 
who was another lady, who sat by herself so 
mournfully in a comer, with a countenance, 
though overcast with melancholy, &till exceed- 
in^y interesting. 

" Why, between you^and me," he replied, 
<< she is one of those poor cotiscientiously foolish 
women, whose extravagant ideas of virtue have 
brought ruin and misery on her- whole family. 
Her husband, who had about as much brain 
as herself, held an oflSice under the minister 
of finance, who thought proper to honour, 
their house with a visit. No sooner, however, 
did the husband discover the intentions of lus 
Excellency, than, unmindful of the respect due to 
the high station of his principal, desired his 
ft^snraftts to give him a not at home whenever he 
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. should call. The miiiieiter, naturally felt highly 
<]ffended at this iiba*ty, and dismissed, him from 
his office; but still continued tp honour his wife 

I with his visits. The foolish liusband, however, 

instead of adopting the proper conciliating 
course, as became one who had everything to 
loscy chosQ to/ shew pff his airs, and requested his 
Excellency to- discontinue bis visits. Of course 
this £^h insult only aggravated his Excellency's 
displeasure, and he had him taken before that 

[ newly invented and admirable commission called 

the Tribunal,' for vagabonds; and as it was there 
proved beyond all doubt, that he had no office, 
pension, ot income, he was very j ustly condemned 

' to ten years in the galleys ; and when the first 

ooavoy which . ccmducted the gaHey slaves to 
their destination sailed, he was tied to one of his 
fellow slaves, and marched off, in spite of his 
tears and those of his wife. His Excellency, 
however, always generous and foigiving, nbw 
renewed his ^dsits to her house ; but the lady, 
instead of having learnt something by experience, 
persisted in playing off .the Roman matron's^art, 

VOL. I. K , 
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and obstinately refused to comply with his 
Excellency's wishes, till at last, losing patience, 
be was compelled to have her banished from 
Madrid, where she might fipd too much protec- 
tion from her friends ; and i^ow she is returning 
to Tudela of Navarre, her native place, to live 
there under the surveillance of the police. For 
my part, I think her too much of a fool to n^^t 
the pity of any one ; for what other woman in 
Spain would have allowed such a fine oppor- 
tunity to have slipped through her 'fingers, or 
not have thought it her duty to forward the 
interests of her husband ?— But the fact is, that 
both her husband and herself are liberals." 

*^ And is that the why the offices under 
government are obtained and lost at court in 
our days ?" exclaimed Sandoval, surprised and 
indignant at such scandalous proceedings, and 
no less so at the vein of the narrator. 

<^ What other way, then, should you wish, 
pray ?'^ enquired the little man, seemingly no 
less surprised at Sandoval's exclamation. 

'* Shame on you !*' replied Sandoval, ^^ and 
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on every Spaniard who puts up with such in- 
famous abuses V 

" ril tell you what, Sir," said the little man^ 
rising from his chair, and strutting before him 
with the importance of a little bantam cock, <^ I 
presume, that when the king, our lord, has 
chos^^ those gentlemen as his ministers, it be- 
hovev every Spaniard, and you among the 
number, to respect their acts, and applaud their 
deeds, be they what they may." 

Sandoval, who had very different noticms of 
the duties of a citizen from those of the little 
man, was on the point of ^ving him one of his 
own sharp replies, when his eyes caught those of 
the landlady, who was beckoning to him rather 
mysteriously,' — " That may be your opinion,*' 
said he checking himself; ^^ but all men do not 
think alike, you know, friend Cleofas.'* — Then 
rising from his seat, walked away towards the 
landlady, jto learn the reason of her signs. 

^^ Friaid Cleofas,*' muttered th^ little man to 
himself, *^ I shdl certainly be a Cleofas ia dis** 
eoverii^g who you are» I jMomise you.** 

K 2 
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" Well, my pretty hostess, what have you to 
communicate now ?" enquired Sandoval of the 
landlady. 

*^ Do yoti know the man to whom you were 
speaking ?^ she asked. 

" Not I," answered Sandoval, ** but I sus* 
pect him to be an unprincipled villain, who has 
neither shame, nor .cunning. enough to conceal 
what he is«" 

*• ^hen you had better be on your guard ; 
for h^ is an agent of the police, whom we are 
compelled to receive, and who comes to spy into 
what IS going forward, and listenjo the conver- 
sation of the travellers who alight here, for the 
purpose of reporting it afterwards to his 
employers." 

<< That accounts for his knowing so well their 
private history," said Sandoval. " Thank you 
for your hint, I shall henceforth be a little more 
cautious." 

Caution indeed was a virtue highly requisite 
at that epoch, though by.no means a distinguish- 
ing trait in Sandoval^s character; but being aware 
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that his situation was particularly critieal, he 
resolved to put a seal on his lips, however men- 
Btrous and irritating the propositions which any 
one chose to advance might be, 'f For," said he to 
himself, ** by giving vent to my indignation, I 
lay myself open to thdir suspicions, and endanger 
my personal liberty, without benefiting the 
cause I wish to defend.'* 

** Ladies 4iQd gentlemen,"* cried the landlady, 
^^ sapper is on the table ; pray take your #eafs;'' 
and then laying hold of Sandoval's arm^ she 
went towards the table, and sat down at one ex- "^^ 

tremity before a roasted turkey, requesting her 
favouiite to place himself on her right-hand." 
The honorary seats of the middle were occupied 
by the. ladies; and at the other extremity of the 
table, before a huge beef stew, presided one of 
the grave priests abeady mentioned, who ad- 
ministered his bSrUdidtSYniLtx becoming gravity. 
The. table was covered with good cheer, to which 
ail the elements had contributed their share, 
there being game and fish, vegetables and firuits 
of all descriptions, in abundance, and dressed in 
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various ways. The good old wines of tbe pm* 
vince^ too, circulated briskly, and soon set peo- 
ple's brains in motion. Of course the young 
men, who sat between the ladies, were all atten* 
tion and politeness, while the fair ones flirted 
with every one within reach of sweet words or 
og^es, who was not under fourteen, or above 
seventy. 

^* Sefiora Intendenta,'** cried Sandoval, 
'^your Senoria-f* is so numerously guarded, and 
well attended, that I am afraid you are inac- 
cessible, and I shall not be able to prevail on 
you to taste some of this hare, which is parti- 
cularly recommended by our hostess." ^ 

" Why, Captain,^ replied her Senoria, 
^< though I certainly am well guarded, I sus- 
pect, I am not impregnable^ particularly to your 
attacks; and although I intended to taste some 
of these fried capsicums that are before me— a 

* Ladies in Spain are generally addressed by their hus- 
band^s titles, but the name of the office must be changed 
nto the feminine gender to suit their sex* 

t A title between worship and lordship given to the 
Intendants. 
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dish, ivfaich by the bye, I have not tasted^since 
my departure from Rioja to the capital, and 
which may be considered as indigenous to our 
province-^to shew you how much I prize yoxir 
flattering attention, 1*11 change my mind and 
accept pfflt of a leg.'' 

^^ No unusual thing with your sex,*' said pee- 
vishly a young man, who had been her cortejo* 
during the greatest part of the day; ^^ and I 
would not vouch any more for a woman^s incli- 
nations, than for the reality of our landlady's 
hare, as God only knows, whether it be not a 
hare of the tiles.^ 

<^ Why don't ydu set it down at once lor a 
young ass," replied sharply the landlady ; ^^ it 
might then have a better chance of your ac- 
quaintance.^ 

This observation, which exated a good deal 
of mirth, was thought very apropos, particular- 
ly by those who had been his unsuccessful 
rivals, and perfectly silenced, for the rest of the 

* A beau. 
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night, the jouDg man, who, within his own mind, 
had pi'edetermin^ to be the wittiest man at 
table, at least diuring supper time. 

*' Yoiir Senoria must feel very keenly the 
want of many of the delicacies you enjoyed at 
Madrid,*' said a ^arp looking fellow^ who sat 
opposite the Intendenta. 

^^ I assure you I do,^ said she affeotedly,- 
*< particularly |ifter having attended so many of 
the entertainments given by the Grandeza* 
and above all, those delicious soupers of that un- J 

rivalled actor Maiquez, where I had the honour 
to meet our gracious monarch for the first 
lime.'' 

-" What does your Senoria think of his ma-' 
jesty's personal charms?'' enquired the little 
spy, who occupied a comer of the table. " Don't 
you think him a handsome, noble-looking man ?" 

'^ I was particularly struck with hi»counte-^ 
nance," replied she, '^^ there is something about 
it very majestic. Whether we look at each fea-. 

* The body of giandeea is so denominaled^ 
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ture of his countenance individually, or as form- 
ing a tout enaembley we shall be obliged to con- 
fess that there are few men in Spain more hand- 
some than he. AH is charming in his counte- 
nance — a retreating forehead, like that of his 
august ancestors, an exquisitely aquiline nose, 
bending over a mouth, which though somewhat 
irregular, is not without its charms ; th«i those 
discoloured cheeks of his, which impress his 
physiognomy with a certain interesting air of 
melancholy, and his large square chin and long 
straight jaws, which I have always considered 
points of beauty in a man, are irresistible accom- 
plishments, and I am sure no woman can be- 
hold them without mingled feelings of awe and 
tenderness."* 

* The <iisciples of Lavater will leam with pleasure, that» ■'.;: 

the best portrait of Ferdinand VII. has been found in an %g 

excellently preserved medal of Nero. The likeness was sa 
striking, that it was observed by every one who saw it. Its 
possessor, however, is now paying for having exhibited it, 
with other curiosities, during the time of the Constitution ; 
an information having been filed against him, since the late 
restoration of the king to his absolute power,, on the ground 
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At the beauty of this sketdi» Sandoyal felt a 
strcmg inclination to laugh outright; but as 
there is no accounting for tastes in physiognomi- 
cal matters, he contented himself with observing, 
with a smile, that he was inclined to think many 
of the peculiar beauties enumerated by her 3e- 
Soria, must derive their principal merit from 
royalty. 

*^ To his physiognomical accomplishments," 
continued thfs Intendenta, *^ must be added the 
higher beauties of the mind. There was a wit 
and a delicacy, both in the ideas and expressions 
of all his majesty uttered, quite different from 
what others said, though there were some of the 
wittiest noblemen in the room at the time I 
speak of. I i^iall never forget the night, when 
I had the honour to sup with him at Maiquez's. 
His familiarity was enchanting, and his observa- 

of his having done so with the view to assimilate Ferdi* 
nand's character with that of the Roman tyrant. The 
gentleman alluded to is now an exile; and had he not fled 
in time ftom Madrid, it is probable he would have for- 
feited his head ; which event would have given additional 
weight to Lavater*8 system of physiognomy. 
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tions were all replete with wit and vivacity. 
There was a young ,guard%a de corps in the 
room, a great favourite with our sovereign, who 
sung with a peculiar grace some of those smart 
boleras, commonly sung by the mandlos^* and to 
him his majesty addressed these admirable words, 
which we all praised with otie accord as the 
wittiest sally of that night * I say Pepe,t I'll 
bet you your horse, that you learned those ^r^i» 
couplets atLavapie.^t Nothing can be more 
playfully roguish, and yet more delicately snid 
than that, the word green being so well adapted 
to express that pungency, which though biting 
to the tongue, is pleasing to the palate, as a 
green pickled cucumb^ for instancy, that I defy 

* A low class of people who inhabit a certain part of 
Madrid, from whose ranks the circus get their bull-fighters, 
the ladies of the higher circles their beaus, and those of the 
lower their bullies. In the third volume of this tale, these 
people are described. 

t The familiar name for Joseph, the same as Joe in 
English. 

X The Saint Giles's of Madrid. 
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the wittiest man alive to say anything more to 
the purpose.*** 

The company applauded the wit of this royal. 
sally almost as much as the Intendenta, and 
each commented on the word green separately, 
Sandoval excepted, who was too much amused 
with the fruitless effafU at ingenuity of some of 
the guests in finding out new meanings, to put 
his 6wn inyentkm to the rack. The conversa- 
tion now sliifted to another subject, to which 
our hero lisUoed with greater interest, as it con^ 
cemed him more immediately. '*What pur- 
chases did you make at Don Fabricio SandovaVs 
sale?" inquired an elderly man of the canon 
who ^atat the top of the table. 

** None of any importance,^ he answered, 
'^ and the reason of it was, that half an hour be- 
fore I went in, almost all Don Fabricio's estates 
had been knocked down to Don Aniceto Arti- 
mafia, he being the only bidder there at the 
moment they were put to sale, though afterwards 
the house overflowed with people," 
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" It is pretty clear," said another gentleman^ 
** that it was previously so arranged ; but though 
the house was afterwards crowded to excess, it 
was curiosity chiefly that attracted us there. All 
those whom I spoke to seemed impressed with a 
strong sense of the injustice and illegality of the 
sale, and would not become the spoilers of an 
honourable man, from whom we have only re- 
crived benefits, even if the property had been 
offered them for nothing. This was not the 
case with Don Aniceto Artimana, whose personal 
interests are too much identified with the exist- 
ence of the present order of things, to feel 
'scrupulous at buying estates, for which he 
did not deposit a real, and which will not 
cost him an acorn. Indeed, it was .whispered 
about the room, that it had been agreed upon, 
between him and the Intendant, to refuse their 
sanction * to any other bidder, should their con- 

* In similar public sales, both the Intendant and the 
Commissioner of Finance have the power to refuse giving 
their sanction to the sale, which they are sure to do, if it 
interfered with their interests, and this small inconvenience 
is thought by many a' sufficient reason for not becoming 
bidders on such occasions. 
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trivance fail; but they need not have feared that, 
as it would have been dangerous for any man 
to show he had large stuns of money in his pos- 
session, and still more dangerous to have depo- 
sited them in their hands, consequently none of 
those who might on this occasion have ,been 
willing to become purchasers would then step 
forward." 

" Do you recollect," inquired the other gen- 
tleman, ^^ for what sum Don Fabricio^s principal 
estate on the banks of the Ebro was knocked 
down ?"" 

" For a trifle,'' replied he, " for half a mil- 
lion of reals,* which I am sure is no more than 
what the estate produces annually. But had 
the sale been at the full value of the estate, it 
would have been all one ; the public treasury 
would not have become richer than it will now ; 
for 'tis all a farce, and that is the truth of the 

story." 

The little spy did not allow one word of this 



* Five thousand pounds. 
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precious conversation to be lost. He took notes 
of it as slily as possible in a pocket*book, which 
he held on his lap, and which was- concealed 
from his neighbours by the table, while to them 
he appeared dozing, and altogether he^ess of 
what the speaker said. 

After some other observations from the priests 
who were present, in favour of the measures of 
government, and some rephes from those who 
disapproved of them, grace was said, and the 
whole party rose from table, and, like a com* 
munity of mopks, retired at the same time to 
bed. 

As on that night the house was particularly 
full, and all the private chambers were pre- 
viously occupied, three of the travelling fair 
ones were obliged to sleep in the long joom, a 
drcumstance not at all imcommon in Spanish 
inns. To obviate the inconveniencies that might 
result from eight persons of both sexes undress* 
ing in the same room, the single lamp which 
hung in the middle of the chamber, and which 
shed a faint glimmering aroutid, was, according 
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to custom, put out just when both ladies and 
gentlemen had disencumbered themselves of 
thdr very exterior habiliments, leaving them in 
the dark to complete their undress ; a plan to 
which, as good* travelers, they all seemed pretty 
well used. 

A ludicrous occurrence, however, took place 
in the course of the night, which we shall at- 
tempt to describe to our readers, only to show 
the inconvenience of a long room with more 
beds than one. About midnight» our friend 
the canon, who had left the apartment a little' 
time previous, on his return, (whether wilfully 
or by mistake, we are unable to say,) jumped 
into the bed of the Intendenta, who, startled by 
the unexpected weight that fell on her, ima- 
gined in her drowsy fright that the beams bf • 
the ceiHng were coming down, and screa^d 
out so lustily, that the canon thought it moie 
prudent to remove himself to another bed. 
Unfortunately for him, the one he came to .next 
was also occupied by a female traveller, who, 
awakened by the shrieks of the Intendenta,. 
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was sitting up in her bed, * half dyiiig with 
fright, though fully determined to defend her- 
sdf to the last, should the att^k ex1j^Ild so far 
as her bed, when this strange body came in con- 
tact with her's. As she held ben hands in 
readiness, and he fell with r his head foremost^ 
her nails fastened on his face, and she in- 
flicted some deep gashes upon the fleshy part 
of it, his natural wig, also, sufibring considerable 
injury in the scuffle, while he, anxious only^to 
be released from the grasp of this tigress, who 
kept bim fast by the neck, strove to getaway 
by most ungallantly returning her4fayours by 
sundry cufis and bufietings, till he succeeded 
in disengaging himself from her hold. Mean- 
time, her shrieks raised the cry of ** light, 
light !" in the room ; at which our canon, afraid 
of being discovered, leapt, Uke a grasshopper,, 
from bed to bed, bruising and frightening every 
inmate, till, reaching his own, he got in, and 
lay very snugly, though not in any condition ta 
enjoy the confusion he had thus raised. 
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When the light came, all the travellers were 
seen sitting up in their respective beds, with 
a different expression of countenance ; some ma^- 
nifesting affinght, others eager curiosity, and 
the more distant a malicious look of suspicion. 
One lady, however, was missing; but after a 
strict search, she was found under her own. bed, 
tranbling like an aspen leaf with terror and 
dismay. She was the same who had fought 
it out so bravely with the canon, and who, 
notwithstanding her success, had taken refuge 
there to avdid a second engagement ; but as her 
antagonist had so well escaped detection, and 
no one avowed himself the author of this uproar, 
the majority of her chambar companions, sus- 
pecting some intrigue in the case, began reprov- 
ing her most severely for what they called her 
impropriety, particularly the oanon, who shewed 
his scratched face in token of the sufferings he 
had undergone in the cause of virtue. 

The lady protested, with tears in her eyes, 
to heaven and earth, that she was innocent, and 



I 

1 



^w 



THE FREEMASON. 211 

that, far from having assaulted any one in the 
room, she had herself been most inhumanly 
beaten ; but she was not to be believed upon her^ 
bare assertion ; for, as the canon said, ^^ It was 
enough she was the wife of a liberal to be prone 
to mischief, which his face could provel^ At 
last the generous Sandoval, who read her in- 
nocence in her distress, resolved to take the 
blame upon himself, and assured the party, that 
they were wrong in their suspicions ; for, that 
he alone had caused the uproar, having had 
occa^on to go out, and mistaken another bed 
for his own on his return. This explanation, 
though far from satisfying the majority, had 
the effect of putting an end to their repri- 
mands, if it did not actually restore their opi- 
nion of the lady^s virtue ; but the Intendenta 
told him she would never forgive him for his 
rude conduct to herself. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



O L— -h1 ! thoa kens what zeal I bear. 
When drinken drink, and swearers swear. 
And singin' here, and dancin' there, 

Wr great an' sma'; 
Bot I am^keepitby thy fear, 

Frae 'mang them a'! 

But yet, O L d I confess I must. 

At times I am fashed wi' fleshly last. 
An' sometimes too in warldly trust, 

- Vile self gets in ; 
Bat thou remembers we are dust 

Defil'd in sin. 

BOBXS. 



Whilst our hero tries to make up for the 
time lost, by the interruption caused by the 
canon, it may not be amiss to shift the scene to 
the Dominican convent, whither the father con- 
fessor, and his nephew Artimana directed their 
^ steps soon after leaving Don Antonio's house. 
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The religious gloom of the long cloisters, 
lighted at intervals by oil lamps, whose light 
revealed on the walls the atrocious deeds of 
the great foimder of the order, represented on 
the various pictures which decorated them, was ' 
in perfect harmony with the dark broodings of 
the personages who glided silently through 
their windings. Here was seen, painted in 
c(dours which made the figures start from the 
canvass, the horrific scene of slaughter which 
took place when that savage fanatic Castelnovo, 
at the head of his blood hounds, entered a 
Huguenot's church at Toulouse, and massacred 
in cold blood above two thousand individuals of 
all ages, sexes, and conditions, who had taken 
. refuge within its sacred precincts. Here they 
were represented plunging their daggers into 
the breast of the terrified mother, who clasped 
her innocent infant in her arms — or the defence- 
X less old man, who, kneeling with hands uplifted 
to heaven, resigned his spirit into those of his 
r creator — or the weeping virgin, whose tearsrand 

i innocence procured her no exemption from the 
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general doom-awhile each of the murderers held 
a crucifix in his left hand, and shouted in savage 
rapture, that his massacres were for the glory of 
God ! Further on^ the flames of the faith were 
seal consuming scores of human beings, and St. 
Dominic, seated under a rich canopy, and sur- 
rounded by his satellites, gazed on the horrific 
spectacle with. a fiendish joy, that passed for 
cdestiaL In another picture his colleague, 
Castelnovo, was seen with arrogant and sarage 
demeanor, treading on the neck of the conquered 
Count of Toulouse, who, dressed in his peni- 
tential habit, lay prostrate at his feet. Thus 
every jHcturethat presented itself was fraught 
. with horror and crime ; and yet they all hung 
there, as if they were supposed to present models 
c^ conduct for the disciples of those atrocious 
fanatics, whom the church of Rome has ca- 
nonized as saints. Is it to be wondered at, 
then, if these men diirst after blood, and pant 
after crime? 

Having left behind these gloomy cloisters, 
the uncle and nephew mounted a handsome 



4 




THE FREEMASON. 



215 



Stone staircase, illuminated with magnificent 
candelabras, and decorated with finely carved 
figures of saints and virgins placed in niches, 
which brought them to a capacious corridor, 
supported by a handsome colonnade, on the 
opposite side of which were the doors of the 
m(Hiks^ cells. In approaching the middle of 
the cloister, the father drew from his pocket 
a key, and opened one of the, doors, care- 
fully locking it inside as they entered. They 
then went first into a sort of ante-room, neatly 
fitted up, and afterwards into a more hand-^ 
some one, having all round it mahogany book- 
cases, with glass doors, containing well bound 
books, and surmounted with plaster ^d stone 
busts of learned monks. On one side of this 
room was a bureau of modem workmanship, 
with a comfortable arm*chair before it, and on 
the other a kind of desk, on which ^lay open 
before an ivory crucifix and two wax tapers, 
fixed on ulver candlesticks, a large book of 
prayers, and at the foot of the desk a fine silk 
cushion for the knees. In the middle of the 
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room stood a round table, moving on brass 
wheek, on which a handsome lamp was burning. 
" Now, my dear Aniceto," cried the unde, 
throwing both his black cloak and white habit 
a^de, and remaining in a short jacket, black 
breeches^ and silk stockings, ^* put aside your 
hat, sword, and cane, and let us see if there be 
in my covers anything to do penance upon." ' 

He then went into ah inner room, and returned 
loaded witha large tray, on which was a roasted 
capon, a small barrel of pickled oysters, a nice 
dried tongue, cheese, .a dish of sallad, and seve- 
ral plates presenting p3rramids of rich fruits. — 
'^ Hold up that lamp, and let me spread the 
table-cloth," said he, " for we must mortify 
ourselves comfortably. And now, if you go 
into the next room, you will find in the lower 
covers half a dozen bottles of wine ; bring them 
all here, to add a bitter draught to our mastica- 
tory suflTerings.*' 

The nephew obeyed, and when all was ready, 
they both sat down to do their duty, the one, 
as a good monk, and the other, as an unworthy 
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ainner. *' This is performing penance like 
Christians/^ said the nephew, with a grin, which 
he meant for a smile, ^^ to eat on a Friday meat 
and fish, is showing that we understand the pre- 
cepts of our mother church tolerably well.'* 

** Aye," cried the monk, " had you not come 
to partake of it here, I sho«dd have gone to our 
prior^s cell to do as much there; but let us 
moisten the capon wifh a bumper of Yaldepe- 
nas;* for though a dry wine in itself, it relishes 
well after poultry."' 

** With all my heart," said the nephew, " but 
do you know, I should drink it with greater plea«- 
sure were we now at Madrid, you as Confessor 
to the King, and I as Minister of Police ?*" 

'< All in due time,'' returned his Reverence, 
<^ we must not pull the bow-string too tight, 
for fear it snaps, and there may be a difficulty 
in mending it. The cry raised in this town at 

* The Valdepenas wine is considered in Spain as one of 
.the best. It is grown in La Mancba, and is much in use 
at Madrid ; but is an expensive article in the more distant 
provinces* 
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your nomuuitioD of Comiskmado Begio is a 
pretty proof of my assertion, and had it not 
been for my friend Ostolaza,* who suppcNted 
my daims with the king so strenuously, 'tis 
certain you would have continued a ^y all your 
life. Now, however, with prud^ice and perse- 
▼erance, we are pretty sure to succeed in climb- 
ing to the top of the wheel ; but in so doing we 
should not foiget, that when once we have got 
a footing, we must take care that those go down 
who have lent us a hand. This is a sine qua 
non among courtiers." 

<< That 'iHU be the least part of the difficulty,'' 
said the nephew, *< let me <mce get to the top, 
and the devil himsetf runs a chance of cutting>a 
caper with his head foremost'^ 

" T believe thee, my worthy nephew,'' cried 

bis Reverence, ^^ but to change the subject— 

. Do you know that this arrival of Don Fabricio^s 

eldest son may be fatal to your hopes .^*' 

* Oatol^za was, st the epoch here alluded to, the King^s 
Confessor. His life was a tissue of villainy and immo- 
rality, so mucli so^ that the Inquisition itself was obliged 
to interfere. He died in one of its cells. 
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I iim inclined to think it may be so, as his 
presence must contribute to fan a flame which , 
akeady rages too wildly in Gabriela's bosom, to 
promise myself any success; and I reaUy don't 
«ee how we can oblige her to give her consent to 
our marriage, unless the young man is disposed 
of in some way or other." 

*^ The same thought has struck me,^ cried 
the uncle, "but stay — ^let us first clearly un» 
derstand our object. Is Gabriela's hand so 
necessary to your happiness ? and should we not 
gain our principal point by getting possession of 
the old man's property ?" 

** I should be deceiving you," replied Arti- 
mana," *' were I to say, that I feel for Gabriela 
that sort of love which involves a man's happi« 
ness. That is a thing of which I have not the 
least notion; and which, therefore, I camiot 
feeL But her charms, Sir, her charms-^that 
divine form of- hers, that angelic countenance^ 
those coral lips, that bosom^ by heavens ! — is 
that not worth posse^ng, eh ? — I know that the 
freedom of a bachelor's life, is by far preferable 

L 2 
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to the ties and shackles of matrimoDy ; but can 
I hope to obtain thb one without the other? 
Know you not her undaunted firmness of cha^ 
racter ?" 

** You talk Uke a fool, my dear nephew,'* 
said the uncle. '< Is she the only woman who 
has charms? and can you not at this moment 
think of a hundred who might rival her in 
beauty, and who would think themselves 
honoured by receiving your attenticms ? Take my 
word for it, — wedlock was made for fools only. 
It imposes on them the disagreeable necessity of 
blindly subscribing to the caprices of women. 
It renders them the slaves of the sex, without 
increasing their pleasiure one iota ; on the con- 
trary, it frequently destroys it, and is attended 
by never ending vexations. Then come the 
iH'ats, — the pretty dears! with their cries 
and shrieks, their slaverings and filth, more of 
the charm^ of matrimony f Who, in the name of 
Lucifer, can think of it seriously, and in his 
senses ? — Believe me, all we ought to be eager 
about, is to ensure a permanent fund, which 
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may furnish us with every worldly comfort ; and 
this I think we can obtain, by persuading Don 
Antonio to get Gabiiela into a convent, and 
adopt you as his son. The old man^s natural 
weakness and great defarence to my advice, and 
Dona Angela's blindness for any thing I pro- 
pose, will greatly facilitate the success of, this 
plan. Thus the existence of young Sandoval, 
or even his residence at Logrono, can be of little 
importance to us; but should it prove otherwise, 
we can then recur to the means which happily 
enough are in our power.'* 

On the uncle concluding this eulogy on matri« 
mony, the nephew, who, as we have already 
remarked, had not even a suppositious father 
to boast of, did not altogether dislike the idea of 
becoming the adopted son of a man of the rank 
and character of Don Antonio Lanza, con- 
sequently, he not only approved his unde's plan, 
but made a long panegyric upon his wisdom and 
foresight. After this, be expatiated on the ex* 
cdllent purchase which his friend the Intendant 
bad made for him. — ^^ He will get half the 
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property/' added he, *< but it is no bad job to 
secure for ourselves the other half^ without pay- 
ing down a single real. But do you know, I was 
afnud the second son of Don Fabrido Sandoval 
would hare put in his protest, and baffled our 
plans ; for he has powa:f ul friends at court, and 
his well known loyalty gives him claims which 
could not fail to meet with attention.^ 

^' Yon know him not," said the monk, ^* if 
you thought he would have taken such a step. 
Thanks to me, T have inspred lum with sufficient 
disinterestedness for the things of this work!, 
that he should ever entertain such a thought. 
What' I most dreaded from him, was his detov 
mination to secure it for his eldest T»t)ther, which 
I was obliged to combat with every imaginable 
iorgument. Many his fanaticism, fortunately, 
furnished me with, and to these he at length 
yielded.'* 

While this edifying conversation lasted, the 
uncle and nephew had demolished the greatest 
part of the capon and tongue, emptied half the 
barrel of oysters, swallowed a great part of the 
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cheese and salad, made deep inroads on the fruit 
dishes, and did not forget the wine, of which four 
bottles had been ahready discussed. Notwith- 
standing this, they were on the point of uncork- 
ing the remaining two, when a knock at the 
outer door stof^ied their proceedings. — 
^' Zounds !'* exclaimed the monk, risii^ ab- 
ruptly from tables and running to the comer of 
the room where he had tbrown his habit, which 
he put on in a great hurry — ^* in the name of 
the foul fiend I who comes to ^sturb otu* medi- 
tations, and prevent us fros^ finishing our wine ? 
•Whoever it be^ I ¥ri«h him at the deviL- — How- 
ever, kick that table mto the next room,-^)remove 
those bottles, — li^t the tapers on my prayer- 
dedc — and get tkee gone to my bed-room, while 
I go throu^ my usual fiirce.-— Who comes at 
dua hour of night ta interrupl my prayers F*** 
added he loud enough to be heard outside, and 
winking at hi« nephew, wha reticed grinning 
and shrug^ng up his idionldezs into the bed 
ffoom. 
.^Fennin Sandoval, reverend father, who 
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k anxious to consult you on a point of oo& 



sdence.'" 



^^ Curse the conscientious fool !^' ejaculated 
his Reverence, and going towards the door, 
opened it, and said — ^ Come in, my son, I am 
always 'glad to see thee, but particularly when 
tormented by the world, the flesh, or the devil, 
thou comest to fortify thyself against thor 
temptations. What snares have they now spread 
against thee, my son ?** 

Fermin, whose well formed features were 
overcast with an expresrion of deep melancholy, 
knelt and kissed his hand reverentially, <' i see 
father," said he, *^ I have interrupted your 
devotions. You n^ere at your prayer desk, and 
I, sinner that I am ! who, like you, ought to 
have been praying to the Almighty to give me 
wisdom and fortitude, have been sinfully strug- 
gling against your commands, and cavilling at 
your good advice. Forgive me, father, if I (^ 
fend vou, but I must follow a different conduet 
towards my brother firom that which you pointed 
out. I must see him, — ^I must ccmsole him,— « 
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Wis wretchedly unhappy. Reverend fatherland 
I cannot stifle the Toice of nature, nay, that of 
dcnisdence. To comfort the afflicted is a chris- 
tian virtue, 'tis a precept enjoined upon us by 
0ur blessed Saviour, (crossing himself.) I am 
onning against it by delaying, even an instuit, 
to offer my unhappy brother the consolation he 
stands so much in need of. My heart bleeds to 
think, that abandoned as he is by the whole 
world, he should be so likewise by me, — great 
Qod!** added he hfting his hands to heaven, 
^^ csn'st thou demand of me such a painful 
sacrifice ?^ 

** He doth,^ said tH)s monk sternly, ^* rebel- 
lious youth ! Did he not ask a greater one from 
Abraham ? How is your unhappy brother to 
be brought into the path of righteousness, if 
while following that c{ sin and guilt, he see not 
the finger of Grod marking his destruction? 
Wouldst thou, then, act against his express 
ocmmands, and impose thy will to his ? Reflect 
on the enormity of such a sin— reflect, and then 
talk of your sacrifices.^ 

l3 
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At these words the unfortunate Fermin, who 
sdll was kneeling at the mmik^s feet, seemed to 
shrink into the earth. ^^ Father/' he cried, 
Irringing his hands in agony, and lifting up his 
large hazel eyes fiUed with tears, '* I am a mdcft 
unhappy, a most wretched being. I can find in 
ray heart no power to withstand the cry raised 
there by* nature and compassion. What shall I 
dp, father, what shall I do r* 

*' Pray, my son, jn^y to God that he may 
give thee fortitude to bear up with these little 
. human tribulations, and resolution suffici^it to 
obey his sacred commands,^ said the monk, 
with a softened tone of Toiee, adding, after some 
minutes silence, during which F^min lay with 
his forehead touching the ground, absorbed in 
praj^r, ^ now my son, thou wilt find all the 
eflbrtiB of obstinacy and disobedience <^ no 
avail against thy good resolutions. May the 
blessing of God be with thee, for I must to 
my prayers, in which thou shalt not be^ for- 
^ gotten." 

'' Thanks, father, thanks," sdd Fennin, fer: 
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^vendy kissing his haad, and inunediatelj leainng 
tbecelL 

<< Zouncfs !^. said the Bsmk, as Andmana 
came out from his hiding place, ^< that fa^ot of. 
a youth giyesme more trouUe than half-ardoaen 
dd devotees^ and pays not so well as one of 
them. Always teazing me with his s^uples^ 
and his conscience^ and disturbing my hours ol 
<piiet and enjoyment. However, he is a useful 
Uxi in our haads, and we must hare some re-, 
gard for him, for were he our enemy, the 
resolution and firmness of his character alone 
would be sufficient to overturn our best con- 
certed {dans. But you have no idea how muck 
I have laboured to m6uld him to my will, and 
induce him to act towards his father and brother 
as suited ous views. Were it not for that su- 
perstitious awe of the cbuix:h*s commands, with 
which from hb infancy we inspired him, and 
which renders him the weakest of creatures in 
our hands, it is certain he would be quite 
unmanageable/' 

^ There is a^ haughtiness about him which I 
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do not altogether like,"** nid the nephew ; ^ he 
pays me no deference whatever, and there is in 
his look something so impoGing, that I actually 
tremUe .when I gaze steadily at his fiice.^ 

^'Tisagood ccmscience and an upright heart 
which give a man that look, you fool P cned 
the monk sneeringly, ^ don't you know that ?. 
But go into the next room, and fetch a cou]de 
of bottles of the old Santo Domingo, our blessed 
patron, whose sanctity brings many a cask into 
our cellars.*' 

^^ Aye,^ said the nephew, rising to obey him, 
^^ that it does ; but if we are to belieye what 
nme of your grave brethren say about your 
blessed patron, had his rides been followed up, 
I should find you now in some cave regaling 
yoarself with a few water-cresses, a piece of 
brown bread, and a jug of pure water, instead 
of seeing you here mortifying, yourself in the 
ripd manner you have done to-night.^ 

"I'll be hanged if you had,^ cried the 
monk; ^^ I would sooner have shouldered a 
musket, and joined one of the errant tribes of 
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gipues, than be an anchorite a single hour ; 
and I think had those rules been observed, few 
of my brethren would have shewn so much par- 
tiahty for the cloister ; living secluded from the 
worid and its comforts, working and praying 
night and day, (which our great patron recom- 
mended as necessary duties,) was not a rule 
made for his disciples, nor for himself either, 
thcH^h he made it." 

" What I liked in your patron," said Arti- 

. mana, as he returned loaded with the bottles, 

was his sang frcid at seeing heretics roasted. 

One would think he fed upon the smell of an 

auto-da-fe, so fond was he of the treat.*' 

^^ He certainly had some good points in hhn,'^ 
cried the monk, ^^ that maxim of his, which 
none had yet dared to advance, and which now 
forma thft ground work of our conduct, was evi- 
dently founded on a deep knowledge of humfltn 
n^ure, and showed him. to be a man of fore- 
sight." 

. '*Do you mean," enquired the nephew, " when 
unsheathing his dagger, he threw aside the scab^ 
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bard^ and requested hb comrades to do the 
same ; saying, they would want it no more, as 
either they or the enemies of God must be ex- 
terminated ; for there was a light abroad, whidi 
Qould not be extinguished, unless by putting out 
life ?" 

'* Aye, I see you have not forgotten his 
apophthegm, my worthy disciple. Eeep it in 
mind my boy, and, depend upon it, we shall have 
little to fear from those idiots the liberals, who 
boast of being more enlightened than ourselves. 
But now let us finish our wine^ that we may go 
to our nocturnal carol at our little witch'^s, and ^ 

be able to p^oim it with becoming spirit.^ 

A detail of the debauch which took place at 
the house of the little witch, as his Reverence 
called his mistress, would set in a still stronger 
light the life and morals of the Spanish monks 
of the present age ; but we shall not forget that 
these pages are intended for an English public, 
and that such an exposure could not but be ] 

highly offensive to public decency, and an insult 
to our readers. We must, however, be allowed 
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to make here a ttw observations on another 
matter. 

A multitude of writers hare asserted, that the 
monastic state was instituted for the purpose of 
reviving and perpetuating among Uf the purity 
of morals of the first Christians. St. Jerome 
himself says, that the life led by the mcmks of 
his own times was the same as that of the former ; 
and, indeed, never did the spirit of poverty and 
disinterestedness^ whTch are the best tokens of a 
contemplative life, shine forth with greatei: 
splendour than at the very birth of Christianity. 
But where shall we now look for that primip- 
tive perfection ? Is it in those magnificent mo^ 
nasteries that resemble, by the grandeur and 
splendour of their architecture the majestic 
palaces of kings, rather than the humble asy^- 
lums of innocence and virtue ? Is it in those 
ho9pederi(i8* of their monasteries, which are per« 
petually crowded with wealthy ladies and geit* 

* Houses kept at the expence of religious communities 
for the reception and accommodation of travellers and 
•trangpers. 
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tlemeDy who, ^ther through devotion for their 
patron saint, or friendship for tlie abbots or 
prompted by their own interests, go to pay their 
court to him, and spend in those delightful i^ 
treats a daj^of mirfh and amusement ; the whole 
farming ^he strongest contrast wi^h the deep 
silence that reigns in the interior of the cloisters f 
~0r is it in those numerous country houses, 
and commodious town dwellings, which are the 
ordinary residences of their proctors, who ape 
iqcessantly watching over the interests of the 
community, putting in claims the most distant, 
and involving people of slender fortunes in long 
and expensive law suits, frequently without a 
glimpse of right on their side, in order to ac- 
complish their own objects ? 

In surveying, one by one, the innumerable 
monasteries in Spam, we shall find that even thf 
wealthiest grandee cannot compete with them in 
objects of mere luxury; such, doubtless, are 
those thick, shady, and neatly lopped planta- 
tions which generally surround their convents ; 
those interior extensive gardens, thickly studded 
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with all kinds of fruit-trees, and offering to the 
sight a scene no less beautiful than useful and 
agreeable; and lastly « those reservoirs filled 
with eels, tench, trouts, crawfish, and .fresh 
water tortoises, which though seldom appearing^ 
on the tables of their refectories, are to be found[ 
in those of their cells, and particularly in that 
of the *Se*or Abad^ who never fails to regale 
his guests and protectors' with the choicest of 
these dainties. But what shall we say of those 
I capacious and numerous granaries, which seem 

every moment ready to sink under the immense 
weight of the com collected from their lands 
and tithes ?-*-of those extensive subterraneous; 
caves, in which the most exquisite wines of 
Europe are annually laid up in prodigious and 
almost incredible quantities ? — of thbse magnifi- 
cent stables, always well furnished with horses 
and mules of the best breed, height, and value ? 
— <>f those extensive pasture grounds and rich 
meadows,' which are stocked with thousands of 
all sorts of cattle ?— ^and, lastly, of the commerce 
they make of all these articles, which if not 
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quite in accordance with their vows of poverty, 
is at least sufficiently lucrative to compensate 
for the sacrifice of principle? 

We own, that on seeing such wefilthy patri- 
monies enjoyed by men, who have renounced the 
vanities and comforts of this perishable world, 
to occupy themselves only with the blessings of 
the world to come, it is only after considerable 
friction of our temples, and many looks up to 
the ceiling that we can hit upon any answer 
which may be likely to sati^ our readers. 
** If, we at length say to ourselves^ our Saviour 
had travelled about the wc»rld with the pomp 
and ostentation of some of the abbots and gene- 
rals of the Spanish monasteries, he certainly 
would not have found the search for disdples to 
assist him in preaching and propagating his 
divine doctrines such a difficult matter ; but his 

of his conduct, are no longer in fashion, and, 
consequently, a travelling stick, instead of a 
comfortable carriage, or a good-paced horse, a 
single tunic, instead of cambric linen and silk 
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habits, and for food some fish, or a piece of 
honey-comb, instead of every delicacy that 
wealth can procure, would not at all fall in with 
the notions of our modem recluses. Yet, Jesus 
Christ and his apostles, though poor, ill fed^ 
and covered with dust, no sooner entered a town 
and commenced preaching their doctrine, than 
the hearts of their hearers were filkd with com. 
punction, and they became meek and humble, 
while the fine carriages, retinue, pomp, rich 
crosses, and pectorals of the thrice happy mo- 
dem abbots, are more likely to inspire pridfe and 
vanity into their flocks, and introduce effemi- 
nacy, dissipation, and voluptuousness among 
their brethren, than the love of retirement, 
poverty, and meditation on heavenly things.^^ 



1 



296 SANOOVAL ; OB, 



./ 



CHAPTER X. 



•( If I'm detign*d yon Inrdling's slave. 

By nature's law designed. 
Why was an independent wish 

B'er planted in my mind ? 
If not, why am I snl^eet to 

His cruelty or scorn ? 
Or why has man the will and pow'r 

To make his fellow mourn ?" 

BcaNs^ 



Retitening now to our hero, whom we left 
in the iong room, endeavouring to bury in sleep 
the memory of that day*s misfortunes, we shall 
find, that as soon as the day dawned, after 
having spent a sleepless night, his mind per- 
petually wandering from disappointments past, 
to painful anticipations of the future, he rose, 
in the hop& of escaping the bitter recollections 
which during the lonely hours of rqx>se had 
haunted his imagination, and immediately di- 
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rected bis steps towards the abode of bis father's 
friend^ which, as we have ahready observed, was 
by the river side. 

As he approached it through a vineyard,' oc- 
cattonally interspersed Math olive trees, he could 
not help admiring the neatness and comfort 
that reigned around it Two little hedges 
formed of rosemafy and laurel led to the door 
of the hut, on each side of which, and encir- 
cling the only two windows bf which it could 
boaat, a number of jessamines and rose trees 
spread their flowery stems, and perfumed the 
air around. On the left side of the hut, and 
facing the south, was a little bee-house, with 
two rows of hives ; and on the right, a small 
shed, the walls of which were hung with nets 
of diflerent sizes and forms, fish-baskets, large 
hooks, ropes, and two or three broken oars. 
Between the two beams that supported the 
angular covering of the shed, lay a small boat, 
M^ich completed the fisherman's chattels 

As Sandoval approached the door of the hut, 
he was met by a dog, wh<r ran out barking hos^ 
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pitably, and wagging his tail in a manner which 
indicated peaceful intentions. He was followed 
by a man dad in the dress of a commcm pea- 
sant, but in whose countenance Sandoval thought 
he could discern a person of superior intellect 
He had a high fiirehead) strongly marked by a 
thick line, whidi seemed to separate it into two 
orbits, an aquiline nose, a weQ-fonned»moutfa, 
large, dark, expressive eyes, and a oom[dexion 
rather tanned with exposure to the sun and air. 
Its expression, however, was that of thought- 
fulness and melandioly, and at first sight seemed 
marked by coldness and reserve. He was of 
middle statur^ but his gait was far above the 
humble costume he wore. He steipped firmly, 
presented an elevated chest, and carried his 
head high. Upon the whole, his person and 
features were suffidoitly prepossessing to in- 
terest Sandoval from the first m<»nent of his 
appearance. He advanced towards him, and 
enquired if his name was not Ansehno?— - 
" Even so," said he, " what is your pleasure. 
Sir r 
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Sandoval drew from his pocket his father's 
letter — ** I understand^" said he, ^^ you are a 
friend of the writer of this l^ter, I am his son/' 

Anselmo glanced rapidly over its contents, 
and welcomed him to his hut with the warmth 
and cordiality of one who sees a friend be loves 
and esteems. ^^ You are come at an unhaj^y 
moro^dV^ added he, '^ and I lament the nu- 
merous disappointments which have thus 
crowded upon you; but remember your fa- 
therms advice; let not your afflicticms enervate 
your courage, and deprive you of the power of 
fighting in your country^s cause. If we tri- 
lunph, all may yet be well.^ n 

Sajring this he invited him tQ repose himself 
awhile in his habitation, the interior of which 
corresponded in every respect with its exterior. 
There was nothing unbecoming a fisherman's 
hut ; but it breathed the same cleanliness and 
comfort. Two wooden chairs were placed on 
each side of a large hearth, on which a cheerful 
fire of vine shoots was blazing, to f^pare hiis 
breakfast ; in the middle of the room stood a 
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dean deal table, over which a candU* hung 
from the end of an iron hook ixed to the ceil- 
ing. A kind of dresser constructed of mason 
work, on which a few common earthen plates 
were arranged in good order, took up the 
greatest part of one of the side walls ; whilst 
tm the opposite, and between the «pace 'of the 
door and window, there was a large Jk^ box, 
in which Anselmo's clothes and linen were con- 
tained. Facing the hearth there was a door 
communicating with a very small room, whid)i 
juAt admitted Anselmo^s bed. 

" Here,'' said he to Sandoval, who was in- 
wardly Gontn^ng Anselmo^s manners with liis 
hun\ble habuation, ^' I live in a condition ap- 
parently bordering on indigence ; but which is 
far from being so, since I am contented with 
the 'little I possess. My wants are few, and 
here I find enoigh to gratify them. Milk, 
honey, eggs, vegetables, fruits, and, fish, are 
productions which are always witHin my reach. 



* A rude iron lamp. 
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md which suffice for my subsistence. A little 
vineyard, on which my labours are more sue* 
cessfully bestowed than they have been among 
,my fellow men, yields wine enough for my 
.consumption, and a glass to spare for any visi- 
tor that chance may bring to my hut, So that 
fa]> from being indigent, I even possess supdft 
fluitii^ ^ 

Sandoval expressed his delight at the sim- 
plicity and happiness of such a life ; and lughly 
praised that philosophy, which enabled his friend 
dius to reconcile himself to the new condition to 
which he had been reduced by the outrages of 
an unprincipled £EiCtibn ; but agUie same time 
he could not help regretting tffl^a man of his 
virtues and acquirements should be thus wasting 
his life and talents in obscurity. 

^^ Were those outrages eonfined to myself 
alone,^ replied Anselmo, ^^ I should think ^P 

lightly of them ; but shared as they are by 
every honourable man in the land, and by the 
majority of imr 'countrymen, they. become at 
times very irksome^ and not a night elapses but 
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xnj pillow is wetted by. my tears. This eac- 
trone sensibility^ may, p^haps, be thought un- 
philosophical ; but jt is not in my nature5 edu- 
cation,, or habits, to be indifferent to the efik 
whjoh afflict our coimtry. I was brought up 
in a inanner that necessarily called my reason- 
ll^g faculties into action^ The father, who 
educated me, died a victim to his libJU prinr 
ciples in the dungeons of the Holy Office of 
Zaragoza. ;The persecutions he endured, the 
early notions I imbibed of our common rights 
from the perusal of the best English and French 
' works on these subjects, and my constant strug- 
gle$ with thMBemies of reaaon and humanity, 
cannot be dIRlled at my age. The love of 
■ our country has become deeply rooted in my 
breast, it forms a vital part of my existence, 
and is always foremost in my thoughts. Were 
I cqnvinced that* the restoration of liberty in 
our land was a visionary scheme, which I am 
.far from believing, still my efforts would be 
unremitting, and,, like my ancestors, I would fsdl 

in. support of our rights I am only sorry, that 

a 

a 
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the enemies we have to fight will not face m 
honeitly, and that their ferocity and opprefisioii 
force the undaunted frienxi^ of freedom to resort 
to means which they alone can practice with 
Buccess. We must have recoiurse to secrecy 
afid nocturnal meetings, to binding oaths, and 
disguises, in a word to means which I de^pKI, 
as rnVfih as I bate ; but to wUdi we all mlist 
conform, as no other are now left in our hands 
to oppose to our powerful and treacherous 
enemies." 

Sandoval lamented the &tal change brought 
about after the glorious tenaination of thestrug* 
gle in whieh Spain had been ei^te^d. *^ It was 



my firm opini(m,^* said he^ *^ tHr independence 










was the surest forerunner of Hberty ; and fondly 
did I hope it m^t prove so in this instance ; 
for a nation that is roused to a sense of its own 
ilignity, and sensible of the blessings accruing 
from the former, is in a fit state to understand 
those alrising ftom the latter. Nafy, they are 
linked together ; and nothing is more -natural to 
the naind of man, than the application of a ge» 
* " M 8 
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neral principle -to an Individual one belonging io 
the same class. If a man knows that the reason 
of his taking up arms against a foreign enemy, 
is to preserve the property he possesses, and to 
avoid becoming a slave, be must necessarily know 
that that property is hu owtiy and that no one 
At himself has a right to any part of it, unless 
it be by his consent ; as likewise that he is his 
own master, and no one has a controul over him 
as long as he is just to others. Then, how easy 
it is to make that man understand that the do* 
mestic tyrant, who claims his property and his 
person as if it were his own, is no less rapacious 
and unjust tbg^the foreigner who comes. into 
his country i^m similar object ? — How then our 
countrymen have allowed thetnselves to be bereft 
of their already well established, and well un- 
derstood rights,' is a paradox to me." 

^^ I differ from you in believing they were 

* 

well understood," ssdd Anselmo; '' if they had 
been so, nothing. could have overturned them ; 
for it is not in human nature to yield up advan- 
tages of which one is sensible, for inevitable ruin. 
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Those rights were well understood at CadiZ) 
and hence Cadiz offered a formal resistance to 
the establishment (^ an absolute king; but in 
the provinces, particularly in those where the 
French bad swayed, nothing was known of 
them. The Constitution was a word, which 
during the struggle had but just reached the A ; 
but the advantages which might be derived from 
it were totally unknown to them. The name of 
the king, on the contrary, was their watch-word ; 
and for the king, the majority of the people 
declared as soon as he proscribed the Constitiv 
tion. It is the government of the Cortes we 
ought rather to blame, for fddishly imagining 
that the moral beauty of their system was of 
itself sufficient to ensure our liberties. Those 
who had then the power in their hands ought, 

as soon as they discovered that Ferdinand would 

♦ 

be content with nothing short of absolute mo- 
narchy, to have employed it in maintaining our 
rights against this domestic intruder, instead of 
endeavouring to suppress the just indignation 
of those who were willing to stake their lives 
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and fortunes in their defence. The peijury of 
one cr ti¥0 generals would then have rendered, 
our triumph more complete. But, my young 
friond,'** added he hurriedly, <^ the past cannot 
be recalled ; at most it may serve as a living 
monument of our folly to avoid committing it 
agtin/' 

He then invited him to partake of his humhie 
breakfast, which oonasted of some fish, caught 
early that morning, milk, and honey, and some: 
excellent fruit, which Sandoval relished, both oh. 
account of his naturally good appetite, and the, 
pleasure of taking i( with a man whos^pindples 
w^re in perfect Iprmohy with his own, and froipi 
whose ^jcmversaMon he derived no le^ ]:deasure 
than instruction. When the breakfast was over, 
Anselmo's avocation obliging him to attend to 
other pursuits, he prepared himself to take leave 
of his friend, requesting his presence at a meet- 
ii|g of some good friends of freedom, who were 
to Assemble in his hut precisely at midnight, to 
talk over some of their plans, and read the ooT'^ 
respbndence which they expected by that day^a 
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post. ^^ As you already belong to pur society » 
you peed not fear the terrifying trials of imtia*^ 
tion^" added he with a smile, 'Mt shall only be 
a presentation, at which the most we dball re- 
quire of you will be the security of yourh(Hil>ur« 
When, some months ago, our enemies were plot^ 
ting in their bloody conventicles the ruin <^ 
their country, they always required from those 
who became their associates to take the mur^ 
derer's dagger in one hand, and the crucifix in 
the other, and swear that they were willing and 
ready, not only to sacrifice to 'the wisb of their 
chiefs their social affections ; but* to spill th^ 
blood of their dearest«relatiyes,' if the atrocious 
crime were commanded. Our morality differs 
as widely frcnn theirs as our political creed ; 
therefore, we shall not bid you go and stab your 
brother to the heart, though he be our inveterate 
enemy, the supporter of tyranny, and a disobey 
dieat son, all of which are great crimes in our 
eyes ; neither shall we ask you to become the 
assassm of any man, however cruel and trea^ 
cherous his conduct may have been towards us. 
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We seek not for murderers, but for men of ho- 
nour, for men who can steadily look on the tor-- 
turing wheel of the Inquisitors while it is pre* 
paring for them, and who will not allow a sign of 
weakness to escape them while their Umbs are 
torn asunder bjr the executioner. If, as I think, 
you have a «oul endowed with sufficient firmness 
to do tiiis, you will feel a pleasure in meeting 
with other men who are all resolved to sacrifice 
their lives for their country, and to undergo the 
greatest sufierings an^ privations in her causa. 

Sandoval assured Anselmo of the delist lie 
wpuld feel at becoming the associate of such 
patriotic spirits, adding that his devotion for the 
cause of his country being founded both on 
principle and filial duty, he was ready to sacri- 
fice to it his repose aiid his life. ^^ We are not 
yet so far advanced in our plans,^ said Anselmo, 
as he took a final leave of him, ^^ as to require 
the last of those sacrifices; but I doubt not, 
when the hour arrives, you will, if necessary, 
cheerfully make good your word. Adieu, then, 
till to-night> at twelve precisely." 



- >. 
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' In fact, until this epoch, nothing had yet been 
done by the patriots to establish a regular system 
of communication by means of secret societies. 
Scattered about the country, weakened, and dis- 
couraged by the destructive proceedings of their 
adversaries, a few of them, at most, assembled 
in private houses and secret places, to communi- 
cate to each other the news they received from 
their dispersed friends. The freemasons^ lodges, 
which became afterwards the bonds of union 
with the liberal party, were -at the moment here 
alluded to few in number, and very contracted 
in their object ; but even before the king's re- 
turn their influaice had been very inconsi- 
derable. Freemasonry, in Spain, previous to 
Napoleon's, invasion, was confined only to a few 
individuals, who had been accepted masons in 
foreign lodges. The intercpurse with both 
French and English freemasons, who went to 
Spain on accovint of the war, caused that number 
to be augmented, though by no means so greatly 
as might have been expected. The first attempt 
at forming a grand Spanish Orient was made by 

M 8 
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those Spaaiidrds who were attached to the patty 
of long Joseph i and who, aided by their GaUft6 
friends, succeeded in nominally establishing it.> 
Thmr numbers increased in proportion as th^r 
party gained ground ; but their object in nuikbg 
new proselytes, was principally to give strength 
to their £action^ and obtain, mutual assistance 
from each other in whatever difficulties, either 
personal or political, they might find themsdves 
involved*. At about the same period, and soon 
after the promulgation of the Constitution, those 
liberals who were at Cadiz, and who belonged 
to that society, formed also a kind of lodge, the 
object cf which was merely to prevent die ser- 
viles from obtaining a preponderance in the ad- 
ministration ; but neither these masons, nor those 
belonging to the same party who jnrere scattered 
about the country in the different armies, had 
among th^nselves any bond of union, <x^ deter^ 
mined political object. This fact was well 
know to the servile faction ; yet on the king's 
return to Spain, unwilling to forget that it was 
owing to the effisjrts of some of the freemasons 
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that they had failed in obtainingy during thd 
time they were at Cadie, what they so much 
panted after, namely, a prepond^ance in the 
government^ they, in conjunction with the he^ 
loved Ferdinand, the Girand Inquiait<M*, and our 
Holy Father, the Pope, fulmkiated a decree 
agdnst the freemasons^ in which, as theholy 
InquisitcH*s themselves expressed it, ** Wq 
henceforth offSsr to receive with open armSi and 
all that tenderness which has always charac^^ 
terized ourniinistry, those who^' within thespacQ 
of fifteen dssys from the date of this decree, 
shall spontaneously and voluntarily denounce 
themselves to us ; but if any person (which God 
forbid !) persist in fbllowingthe road to perdition^ 
we shall employ, to our great regret, rigour, and 
severity, causing the pains and penalties -of the 
civil and canonical laws to be inSicted on^th^ 
offenders." It is needless to add, that this de^ 
cree was followed by numerous arrests through«> 
out the Peninsula ; and that, even some of those 
persons euepeeted of being euspicious in this 
respect, were unfortunate enough to be reeeived 
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^''in the open arms^^ of the holy Inquisitor^ 
whose embraces we can compare only to the 
loving coil of the boa constrictor, or the more 
rapturous clasp of the African tyger. 

But to return to our hero. Having arranged 
with Anselmo how he was to get down to his 
hut at that late hour of the night, when the city 
gates were all closed, he took leave of him, and 
walked slowly towards town, in rather better 
spirits than he had left it ^^ Reduced, by the 
present anarchical state of things, to almost the 
state of an outcast,^' said he to himself as he 
walked on, "deserted, by former associates^ 
deprived of the society of an enlightened parent, 
and disappointed in my long cherished hopes, 
how should I have been able to bear the weight 
of Ufe, had I not met in Anselmo a true and 
valuable friend, whose society will compensate 
for many of those severe losses I have sustained? 
It is a resource and a consolation of which* the 
despotism of men can never deprive me, at least, 
so long as we both inhale the free air.^^ 

It must be confessed that there was nothing 
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in those hopes very visionary, or unreasonable ; 
but the vicissitudes of his life proved that a man 
who, like him, existed more for others than for 
himself, and who was under the controul of 
events, exposed to a thousand crosses and dis- 
appointments, had no right to entertain hopes 
c£ any kind, any more than they who are the 
slaves of circumstances, or of men — a comforts 
able reflection for him whd is in either of these 
two predicaments ! 
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CHAPTER XI. 



** Fure thee well! most foul I most fair! farewellj 

For thee IH lock up »U the gates of Iot^ 
And OS my eyelids let conjecture hang, 
To turn all beauty into thoughts of harait 
And never shall it more be gracious." 

Shakspbabe. 



The midnight hour was anxiously expected 
by Sandoval ; who, elated at the idea of renew- 
ing before other patriots, those vows which he 
had a thousand times made within his own 
breast, felt as if at last they were about to be 
carried into effect. Besides, there waa in the 
expectation of meeting congenial minds, some- 
thing deUghtfully exciting for one, whose heart, 
overflowing with social affections, felt the neces- 
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sity ci expansion. In order, therefore, not to 
fail in his appointment, as soon as the hour of 
departure came, he directed his steps towards 
an unfrequented quay, whfire he was to find a 
boat, the management of which was to be un* 
dertaken by his servant Roque, who was an ex* 
edilent rower ; but who, on this occasion, accom<» 
panied his master with some reluctaoee, having 
heard people say, that spirits slept in the waters^ 
and not feeling very anxious U> disturb their re- 
pose by the plashing of his oars, lest they 
should testify their sense of the obligation in a 
style of courtesy to which he was not accus* 
tpmed. 

The night was serine and cloudless, and the 
moon, which was on the senith^ appeared reflected 
on the waters like a silver mirror inlaid on the 
surface of a dark and highly polished nuucble* 
There was such a stillness in the air, that even 
die most distant murmur passed softly on, and 
died away in the distance by gradations as gen- 
tle, as those of the echo in a vaulted cavern. 
Nature itself seemed at a stand, so deep was the 
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silence of the night, and so motionless were all 
the elements. Man alone, that restless b^ng, 
whose passions so often distui*b the harmony of 
nature, was found wandering in the midst of 
this uniyersal calm. Sandoval and his servant, 
however, reached their boat without any interrup- 
tion, unmoored it, and rowed away as silently as 
that operation permitted. As they were obliged 
to traverse the whole line of the city in order 
to reach their place of destination, rtiany a 
sigh escaped Sandoval as they passed along some 
of the houses, the gardens of which, though con- 
siderably raised above the level of the river, 
extended to the water side, in which l^e had 
once spent some happy hours, but the 4<^i^ 
were now shut against him. Among these 
was one, which, long before they came to it, 
brought more punful recollections to his mind; 
— 4t was that of Gabriela's father. *' Row not 
so fast,^ whispered he to Roque, some minutes 
before they reached it, '^who knows but I 
may catch a glimpse of my unhappy love in 
some of those bowers near the river, in which 
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she has often sat in such nights as this to 
heai; my light hearted serenade. All then wa» 
hope and light around us, all now is darkness 
and solitude l"" 

As he said these words, the plashing of 
oers was faintly heard in the distance ; it be- 
came gradually more audible, the quick suc- 
cession of the strokes, indicating that the boat 
was well manned, and coming rapidly on. 
Sandoval wrapt himself up in his doak, and 
ordered Roque to row as ^lose alcmg shore 
as possible, towards a cluster of trees that 
cast a dark shadow on the waters. Here 
they remained concealed till the other boat 
passed them, which happened very soon after. 
They obseryed by the moonlight,' an officer in 
his regimentals sitting at the stem, with his 
arms folded across his breast ; but the distance 
bdng too great to distinguish his uniform, 
it was impossible for Sandoval to guess 
whether he belonged to the^ preventive ser- 
vice, or to the troops of the line. How- 
ever, he kept his eye on the boat, to see 
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whither it was going. This he very soon ascerr 
tained; for no sooner it came opponte Don* 
AnUmio Lanza's garden than the rowers pulled 
to shore ; and on the officer leaping out, the boat 
retraced its way with the same rapidity as it had 
coa^e down* Sandoval's curiosity was strongly 
excited; anxious to discover who the officer 
was, and also, if possible, to ascertain the object 
of a visit there at such an hour, he commanded 
Boqtie to row ashcnre. This done, he jumped 
out, and desired him not tastir from the place; 
but keep himself in readiness at. an instant's 
notice^ should he be obliged to make a precipi- 
tate retreat He then walked up towards that 
part of the rampart over which he had aeen the 
officer climb and disappear ; and here he found 
a rope ladder fastened to the iron balustrade of 
the terrace. He did not hesitate an instant in: 
ascending and leaping over the railing. Having 
stood awhile endeavouring to catch some sounds 
which might direct his steps, he thought he heard 
voices whispering in one of the pavilions on the 
right side of the garden. He listened more at- 
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teatiyely, and beiog soon confirmed in his 
opinion, stole with cautious steps towards the 
place whence the sounds issued. As he came 
nearar it, he heard distinctly a voice too familiar 
to his ear to be mistaken by hin^, saying — '^ You 
know it well, Fermin, my love i^ too deeply 
rooted in my heart, < to require those soothing 
expressions you bestow. If we must again be 
separated — if our mutual interests demand this 
painful sacrifice — if, as you say, it may be^ the 
means of bringing about our long expected 
union-— why should I then oj^se your measures, 
when I have none better of my own to urge ; 
nay, when by his sudden arrival, and untimely 
^it to our house yesterday, my hope became 
nearly extinct ? Do, then, as your better judg- 
ment shall direct, and rely on it, I shall not 
shrink from any task you may impose on me> 
My heart could be sooner rooted out, than the 
afiecdon that is kindled there. But for Grod^s 
sake, Fermin, be cautious, in — — " here 
Sandoval*8 extr^ne agitation prevented his 
hearing the remainder of the sentence, and ail 
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be now heard were half suppressed sighs from 
Gabriela, and so6thing words addressed to her 
by. his brother, expressive. of tender and even 
passionate feelings. At last she made an effort 
to speak more collectedly — " You know Calisto^s 
temper/' she said, '^ and how easily it is excited 
-—you know the passion that rages in his breast, 
spare then his feelings, as far as it may be in your 
power— Poor Calisto i how will you bear this 
news! — ^but it must be— yes! I am resolved, 
Fermin ! I submit to your dictates. There wiB 
then be a greater probability of accomplishing^ 
Qur plans of happiness.'^ 

^ Traitors !" exclaimed Sandoval, unable to 
restrain himself any longer, and rushing towards 
the pavilion, " it shall not be — by heavens ! it 
shall not be — 1*11 be revenged on both of ye 
before we part !'* 

At these words, Gabriela shrieked wildly, x- 
^' Great God, 'tis he !'' and darting from the pa- 
vilion, rushed through some tall shrubs, and 
disappeared ; Fermin following her with equal 
cderity, but exclaiming — " Holy Virgin, have 
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mercy on me ! 'tis my father confessor r — while 
Sandoval stood at the entrance enveloped in 
his long doak, and metted to the spot, gazing 
after both, but unable to follow. Soon after, a 
door was heard turning on its hinges, and bolts 
drawn, and then a dead silence ensued. " They 
are gone, the traitors are goneP cried San- 
doval, gnashing his teeth, ** but they shall pay 
dearly for their perfidy;" saying which, he 
flew to the balustrade, and dropping down the 
rope-ladder as swiftly as a squirrel, regained the 
boat, where he threw himself on his seat, ex- 
daimiDg, ^^ Row on, and let us fly this accursed 

land.'' 

I 

^* Whither shall I row ?*' enquired Roque, 
astonished at his master's extreme agitation. 

" Whither, idiot ! to hell !"" was the reply. 

*^ I rather you would not insist on my com- 
pany then,^ muttered Roque, and commenced 

* 

rowing for home. 

** Fool ! the other way !" cried his master ; 
" the traitor V^ added he, stamping so violently, 
that he almost overturned the boat ; ^^ but he 
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loves otie! — He would sacrifice Us repose 
and his happiness— nay, he would ^ve hii& life 
to aave mine ! — How Icind ! how disinterested ! 
— Yet he does not hesitate to seduce from me 
Boy betrothed mistress ! — to blast my hc^)es,.aiid 
to destroy my happiness ! — ^n»y, to stab . me to 
the heart ! Hypocrite ! is that your boasted 
religion ? villain, knave, and double trmtor j is 
that the love you bear ine ? And thou, perfi- 
dious, and no less abandoned woman! where 
are now thy solemn vows, thy sincere tears, all 
thy binding pledges ? —Ah, where ? — I puff 
them from me ; tfa^e,^ said he, ^^ I have done 
with you both — I cast you from my heart,— I 
drive you from my memory — seek now another 
fool to cheat and betray>^ 

After this first burst, he sat motionless, as if 
he really intended to think no mc^e on the sub- 
ject; but an affection so deeply rooted is not to 
be so easily forgdtten. It is not without a pang 
that a man can redeem a heart he has once 
plighted to a beautiful and beloved woman. 
Many an hour of sorrow and irresolution must 
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jbe spent ]i)efore he caa bring his mind to forego 
the delightful hopes on which he has so long 
existed. Thus while Sandoval's resentment 
lasted, he was able to preserve the sullen silence 
jc^ contempt ; but when it began to subside^.the 
certainty that he had lost the affection of a 
,w0man whom it was impossible fur him to for- 
gqtf gradually made way into his mind, and 
goaded him to madness and despair. 
' Roque made several attempts to pacify his 

.master, by enumerating the many stories he had 
treasured up in his memory, from the various 
bi^ads he had learned of gallant knights who 
had be^x cruelly forsaken by tlieir mistresses, 
and who instead of hanging, or drowning, or 
stabbing themselves, as seemed to be his inten- 
tkm, had taken the wiser course*^ of conferring 
one of those favours on the false fair one, and, 
her lover inito the bargain ; but unable to suc- 
ceed, he desisted, and now enquired if it was 
I his intention that they should take a trip to the 

Mediterranean, as it aj^ared he had forgotten 
they had already left the town half a league be- 
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hind. *^ Bow to the opposite shore,^' said he^ 
^^ for this . accursed interruption had nearly 
driven from my mind the object of my excur- 
sion.'* 

Roqiie obeyed^ and Sandoval stepping out of 
the boat, desired him to wait there his return, 
which he said would take place in a few hours, 
during which he was at liberty to take his re- 
pose. Roque then wrapt himself up in his 
doak, and stretched himself at full length in the 
boat, while his master walked towards Ansel- 
mb's hut, which he reached later than he migh^ 
have done had he not purposely followed a cir- ' 
cuitous route, in order to have a little more time 
to compose his mind. In looking through the 
crevices both of the window, and door, he could 
not see a glimpse of a light, nor hear a niunhur 
which indicated there was a single person stirr- 
ing inside. Afraid that the hour of meeting 
was past, and that the party had already broke 
up, he hesitated a long time before he could 
bring his mind to disturb Anselmo's repose. 
Unwilling, however, to return to,town without 
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having first ascertained the fact, he at length 
t^ped. gently at the door, which, however, was 
opened on a second knock. Sandoval then en- 
tered, and the bolts were drawn back. ^^ I am 
afraid,'^ said he, as he ridnly looked for a light, 
^^ I have disturbed youl* rest, and am come too 
late" 

" Better late than never," cried a deep voice, 
which he recognized as that of his fri^d An« 
selmo ; ^^ but give me your hand and follow me. 
Sandoval groped along, led by Anselmo to the 
other extremi|;y of the room, where a little trap* 
door, whijch had escaped his notice in the mom* 
ing, was lifted up, and he was requested to de« 
scend sope steps that led to what bad been 
during Anselmo's predecessor a wine cellar, and 
which served now as the place of meeting for a 
few trusty patriots* On reaching the bott^w 
€i these ^steps another docnr was* op^edi and 
Sandoval^s eyes came at last in contact with a 
J%ht, by which he saw five middle^ged gentle 
iqen seated round a table, covered with letters 
^ newspapers, Spanifb> French^ and Ei^lidi, 
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and busied in examining their contentar. Tbeir 
countenances, only partially revealed by the 
light of a single lamp, exhibited, neverthelesr, 
nobler features than a Dutch painter would 
have given to a group similarly situated. At 
the approach of Anselmo and their new asso- 
ciate, they all rose, and one after another w6l^ 
corned him to their sanctum with the warmth 
of old friends, two or three of whom were in 
fact well known to him. "Here, my young 
friend,'' said one of these to Sandoval, " we are 
obliged to assemble, in order to concert our 
plans of regeneration, under ground, and at 
the midnight hour, as if we were so many mur- 
derers, contriving schemes of plunder and as- 
sassination; but we must not forget that we are 
struggling with an enemy as ^powerful as perfi- 
dious, and that to escape oppression, the weak 
can never be too cautious. The office of a spy 
is now beccmie a lucrative, and, among our 
oppressors, an honourable profession. We can- 
not make a step without stumbhng upon one. 
We are afraid of speaking aloud, lest the very 
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l^lls T)r the stones should b&tiray us ; nay, such 
is the absolute dominion of the clergy over the 
minds of the generality of people, that in out 
own houses, we dire not trust our thoughts,, 
. even to our wives, children, or brothers, those 
monsters having succeeded in dissolving the 
social ties which bind the hearts of ^the nearest 
relatives, by inspiring them with the horrible 
belief that they perform a religious duty in 
betraying each other ! nay, that the very salva- 
tion of their souls depends upon their doing so ! 
Thus every individual in Spain who attends the 
confessional ijand woe to him that does aaot,) 
must necessarily be a hypocrite or a villain. He 
must betray his dearest friends, or the prin- 
ciples of his religion, by conimittingthe sacrilege 
of communing with his God, without having 
first inade a competent confession."^ 

'^ Gentlemen !*' said AiiBehno, ^it matters 
kittle where we assemble, provided we can put 
an end to such degradations. My blood boils 
4n my veins, when I think of . these atrocities; 
but still more,' when J «ee.our inability Ho remedy 
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them. StiU I h<^ that a better day may yet 
dawn for our limd; and I am led to this hope 
by a letter, which I have this day received from 
Madrid i and which I beg leave to read to you. 
It is written by an intelligent friend of mine^ 
and giveft a tolerable insight into the actual 
state of thipgs at court But you i^all hear 
it'' 

" My DifiAB Peienp, 

<^ The violent excesses jcommitted fa^re against 
the patriotic party by those persecuting dema- 
gogues who style themselves this friends of 
order and religion, are by .this time too well 
known {hrou^out the Peiiibsttla to require my 
entering into tbe painful details they present I 
9haU, iheDe&xre, confine mysdf to sudi particulars 
as could not so well have reached you, and 
which may have reference to future events, 
already £areseea by aM l>ut those who never 
think on jmy subject 

^^ The sight wUdi ithis cafHtal offers at the 
present momott is tadi as would create in yx^. 
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^o hewr of nothing but persecutions, proscrip- 
tions, punishments, outrages, imd injustices, the 
utmost astonishment. Were jou to come to- • 
Madrid, and judge onlj by what you saw in 
public, you would be inclined to doubt the truth 
of the accounts you hare heard. Wherever you 
might direct your steps, you would be struck 
with the luxury, joy, and exultation, which are ' 
every where displayed. The city and the court 
overflow with grandees and noblemen from the 
provinces, prelates, and dignitaties, high officers 
of govermnent, and generals of all descriptions. 
These last, in particular, throng the saloons of 
the palace to congratulate Ferdinand on his 
return to the absolute throne of his ancestors. 
Their names have long ago ceased to exist, but 
their proper persons with their uniforms and 
insignia, now re-appear before the world as if by 
miracle or enchantment Half a dozen of them 
at most took part in the late war, the rest fled, 
like cowards, to Mallorca, Cadiz, Ceuta, and 
even to the Canary Islands, where they remained 
distant from the roaring of the enemy's cajmon, 
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and sheltered £«m its unpleasant effects^ Feoeiv- 
ing and spending their salaries, while their iin- 
ibrtunatevcoimtrymen were struggling for life or 
4eath.« Yet these are the men who share among 
tbcmselyes the highest and most lucrative ofiices 
of the state, the wealth of the nation, and the 
spoils of the liberal party, as a recompense for 
the extraordinary merit which they, had display^- 
ed during our late struggle. You will think I 
am Jesting, when I state, that Orcasitas, of whom 
yoa may perhaps have a faint recollection as 
Jbeing among the first generals »who considered 
they'served dieir country best by taking care of 
themselves, presented a memorial to the king, in 
which he had 'the shameless effrontery to say, 
that ;'^ such. was his hatred to the French, that 
he could boast, and prove, that during the whole 
war he had not seen even a French prisoner, 
much less any of their troops T' . But if such a 
disgraceful fact appear inaredible.to. you, how 
wiU you believe, that- this impudetnt dedvation 
obtained for him not only the verbal, thanks of 
the tyrant, but the grand' crosses-due to.merk 
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only, a post in the supreme council of war, a 
militj^ry knighthood, worth annually eighty 
thousand reals, with its inheritance for one of 
his sons, - and as . many pensions as he had 
daughters P You will say it is impossible, but I 
assure you it is as true as that you are now 
reading this. Yet, at this very moment> Mina 
and the Empednado-those two hetoicchiefittiia, 
the glory and pride of Spain, the brare defenders 
<^ their natal soil, an4 the* two great champ^ns 
to whom' Ferdinand is mdst indebted for .his 
restoration to that thnyle so basely abandoned 
by hitn, and "so de^y and frequently st£dned 
by his turpitude and tyranny — ^those heroes, I 
say, whom he himself h^ called to Midrid, 
.th9Ugh rather for the saike of gratifying a petty' 
curiosity, than pajrii^igthem the homage of that 
.gvadtude which was their due, were seen entflr^^ 
tng.the capital in the most psivate manner, when 
all the triumphal arches, all the pomp aod^so- 
iemnity used on such occa^ns in andent fioiae, 

^ 

would hardly have sufSced to do justice to the 
jttmortal deeds they b^d pctrfbnaed. 
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<*It was, howeter, an eittraordinary sight to 
see these two brave Vdrrioro enter with the manly 
port, which oohsdous dignatj alone can impart, 
the crowded saloons of the palace, where the 
despot was receiving the base incense of flatter]^ 
from a multitude of embroidered sycophants, 
who crouched at his feet, and kissed the very 
floor on which he trod— to see them modestly 
take tbeii' place in one comer of the saloon, 
stared at by some with an air of impatient cu- 
riority, mingled with contempt ; and by otfiers 
with the pride of birth and self-importance.—^ 

< Do you observe 'Mina'ii coat,' said one of those 
embroidered puppets, * what a eut f By heieivens ! 
ril send my tailor toliSm to take a copy of it. It 
is a curiosity worthy bf being preserved in the 
Royal Museum !* — * Aye,' cried his companion, 

< and what iay you to that other clownish look* 
ixkff ruffian, Whosc^ very look makes me shudder^ 
Do you see his straight laivk locks, falling about 
his ears^ like a lion's mane ? He might as well 
liave had thera cropt before he dai*ed show him- 
self to his soverdgn/-^' An4 what mean barber. 
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however filtfailjr inofiiiecl) would have liked the 
job?* enquired a third, with a contemptuous 
sneer — ' What I most lament, and am most sur«- 
prised at,* said another, ' is that men of our 
birth and long standing in the army, should be 
obliged to associate with such clownish upstarts 
as these/ — ^ It will not last long jou will find,'' 
'«aid the first speaker. , 

^^ Meantime, the 'two heroes looked around 
with the native curiosity of men not accustomed 
to such sights. Their manly forms, and the 
extreme simplicity of their manners and dress^ 
while it afforded the degraded courtiers subject 
for gross and vulgar remarks, offered ^as striking 
a contrast as that of Walton and his companicm 
in the country of the monkeys, or Gulliver in 
the land of Lilliput. Aware that they, were 
objects of ridicule, yet impressed, too, with the 
idea that the little unmeaning beings by whom 
they wer6 surrounded, were not worthy of their 
frowns, much less their wrath, they smiled, and 
asked one another the names of those who were 
iBDst covered with gold and nlver, crosses, rib^ 

n' 3 * 
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boDs, and decorations ; but, alas ! neither of the 
two could tell— they had never seen them in the 
field of honour — ^they had never heard their 
names mentioned in the hour of danger. 

" But the tvrant himself did not receive them 
more graciously than the vile flatterers by whom 
he was surrounded. This will appear extraor- 
dinary; but, I think, he. has good reasons for 
sudi conduct. For who will say, he does 
not consider the services rendered to Ynvfi^ 
•during his pretended captivity, as nothing 
^ore thaB shameful testimomes of his own 
weakness and cowardice ? — or, in fact, that he 
does not look upon the patriots as bold transr 
pressors, for having, contrary to his express 
commands,— -that they should remain in subser- 
,viency to Napoleon and his brother, Joseph, — 
forced him into a throne of which he was un- 
worthy, whether on the score of ability, or of 
virtue?' 

" This treatment iroxa the man they had just 
liberated, had a different effect on their minds 
tl^an the scoffings of the syc(;f)hants. I could 
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^see Mina^s steady eye penetrate the inmoiSt 
recesses of Ferdinand's soul, and. there reinL 
xHgraUtude written in Uoody cbaraeters. He 
smiled scornfully, and withdrew, his noble soul 
;fined with a jiist indignation, which was worked 
iip. to a greater he^t,?when he found that 
chose men who had declared themselves his 
friends, were either consigned to dungeons, or 
.otherwise harshly treated by the government ; 
^smd particularly, when shortly after h& himself 
received orders to. quit the capital, and fix. his 
reffldence at Pamplona, as a letired officer. 
•There, tbo, he found that the troops, whom he 
had led through such extraordiniEU*y perils, in 
.the late glorious campaign, and who' owcr their 
existence to him alone, had been placed imder 
the orders of Espeleta, a decrepid old man, who 
during the war remained a distant spectator of 
our efforts ; and who now must be rewarded by 

the tyrant with high posts of office, for his well- 

« 

known hatred of liberal opinions. 

'^ It is impossible that a man of Mina^s energy^ 
and fine sense of honour and patriotism, can 

9 
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renudn the slave of the perrerse dotard, under 
^hose Yigilanoe he has been placed, or look upon 
the evtis which afflict his beloved country with a 
criminal apathy. Indeed, it is my firm opinion, 
that we may look up to him ad the man who is 
destined by heaven to be the saviour dl his 
country. May this prophecy be fulfilled, and 
when the moment of trial comes, may he meet 
with stout hearts to aid his virtuous enterprise. 
He has my prayers, and those of every true 
friend of freedom and his country." 

*<And now. Gentlemen,'* added Anselmo, 
*^ I have the plebsuie to inform yon, that I have 
Ukewise received communications from Pamplo- 
na, which lead me to think that my friend's con- 
jectures respecting Mina, are not only probable, 
but well-founded. An attempt to hoist the 
banners of the Constitution is really meditated 
by him, the result of t^hich we shall shortly 
know." 

** Since that is the case,'* cried Sandoval, who 
had been listening with intense interest to An- 
selmo's communications, '* to-morrow, gentlemen. 



I will set off to join Mina^ and share his fortunes, 
whatever they majr be. I will become a glad 
partidpatxir in an enterprise, which cannot but 
"Cover those with glory who may ei^^age in it, 
whatever may be its terminaticm/* 

*^ My brave and gallant youth,^ cried ^n- 
selmo, as he folded the young enthusiast in his 
arms, <^you have anticipated my wishes. Go 
and exert yourself to save the country of your 
larth; and remember, that he who falls for such 
a cause can never die. He lives in every pa- 
triot's heart, and his name is handed down from 
father to son to the remotest posterity."^ , 

*^ May heaven^s blessing be with you, and 
may your virtuous endeavours be crowned with 
success,^ said the other gentlemen, a$ they 
saluted him one after another. 

He then left the hut, anxious to regain his 
quarters before the day dawned, in order. to 
avoid exciting any suspicions at the inn, which 
might endanger the prosecution of his dest^s, 
and returned to town by water, as lie had come. 
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without meeting any other adventures worth 
recording. 

The rest of the time, till the hour of. h)s de-. 
p^ture, was spent, not in sleeps but in th^ medi- 
tations suggested by the various, and, to him, 
important (Occurrences of the past eventful night. 



'(• 




THE FAEEMASOM. 



■ 279 



CHAPTER XII, 



Man, vain man,. 
Drest in a little brief authority. 
Play* rach fantastic tricks before high heaven 
As make the angels weep. 

Sbakbpba&b. 



^.X- 



The resolution formed by Sandoval of join- 
ing Mina was to be carried into effect early that 
day. In this measure he saw the only remedy 
which could have a chance of healing the deep 
wound his heart had received on the previous 
night. It was natural enough to suppose that 
while his mind remained inactive, it would recur 
to the painful subject of his brother^s treachery, 
and Grabriela's faithlessness ; but if, on the con- 
trary, it was engaged in matters which he had 
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ever considered paramount to all pertonal con-^ 
cents, he could then hope to escape much of the 
misery he at present endured, the undertaking 
being of itself of sufficient weight to absorb 
every other feeling. Indeed, dee^ as was his 
passion for Gabriela, he would not, even when 
motives of affection hiight have urged his stay 
at Logrono, have hesitated an instant in sacri- 
ficing them to the duty he owed to his country, 
much less now when be wished to obUterat^. all 
remaining traces of his unfortunate passion. 
AcccNrdingly, he no sooner rose' than he gave 
instructions to Roque to prepare everything for 
their departure, and begged the landlady to 
bring his chocolate, and a bill of the expences 
he had incurred at her inn, as some urgent 
business rendered his instant departure 'indis- 
pensable. 

The little hostess, whose natural inquisitive- 
ness, joined to that of her profession,, had en- 
abled l)er to pump out of Roque some of the 
principal incidents of his master^s life, and who 
really felt a certain sympathy for his misfor- 
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UmeSf could not hear this sudden resolution 
without some emotion, and assured him that if 
he left her house on aeoount of any pecuniary 
embarrassment, she would take it as very un^ 
kind of him ; ^^ For,'* added she, ^^ I am not so 
covetous as we innkeepers have the reputation 
of. being. To be sure, if God Almighty sends 
me a f^t beneficiado, or a wealthy mayorazgo, I 
shoidd belie myself were I to say that I would 
not try to pluck a feather out of him. That is 
one of the duties of our profession. But you 
Deed not apprdiend an exercise of it ; nay, I 
can accommodate you with any sum you want ; 
for I hate the key of the ' strong box in my 
possession, and can dispose of the money as I 
please; and don't imagine that my husband 
would say a woi:fl about it, for I ii^ould tear the 
eyes out of his head if he dared even to hint at 
it, as sure as my name is Juana. What ! have 
I not as much right as he to share in what I 
earn, and spend it as I please ?^ < 

This right is too generally admitted in Spain, 
for Sandoval to ha^e thought' of disputing it. 
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However, thaiiking her warmly for the interest 
she seemed to take in his affairs, he declined 
accepting anything from her, as he stood in 
no need of. money. While his breakfast was 
{preparing, he sat down to write a letter to 
Gabriela, in which he expressed all the bitterness 
of his feehngs' in language more forcible than 
temperate. He had just finished it, when Roque 
came running into the room, with looks expres-. 
give of anxiety and alarm,' and nearly put* of 
breath, ' said, ' that all thoughts of departing 
must now be relinquished, as fseveral alguadles* 
were about the house in search of him, and the 
worst of it was that even an attempt to escape 
would prove useless, as all the doors were 
guarded. , 

^' Virgen Santisimar cri^ the landlady, 
much alarmed at this intelUgence, ^^ what shall 
we do'? — I. know of no place where if concealed 
you might not be easily Ibund outr— There, that 
is what comes of talking," added she with a 

. * Offioen.of police. 
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reproving look, " I would lay a wager, that you 
are arrested in consequence of the information 
of that vile police man, who is constantly pev 
tenng us here, and poking his ugly face in 

• 

every where. If it be so,- 1 shall break my 
heart; for really. Captain, I feel very mucli 
cqpcernQ4 sibout you, now that I know who^you 
are. Yet I; don't' uqde]*stiind vjrhy the.deu^e 
the, government . people shpiild trouble thieir 
beads about ypur opinions, or any oilier person's. 
Surely, thoughts don't break bones ?^, . 

** But thoughts,'' replied Sandoval, " if allowed 
to diffuse themselves freely, might. enlighten the 
people, and make some change in the circum- 
stances of those who lord it over us in such a 
tyrannical manner, and it is to prevent this that 
the thinkers must be kept down. However, 
should any new misfortune befal me, or should 
I lose my liberty, you will remember me now 
and then." 

" Nay, Captain, you need not recomtA^nd 
that to me/' said she, wiping a tear frpm her 
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eyeSi *' I shall often go aad 0e6 yon, shoulddle 
wretches imprison you; but I trust in Ood that 
will not be the case.^ ^ 

Sandoval gratefully pressed her hand> and 
waited the alguacile'*s arrival with that serebity 
which conscious innocence alone can impart; 
nay, he looked gay, and was the first to address 
the officer as soon as he made his^appearanee^— 
^^ I understand,^ said he to him, *^you are in 
search of one Don Calisto Sandoval^ 

" 'Tis so, Sir," answered the afeuacil, « and 
mcweover I want him to attaid me to the office 
of the poHce.'* 

** Would you allow him to take his breakfast, 
heSore he attends you there ?^ asked Sandoval. 
^ " Ay, he may, if he will pay reasonably for 
euch an indulgence," cried the alguacil. 

*' And what do you consider reasonable ?" 
returned our hero. 

'^ Why, ten reals'for half an hour, twenty for 
a whole one, forty for two, and so on.**- 
• ♦* Faith !** cried Sandoval, " that would be 
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mare ibm Hs breakfast^ dinaer, and sapper put 
togetliet would cost him. However, as I sup« 
pose it is an imevocable regulation, he nmst 
submit — Roque,^ added he, addressing his 
senrant, *^ bring my bceakfast as quickly as 
you can; for otherwise I shall be ruined-— 
Pray, my good man,^ ^d he, turmng-to the 
ofikier, ^< doof t people com{dain a great deal 
about the want of money to defray such ex- 
pences as you and your friends bring upon 
them?'' 

*^ When did men not complain of wanting 
inoney P'' i«pUed the alguacil, <^ 'ds the burden 
if every song, Sir ; though now certainly more 
. than ever. However, I can tefl you this, that 
never wece limes better than at this present 
moment, thanks to the king, our lord and 
master, and to ihe clever people by whcnn he 
is advised. Why, I recollect ten years ago, 
#ben I entered upon my office of alguadl, 
thaf^ven the cleverest chap in the corporation 
had hardly enough to any grace for himself, 
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much less for his family; but now, Sir, I would 
not exchange my switch* for a benefido simple^f 
so tnie it is that times have much mended dnce 
then;' 

^ I should think so, indeed, if things have 
come to that happy state, when an alguadl 
despises a beneficio simple,^ said Sandoval. 

** You ,may rely on it. Sir, they are very 
much improved," returned the a%uacil, ^' for 
it is an undeniable fact, that for only half a 
dozen writs a month, which might be sent out 
at the time I' allude to, and that too against 
pennyless individuals, pickpockets, and thieves, 
they issue now as many a day, and all, against 
men of worth, character, and property, which, 
besides being highly profitable to us, is also 
much pleasanter, inasmudi as we have to deal 
with people of your rank and gentlemanly man- 

* In Spain the alguaciles commonly carry a sbort switch 
in their handy which on great public occasions is ezphang^ 
for a longer one, 

t An ecclesiastical living, which is neither a curacy nor 
a prebend, but more properly speaking a sinecure. 




ners. So that it must be allowed, there is no 
reason to complain of the times.*" 

** None whatever,^ cried Sandoval ; ^* and 
those men must be great fools, to say no worse, 
who do not identify the individual prosperity of 
your honourable profession with that of the 
country.**' • 

" That they are, Sir,'' cried he, ^' nay, I 
should say they were liberals^ which, as you 
know very well," (winking significantly)^^ is still 
worse; though I, as a^public.man, was obliged 
to lie under the imputation during the short 
life of that accursed Constitution, which reduced 
me to a mere ambulating spectre, as well as my 
fellow alguaciles. I assure you, that of all his 
majesty's subjectsr, none rejoiced more at its 
overthrow than our honourable body.^ 

" I believe it,'' said Sandoval, getting through 
his breakfast as fast as he could; and then 
ri^ng, he added, ^^ but I am now at your 
commands ; and, if you will- lead, I'll follow." 

/* I will," said the alguacil, walking before 
him, but having his eyes, which seemed to 
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turn upon a pivot, fixed on his priaonef, that he 
might not give him the slip. 

A short walk brought the alguacil and his 
charge to the house where his Sencnia the 
Comisionado Begio^ held his sittings. The 
court was crowded with ragamuffins of various 
descriptions — soldiers almost in a state of nudity, 
tnd^widi rusted arms, recUning against the 
walls, and lying about the court— spies cbosoi 
from the lowest dregs of the people, — and algua* 
ciles, with their long switches and looks of im* 
portance, bustling about to convey to their 
superior, either the informatioa obtained, no 
matter how, or to. bring before him the unfor« 
tunate men suspected of Hberalism ; and kstly, 
a low rabble assembled there to plunder and 
assassinate any one pointed out to them by the 
insolent friars c€ all colours and denominations, 
who w^re entertuning them with the most 
vulgar and indecent species of ribaldry. 

As our hero entered the court, the eyes of 
those who happened to be in his line of march 
were immediately turned upon him with asort 
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of savage satisfaction, mingled with strong cii- 
liosity. " Who is he?' was the general 
inquiry. 

" The son of Don Falbricio Sandoval," whis- 
pered the alguacil. 

" In with him,'' shouted the crowd, wav- 
ing their various weapons above their heads. 
*^ Zounds !" exclaimed one of them, " he is a 
prize. We'll have something out of him, or 
the thunderbolt shall crush me P' saying which, 
several ruffians rushed towards him, and laying 
dieir hands on his epaulettes, and on the crosses 
which decorated his breast, tore them away. 
Sandoval graisped the hilt of his sword, but the 
ixiipetuosity of the crowd so overpow^ed him, 
that he was unable to draw it, or to hinder 
his being pushed about by some, and dragged 
on by others to the door of the hall itself, 
where, on being admitted, he found his Sefioria, 
the Comisionado Regio, occupying a chair, 
considerably raised above those of the clerks by 
whom he was surrounded, in front of which 
stood a table, covered with passports, writ's, 
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charges^ and deckratiaDS, decrees, and other 
official documents. His haggard look and 
jaundiced appearance betrayed the debaudi of 
the previoil» night, and added a disgusting de- 
formity to his ah-eady horrific countenance. 

At the moment Sandoval entered the hall, a 
rtBpeetable looking ekieriy man stood in front 
0f the table listening with a cheerful air to the 
accusation preferred i^ainst him by his Senoria, 
who, with a hoarse and mttling voice, more re- 
Mkib&ng the gruntings of swine than the etc- 
emUctu. human being, was saying — ^^The crnne 
ytm. stand accused of will subject you to ten 
years imprisonment in Ceuta, if it be cleady 
proved you have acted wilfully in the ccnsimis- 
mat of it It falls under the late decree of his 
majesty, in which it is expressly fdrbidden to 
laymen to wear underneath their hats the black 
silk cop, that became so fashionable during the 
late disorganising government, and whidi, as 
^ decree itself expresses it, ' was int^ded am 
an encroadiment on the rights of the clergy, 
t)ie said cap having, from time ioAmem^al, 
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'leea made u«e of exclusivdy by the hdy mims. 
era of the church, to cover their sacerdotal 
jericramuniB.' " ; 

" Your Scoria tdces me qi^te by surprise," 
laid the elderly gentleman, " for I assure you I 
ras not aware of the existence of such a lair. I 
lave worn a black cap for these ten years past ; 
lot for the sake of fashion, but because being 
learly bald, I found It a very comfortable sub- 
ititute for the want of a natural covering, par- 
icularly in foggy and damp weather, when I 
im always in the habit of pulling it over my ears 
o keep them warm; for vfaich purpose, I assure 
rour SeSoria, it answers admirably." 

ArtimaBa irowned darkly at this speech.— 
'' By the Irivcdous manner in which you speak,'' 
laid he, " I should not at all be Burpriaed if yon 
vere the first to set to others the pennoout 
mmple of wearing that cap, and as .the authw 
)f such a heinous crime Z know of no punish- 
□eot bad enou^ to expiate it— Take him away 
u prison," added he, addres^g himself to sobm 
ii the armed guards, who were in the tqOB, 
o g 
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^'and let him be shut up in solitary confine- 
ment, till the will of his majesty the king, our 
lord and sovereign, be made known to us." 

The gentleman made an attempt to speak, but 
the guards instantly collared him, and dragged 
him out of the hall. A minute after a savi^ 
shout of approbation from the rabble in the 
court put the seal to this case. 

His SeSoria now called aloud the name of 
another gentleman, who sat in a corner of the 
room, and who advanced at the summons of his 
judge—" I have been informed,'' said his Seno- 
ria, " that yesterday, in going in your carriage 
to the promenade^, you met a clergyman carry- 
ing the sacrament to a sick person, and disre- 
garding the established usages, by which you 
were in duty bound to alight from your carriage, 
and humbly give up your seat to that holy 
minister of God, you continued your way 
without even making him a tender of it. By 
this scandalous conduct, you were guilty of a 
twofold offence, being unmindful not only of a 
religious duty, but of the example set to us, and 
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to the world, by our beloved sovereign, who on 
similar occasions does not disdain to walk on 
foot beside his own carriage, as every true 
christian ought, till the clergyman reaches the 
house where he is going to administer the sacra- 
ment. As this is a crime very much reprobated 
by his majesty, and as instances of it are: but 
too common in our days, I shall condemn you 
to the loss of your carriage and horses, which 
must be sold for the benefit of the church ; but 
being informed that this is your first offence, 
I shall hot compel you to pay any fine in 
money.'*' 

The gentleman said, in his defence, that he 
had not alighted (as it had been his wish) 
because his wife, who was then in the carriage 
' with her babe in her arms, and also another son, 
were in a very precarious state of health, and 
unable to walk far; to which Artimana returned 
the following laconic, but feeling answer — " Sir, 
your duty to^God ought to be paramount not 
only to your child's life, but to your own, and 
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to that of erefj member of your family either 
past, present, or to come.^ 

^ Amen,^ cried a voice in the hall, which was 
followed by a burst of laughter among the 
^lectatoTB ; but which so kindled the passicm of 
his SencMria, that he started up tram his seat, 
and said, his teeth clattering like a pair of 
castanets — *^ In the name of the king, I cod- 
denm to ten years presidio* tb^ insolent person 
who has thus endeavoured to throw a ridicule 
on the pkx)oeedings of this august tribunaL Let 
him now appear before me.'^ 

At these words ^n old woman, most raggedly 
dressed, and holding a rosary in her hands, 8tq>t 
forward, and said, she would apologize for 
having uttered that word aloud during her 
praya's, if it were required for the sake of 
justice; "but," added she, **I suppose there 
will be no necessity for that, when you see xt-^ 
was your own mother who said it, though sdnce 

♦ The galleys. 
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your norainatim to tibe pQ8t4>f Comisioiiado, yoQ 
have behaved to me iasuch a scan^ousiiuameEy 
{treating iuq like sax iAd slipper, and disowmng 
me la public, as if people knew not you were my 
sod) that perhaps jaa may wish to carry your 
flentence into execution.* 

^^ Away with that mad woman," cried Arti- 
l»a&a bursting with passion, ^take her to a 
AQiad-house, and let me see no more of her.^ 

" Ungrateful wretch,'' cried she indignantly, 
^^think'st thou people wSl not hate thee the more 
for repaying all my cares with ingratitude, 
though I am pocn: and aged P Ay, and think 
thee a deeper villain too ? The curse of heav^ 
and of man will fall on thy head for thy wicked 
deeds sooner than thou art aware (dl* 

Artimana'^s face became livid with passion, 
aed he waved hia hand, unable to utter a word'; 
' till his mother was carried away by some of his 
mimons, when he sunk into his chidr^ and with 
a sort of groan, called for the nest ease, which 
was still more sstraordinary than dther of the 
two preceding. 
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A young . man, who had just arrived from 
England, had brought away, among other books, 
the Elegant Extracts, the title-page oi 
which runs thus : — ** Elegant Extracts, se- 
lected for the tmprovement of YOUNG per- 
eoneJ" On his arrival at Irun, on the Spanish 
frontier, the priest, commissioned by the Inqui- 
sition to examine the books that are imported 
from foreign countries, in comparing the title- 
page of the works belonging to the travellers, 
with the names of .those comprised in the index 
expurgcUofitts furnished him by . the holy tri^ 
bunal, found the one above-mentioned, .and 
threw it aside to be burnt, because, as he said, 
^' those were the damnable writings of the here- 
tical and sacrilegious Youngs whose name was 
marked down on his list."^^ In vain did the 
youth endeavour to prove that those volumes 
which he condemned as ^ the productions of 
Young were only extracts, or a selection of 
useful matter from different authors, for the 
improvement o{ young persotfs ; the priest, with 
that characteristic pertinacity which belongs to 
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ignorance, insisted that the title-page said 
Y0JJN6, and that that was enough for him 
to have the books burnt, which was accordingly 
done. The youth, however, could not help 
smiling at the gross ignorance displayed by the 
priest, and even ventured to compare the justice 
of the auto-da-fe made of his hannless books, 
to those performed in former days by Father 
Torrequemada, and his fellow champions of the 
Faith, on their innocent victims. This sally 
did not pass unnoticed or unforgiven'by that 
learned priest, who immediately wrote to the 
Comisionado Regio of Logroiio, the place to 
which the young man was proceeding, request- 
ing his Senoria' to question him xlosely, as he 
suspected he bad been smuggling into Spain 
heretical works from England. In fact, on his 
arrival at his native city, he was arrested and 
examined ; but declared he had brought only 
those which had been burnt, and a few more 
that did not come within the pale of the sacred 
index. . The Comisionado, however, not being 
satisfied with this declaration, had sent him to 

8 
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piisoDy from vhidi he was .now brou^t to the 
court, to undergo another examination. 

ArtimaiSay whose mind, though callous to the 
▼oice of conscience, was extremely alive to the 
ridicule of the world, which he oonceiTed Ms 
mother's exposure was greatly calculated to 
raise, sat immovable in his chair, with one hand 
on the tabk firmly closed, and the oth^r thrust 
into his waistcoat, darkly glancing about the 
room, to discover if an impression of memment 
wps any where visible. 

*^ Well r said he, with a salvage look, as the 
young man above mentioned came before him, 
*^ do you stijl persist in denying the well known 
fact of having introduced into this county 
English works, containing most .pemicious doc- 
trines on religion and government?" 

" As long as such a fact remains unpnoved,** 
replied the youth fearlessly, ** I mu^t persist in 
doing so. This I declared during my former 
examination, and shall continiue to declare while 
the fear of ofiending my Creator holds a place 
in my heart." 
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^1 thought,'' said his Seioria, ^"^ that a 
week's imprisotim^nt would have sufficed to 
make you confess the truth ; but I see you have 
visited the country of the heretics to some pur- 
pose, you have at all events acquired their im- 
pious obduracy of character in denying truths 
as palpable as the gospels. But we shall see if 
your acquirements can withstand other proofs, 
— approach.'' 

The young man obeyed, and Artimana drew^ 
from the table-drawer near him a thumb-screwy 
of which there were several of different sizes, 
and into which he put the yoioig man's tbumb&* 
The savage complacency with which he screwed 
them up, shewed that he was now in his ele- 

• Rufino Gonzalez, whom Ferdinand nominated Minis- 
ter of Police, after his retam to Madrid from Cadiz, and 
whose barbarous decrees are the opprobrium of the age in 
which we live, was at the epoch alluded to in the text, $t: 

Comisionado Regio at Pamplona, and made use of the 
thumb screws above 4e8Cfibed, as did also several of his 
colleagues in other cities. For this fact, many gentlemen ^ 
at present in this country, among whom the author himself 
is one, can vouch, having been eye-witnesses of these 
barbarities. 
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fnent. At every turn of the screw, the cr^k*- 
ing of the bones became louder, and the blood 
gushed out at the tops of the thumbs in greater 
quantity ; and as they splintered into pieces 
one after another, the very marrow flew from 
them, and besmeared the tormentor himself. 
Still he proceeded, and watched the eyes atid 
countenance of tha youth with tha^t kind of ^ de- 
light that an anatomist, who is trying an experi- 
ment, feeb at the discovery of some important 
truth, or rather it was the gratification of the 
tiger when he holds fast in his claws his expir- 
ing victim, and sees his last agonies. At 'the 
excruciating pain, the unhaj^y youth^s eyes 
filled with tears, but not a groan nor a sigh 
escaped his lips. Firm in his resolution . to 
breathe his last, rather than utter a falsehood to 
save himself, every time Artimana interrogated 
him, he repeated his first assertion with that 
undaunted courage peculiar to innocence, till at 
last his tormentpr, having satiated his cruelty, 
gave up this mode of interrogatory, but sent 
his victim with an escort to the Inquisition, 
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^here, he said, he had no doubt his obduracy 
would be conquered. 

Sandoval, who had felt the utmost astonish- 
ment at the: two first cases, which he thought 
nothing could equal in absurdity and caprice, 
hardly knew how to contain his indignation at 
the wanton barbarity of the third. He looked 
around him to observe if there were no others 
in the room, who sympathizing with him, would 
rush forward to snatch the prey from the mon- 
ster's hands ; but instead of compassion, he saw 
terror depicted in the countenances of some, 
and satisfaction in those of others, while his 
own motions were watched by a great num- 
ber in a manner, that would have rendered his 
interference useless to the youth, and fatal to 
himself. Compelled, therefore, to remain in his 
place, he waited impatiently until his name 
should be called, which was done as soon as 
the young man was removed from the hall, 
when he advanced before his judge with an air 
of bold defiance. 

His lofty and manly gait, and the quick 
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peoefcratiDg glance of Us eyes, seCTaed to thnnr 
around him a sort of spell, which kept the 
vpectatars fareatbless and immovable^ and seemed 
to make ArtimaBa shrink into his chair, im^ 
preaaed with an irresistible feelisg of awe, as if 
eonscious of the presence of a superior being. 
Having remained some instants looking fixedly 
tH his. judge, Sandoval broke the deep silence 
which reigned in the hali> and demanded in a 
oqasmandu^ voice to know for what purpose 
he had been desired to present himself there. 

** I think .... there is 'a mistake . . .**' 
muttered the Comisionado hesitatingly, rum- 
maging some of the papers that lay <ui the table, 
and now and then easting fearful looks towards 
a door in the hall, ^at stood ajar. — *^ I can find 
no charge against you .... you are acquitted,^^ 
added he still in a trembling voice. 

Sandoval smiled scornfully on him, and without 
a word more, walked out of the office with a 
firm step, casting a contemptuous look on the 
awe-struck multitude, who followed him with 
their eyes, as if it had been an apparition, glid- 
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iBg through the hall. la the oourt, the whisper^ 
^^heis dismissed," ran from mouth to mouth, 
and, as he approached, the assembled rabUe fell 
back to afford him a passage, though they kept 
a sullen silence, and frowned darkly, as if dis- 
pleased at such. a deciskxi. Roque, who had 
followed bis master to the office, stalked alter 
him as erect as a stork, casting triutnphsoit 
Jooks around him, and n^i^ttertng to himself*-^ 
" The villain could not bear my master's look. 
It was one of his manly ones, though, wluch 
few could withstand, and which would have 
made all these ragamuffins take to their heels, and 
conceal themselves in the darkest comer of their 
hovels, as effectually as the sign of the cross 
does the devil.'' 

" Roque,'' said his master, when they were 
at some distance from the police office, ^^ I will 
walk on to the road of Pamplona, and in half 
an hour's time I shall expect you to meet me 
with the horses beyond the city bridge ; for I 
suspect I i^ll not be permitted to quit the town 
on horseback without some kind of passport. 
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which I have no time to procure, and which 
probably I could not obtmn.*^ Saying this he 
left him, and proceeded with hasty steps towards 
the appointed place, as anxious now to quit his 
native town, as he had been to reach it two days 
before, the disappointments which had crowded 
upon him during that sliort period bdng such 
as to justify the sentiment of disgust, which 
he now felt for everything that siurounded 
him. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



Grief may to grief In endless round sacceedf 
And nature sa£fer when our children bleed ; 
Yet still superior must that hero prove. 
Whose first, best passion is his country's love. 

^ W. Wbitshicad. 



In his way through the town to the place of 
rendezvous, he could not resist -the temptation 
of passing before the house of Don Antonio. 
Lanza, not indeed with the intention of cross- 
ing its threshold, but for the melancholy plear- 
sure of gazing for the last time on the walls 
that contained the being he still found it so 
difficult to forget ; and whom^ nevertheless, he 
imagined he now hated. That he should have 
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sought of his own accord this way of increasing 
his torments and despair, maj appear strange ; 
but it is not at all singular. It is only what we 
every day ^behold in almost every human occur- 
rence. The man who has just escaped ship- 
wreck turns himself when on the beach, towards 
the furious element, on which the planks are 
scattered that once formed the vessel to which 
his all was entrusted. He whom the devouring 
flames have driven from his house, returns, the 
instant his first alarm is over, to contemplate 
the ravages they have committed, and see the 
last wall crumble and fall to the ground. The 
mother who has lost her darling child, finds a 
solace in kneeling and weeping beside die grave 
that encloses its mouldering bones. And the 
unhappy exile, who wanders friendless and un- 
heeded in a foreign land, feels a pleasure ip 
tuning his sight towards those hills behind 
which lies his native home, and recalling, during 
his sleepless nights, the pleasures and comforts 
he has once known, and now lost, perhaps for 
ever. Even so it is with the disappointed lover ; 
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—to seek and frequent those spots where once 
he has "breathed the sigh, and vowed the vow,' 
— to weep where he has been wont to enjoy 
the delights of a pure affection — to listen to the 
vcnce of the being who can no longer be his, are 
the impulses of every heart that feels deeply, 
and cannot forget what appears to him at the 
moment an irreparable loss« 

Thus when Sandoval had gratified this last 
wish, he hastened away to the appointed place ; 
where he found Roque waiting for him with 
some impatience. The better to escape the 
suspicions of the centmel on the bridge, and 
look more like a common peasant, he had as* 
sumed the montera* of the country and put on 
his large brown cloak, under which he concealed 
his military dress. He had also had the precau- 
tion to place on his master's horse the portman- 
teaus m the manner of bales, and throw the 
usual matting over them, that he might not 

** A cap in the shape of a cone^ worn by the peasantB of 
tIagX province. ' 
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attract attention. Sandoval after bestowing on 
hinl the praises due to his ingenuity, and assist- 
ing him in unloading and saddling his horse, and 
arranging their equipage in the most portable 
manner, mounted and proceeded on his journey. 
For the first two leagues, they *kept travelling 
OD the fertile borders of the Ebro, which pre^ 
sent many rich and varied prospects. But on 
leaving that river on their right and follow- 
ing the track leading to the mountains, the 
scenery becomes more wild and imposing, and 
as the travellers penetrated deeper into those 
solitudes, it grew still more awful and majestic. 
Yet, however delightful it may be to travel 
through a country^ where gigantic cliffs and 
abrupt rocks lift themselves so as to over-hang 
a number of . narrow winding ravines, rushing 
torrents, and wild cascades, we- doubt whether 
it would afford our readers an equal pleasure 
were we to describe tiiinutely those objects as 
they appeared to Sandoval, who, though a 
great lover of nature in all heir luxuriant wildness 
of mountain scenery, considered them now more 
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in the light of impediments to his progress than 
as objects worthy of his or any other person's 
admiration. Hence he travelled as fast as the 
nature of the country, permitted, his mind 
noyr bent on the subject upon which he was 
about to enter, and now wandering to her whose 
charms still flitted before his imagination,. and 
whose form he thought he could see emerging 
from every cloud that rose above the cliffs. But 
with all his speed, it was not till the day after 
his departure from Logrono, and on his reach- 
ing Puente de^la Reyna, a town four leagues 
distant from Pamplona, situated on the banks 
of the river Arga, which fertilizes one of the best 
cultivated and most beautiful districts in Spain, 
that he met with some of the friends he sought. 
From some of the soldiers with whom our 
travellers spoke in the outskirts of the town, 
they ascertained that the troops in garrison 
there belonged to Mina'^s division, and consisted 
of the First Regiment, commanded by the va- 
liant Colonel. Gorri?, to whose house Sandoval 
immediately repaired, with the intention of dis- 
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Gorriz, wko wjK ooe cf the Cnr boam 
cf Mine, and whose ▼«loiir and liddity 
been weS tried during that period^ vhei 
listues wetB ol Tital importanee to his dac^ 
was, at the momeiit our hero entend his home, 
in dose oomretsadon with several of the oSoers 
of the regiment; but on seeing SandoYal ap- 
pear, and request a word in priyale^ he rose to 
reoore him, and led him to an inner room, 
where he requested him to wait a few instants, 
while he gave some indiqwnsaUe otdcrs to his 
officers. Having done so, Ck>nJz IB-entered the 
apartment where Sandoval was waiting and re> 
quested to know his pleasure. *' I am just 
arrived from I ^ogroao,^ replied Sandoval, ^ and 
^ should be glad to know where I can &id joor 
Geocndr 

^ I eannot ezaetl j say where you would find 
Urn at prwsent,^ said Gorris, <^ but can I do 
your business lor you ? I shall either send to 
him, or see him myself to-nigfat." 
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*' My business,^' said Sandoral^ ^^ cannot be 
done through a third person ; but as I kmnr 
the intimacy which exists between you and him, 
and as, moreover, your patriotic sentiments aore 
^^so well known to me, I will not hesitate in 
cUsclosing to you the object of my visit to tbe 
General. It is simply this:— I have positive 
information that he is on the point of raising 
the standard of liberty in our unhappy country, 
and re-asserting the sovereignty of the people, 
and as I am bound by my oath to support such 
principles, I come to offer him my services, and 
abed my blood for the sacred cause he thus 
herokally espouses, if I may be thought worthy 
of participatttfg in his glorious enterprize.V 

Gorriz gazed on SandovaPs countenance 
with a look of surprise, mix^ with intense in- 
terest, and after a few minutes siJence sald^— 
<< You may be sincere in what you say. Sir, 
but I am surprised you shoidd be bold enough 
to make such a declaration to one who is m 
otter stranger to you.^ 

" I care not who knows it,'' returned San* 
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dovlJ. ** To live under the despot who rules 
over us, is worse to me than death itself ; and 
that, too, shall be welcome if the hour has 
arrived, though I would fain not die without a 
struggle. I, however, should not have spoken 
thus openly to you, were I not convinced you 
feel as a true patriot and a Spaniard." 

Gorriz still paused before he spoke, and then 
enquired his name. 

" Calisto Sandoval,'' was the reply. 

" Calisto Sandoval,'' repeated the Colonel; 
slowly smoothing his forehead with his hand, 
and looking down thoughtfully — " I have heard 

that name true^^you are SiUidoval the 

artillery Captain, the friend of General Cien- 
fu^os, of the Third Army." 

" The same," sfdd our hero. 

" Why, now I remember having seen you 
while you remained at Pamplona, in your way 
to the interior. How is it thai you left the 
army?" 

" Because I have sworn in my heart to bear 
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no amui «gain«t an J but dcisfyoto add tyraol%* 
replied SandovaL 

^' So tbes, you axe fitili true to those seoti- 
menta I heard you deliver with mmiy boldness 
when I once dined with your Genmal;, aacL 
you purpose living in them?^ enquired agfun 
Grorriz* 

<< And dying too^ if > it be required/^ an- 
swered SaotdovaL ^^ Such ait least is the motive 
that urges me to go in quest of your heroic 
General, who I know must feel and resent the 
treatment we receive at Ferdinand's hands, for 
thesacnfices and toils we ha;7e undergone for him.^ 

<^ Indeed,^ said Grorriz, throwing, away all 
reserve, ^^ you may well say sa Here in this 
province, where we lavished torrents of our 
blood, and where our valiant chief led w> 
through such extraordinary perils, to drive the 
enemy from our land, and restore Ferdinand to 
the throne ; do we see Espeleta, a man known- 
only by his cowardice and inutility, invested 
with the vice-royalty, and daiii^ pubU<% to 

. VOL. I. P 
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declare that he will have Mina tried for the just 
punishments he inflicted during the war on 
those traitors who would have delivered him to 
the enem J tied hand and foot. Mina tried ! 
wl^pse immortal deeds caused him to be hailed 
wherever he went as the avenger and saviour of 
our native mountains, and who might (had he 
but wished it) have declared himself the king, 
Und defied the whole power of the ruling despot, 
as he had just done that of a more powerful 
enemy ! — and it is this Espeleta who threatens to 
try him ! — Is this to be borne ? — No, no, it 
shall not be,*^ added he, pacing the room in 
hurried manner, '^ this night, yes, this night, 
shall our banner wave on the city ramparts, and 
to-morrow a purer sun shall gild the horizon of 
Spaing and cheer the patriots heart.*" 

** Then,*' cried Sandoval, enraptured at the last 
words that had escaped Gorriz, ^^ I am still in 
time to aid in raisings the banner of liberty ? — 
thank God !'' 

" What did I sny, then ?" asked Gorriz, starts 
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ing back, and with anxious looks. *^ Did I betray 
the secret ? Did I say any thing about to-night ?' * 

" You have confided, not betrayed a secret," 
answered Sandoval, ^^and if it were entrusted to 
you as such, it shall not pass my lips. — Make your 
ifiind easy, ColoneV added he, seeing that Gorriz 
was disturbed, ^^you have nothing to fear. In my 
bosom it lies ^concealed as sacredly as in your 
own." 

** 'Tis not that I fear your betraying it," said 
the Colonel, '^ I know it is as sacred with you as 
with myself; but it is the first in my Ufe that has 
escaped me, and I ought to have been on my 
guard. You are the only oQ/e who knows it, and 
I would T could recal it even at the expence of my 
life ; — ^but since it cannot be, let it be buried in 
your bosom. And now, farewell, and be pre- 
pared to march with us to-night at eight o*clock.'^ 

The pleasure felt by Sandoval on leaving 
Gorriz's quarters, can only be conceived by those 
who, having once engaged in perilous undertak- 
ings, aore on the point of striking the blow which is 

to secure to them what they have been vainly en- 
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devouring to obtain through years of toil and 
stiife. His countenance, limbs, motions, all ex* 
hibited the degree of excitement he felt on this 
joyful occasion. Unconsdous that he was in the 
public streets, he ran rather than walked, hopped, 
l^ped about, 9sad rubbed his hands in such a 
s^ange manner, that he might easily have been 
taken for some harmless itiadman, who had given 
the slip to his keepers, and was enjoying his new 
liberty. How long he would have rambled about 
a^ this pace it is impossible to say, had he not 
happened to run into the barracks, where Gorriz^s 
r^^ent was quartered. In looking around,, he 
was surprised to see that most of the scJdiers he 
met appeared dejected or discontented, some even 
frowned sidkily at the officers who passed by. — 
^^ Zounds !\* said one, who had been just repri- 
manded by an officer for the boisterous insolence 
of his language, ^^^ve me what you have been 
promising every day for these eight months, and 
youil get rid of my grumbling. Ween* 
gfiged to serve during the war only, and our 
licences ought not to have been withheld from us 
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an instant after it terminated. Instead of that, 
here we are quartered amidst filth and vermin, 
and kept, as it were, to be gradually starved, till 
we become as dry as cod-fish/* 

In feet the barracks presented the very picture 
of misery and desolation. Windows unglazed, 
dormitories without any partitions, and with only 
a few planks raised a few indies from the floor, 
cm which some rotten straw, intended format- 
trasses, and emitting an otfen^ve smell, was 
strewed here and there, tfxeir whole covering coiw 
sisting of a blanket, the colour of which it was im- 
possible to ascertain. The 'floors, matted with 
dofit and filth, created every species of vermin ; 
and the bare walls, the holes and chinks of which 
were the receptacles of disgusting reptiles, pre- 
sented on all sides frightful faces, monsters of 
evesry ^esenptio^, and revolting obscenities drawn 
by their predecessors, the Frendi, wilji the black 
jnnoke of the torches with which that wretched 
abode was lighted at night. On the other hand, 
the dress of the soldiers corresponded in every 
respect with their dwelling, IJieir regimentals ex* 
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hibiting patches of various colours, or stiches as 
long as bears^ teeth, and the shoes, of those who 
had any, holes through which the toes peeped 
out in despite of the patches which had been care- 
fully sown to cover them. As to rations and pay, 
they had been gradually retrenched, until the 
soldiers considered themselves very fortunate if 
they received their half pound of bread, some 
lentils or beans, and five quartos* a day. 

It was not to be wondered at, then, if these 
poor wretches, who had so much contributed to 
the triumph of Spanish independence, and who 
were now so infamously treated, showed symp- 
toms of insubordi nation and dissatisfaction, espe- 
cially against their officers, whom they were taught 
by Mina'^s enemies to consider as the principal per- 
sons through whose agency they had been brought 
to that state of misery. — "While your General 
and your officers were in want of you,'^ said the in- 
sidious enemies,. ** you were abundantly provided 
with everything you wanted ; but now,, when 
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your services are no longer needed, you see how 
you are treated. And yet they keep from you 
the licences which they had promised to^veyou 
on the termination of the war ; but they do so to 
have soldiers over whom they may coqtinue to 
exercise the tyrannical authority to which they 
are accustomed.^' 

The fact was, that Mina's admirable system 
of administration, by which, during the war, his 
soldiers enjoyed. such excellent rations and good 
pay, had been discontinued by the ruling faction 
during the General'^s visit to Madrid ; and all the 
remonstrances of the other chiefs to obtain redress 
had been unavailing. But those calumnies were 
circulated with the meditated object of rendering 
Mina and his officers unpopular with their 
soldiers. Afraid that the violence and t3rranny 
of their faction would rouse the indignation of that 
upright chief, they thought, that the best way to 
render his efforts nugatory was to demoralize his 
troops, and deaden that influence which he had 
so usefully exerted, during the late struggle, 
over the minds of his soldiers, and which forms 
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the bnis of all militaiy subordiBsfeioD. In order 
to cffect.tkiBy thej did not ronfine themaelTes to 
mere oakmrnes; but eidiorted the soldiers ta 
desert, using erery argument is their {jowor to 
ctHHTinoe them that it was a doty ^xy owed to 
thearselTes laid their familiea; and when these 
arguments fdled, they resorted to prrmtknis a&d 
digbts, which cottldnotiiultonuikeaaimpiesBion 
<m nien) whu had keen accustomed to be re- 
ceived midi open arms, and loofced upon as 
Itetoes and liberators wherever they arnved. 
Heaee desertion, which before was hsardly known^ 
t)6oanie now very common, some urged by the 
feaaons jwt stated, and others yielding to the na* 
|Mito<l entreaties of their faasiiies ; so that, as a 
eonndmUe number of tiie division was com- 
posed .of 'Volunteers from die neighbouring pfo^ 
^4nces, who bad engaged to serve o^y while the 
war lasted, ft was at ^ epodi here nlluded to 
eeniidetiibly dirami A^id) and those who remained 
Ink, hadcMit, as we littve already obsensed, gieat 
ftmm to ht MastM iift4th the tneatment they 
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Such was the dcplo^le state q{ things 
among Mina^s division on his retinm from Madrid 
to Navarre. Tosomeitwiliatipeareztittordiiiary 
that, under such direiimstances, he should have 
thought of nudging the bold attempt of raking 
the standard of liberty ; but berades diatitwas 
impossible for him ever to imagine that the de^ 
moralizadon ot his soldiers had reached to s^oh 
a height, though he had been pimctually informed 
of some of the principal oceunrences, if the at^ 
tempt was to be made at all, was he to wait till 
he had not a manleft, or till all obedience was at 
an end ? Impressed from the moment he left the 
slavish court of the ungmteful Ferdinand, that 
there was not an instant to be lost in dema!nding 
the fulfilment of the decree of the 4th of May, 
in which a xoyal promise had been given to con«-' 
voke ^he Cortes, as the andent Constitution of the 
realm prescribed, he thou^t the moment of his: 
return to the division the best for oanying inHo^ 
effect the ^pLeai he had conceived, and ensuring the 
sucoessof his just demands, trusting still to find 
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the remidnder of his fellow soldiers alive to 
honour and patriotssm. 

Weretumnow to Sandoval. After various con- 
versations which he held with some of the soldiers^ 
from which he augured nothing very favourable 
to the success of the great enterprise they were 
about to undertake, and which considerably damp- 
ed the enthusiasm to which a moment before he 
had so extravagantly abandoned himself, he went 
to the inn where his servant Roque had taken the 
horses, with the intention of recruiting all his 
forces, that he might be able to go through the 
fatigues of the nigbt with the resolution that 
a strong mind derives from an increase of physical 
vigour. Having performed this duty as became 
his youth and appetite, he proceeded to GorrizV 
quarters, where he found him seated at table 
with some of his officers, and on the point of 
finishing thdr repast. Soon after, the Colonel 
and Sandoval were left alone, the officers having 
the necessary preparations to make for the march ; 
irhen they entered into a confidential conversalipa 
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on the approaching events, in which, however, 
both seemed afraid of touching on the discontent 
prevalent among the troops. They, nevertheless, 
drank together to the success of the glorious en- 
terprise, with the enthusiastic fervour peculiar to 
each, and contented themselves with looking on 
ihe bright side of the picture. 
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CHAP. XIV. 



— Though perlln did abound 



As thick as thought cuuld make 'em, and appear 
In forms more horrid ; yet my duty 
As doth a rock against the chiding flood. 
Should the approach of this wild river break. 
And stand unshaken yours. 

SHA&SPBAaB. 



At six o'clock precisely Gorriz^'s regiment was 
formed in th^ square. It did not present a 
splendid show of finely arrayed warriors; but 
there were no faint hearts among them ; for their 
General never kept any individual in his division 
who in the hoiur of danger betrayed the least 
dgns of fear, and all hb men had passed the 
ordeal of his steady and penetrating eye. On 
this occasion, however, their hard features were 
overcast with an air of sullenness and discontent 
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that foreboded no good* They asked each other 
m loir whispeiB irhither their chief intended 

* 

marching them ; there were eroi some who pint 
the quecrtiob to their offioent; but as none fcnew^ 
flior curionty remained un^ratified, which did 
not fail to add ooniid^faUy to thdor prenoitsdia* 
aatififaction. At last thoorder to march b^ng 
gi^en, they left Puente dela Rejna through the 
Pamplona gate. On the road to tUs city they 
oontimied for about sta hour; but Oorri^^ who 
had received orders from Mina to take erery 
precaution that prudence eoold stfg^st todw 
guise their undertaking, and defSsat evea the i^ 
motest conjecture of the soldiers, iedthemthroogh 
circuitous paths, some miled away from ihe beaten 
road, always refusing to give any explanatkA to 
the officers who demanded it. This n^sfterious 
conduct raised their suspicions, which encreased 
eonsiderably when they saw that a company, who 
had received coders to mardi to an^fabotHii^ 
vfllage, returned to join the regiment loaded wilii 
ladders^ which they had found thereieady for 
them. As their march lengthened, (he Toad they 
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followed, though still circuitous, was gradually 
becoming more direct to Pamplona. The officers 
now began to murmur loudly about the intended 
operaHons, and the soldiers marched reluctantly 
oil, both parties being convinced that an assault 
on the city was meditated, and speculating oa 
the object of such an attempt The soldiers, 
anxious to ascertain it, enquired of the Serjeants, 
and the latter of the officers, who on their side 
put the question to th^ Colonel ; he, however, 
answered them by assurances that he knew 
nothing more of the matter, than that he had 
received in the morning an official order from 
the General, directing him to repair to head- 
quarters by the road they were now following. 

Such an explanation did not satisfy either the 
officers or the men, who, whether through 
fatigue, for it was now almost midnight, and they 

had marched over many leagues of territory, or 
through reluctance to commence a friesh struggle, 
began to slacken their march, break the line of 
formation, and by degrees to lag behind and de- 
sert. The clamour of the men, as they approach- 
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ed Pamplona, and the visible desertion that had 
taken place among them, obliged the officers to 
demand from the Colonel, in a more peremptory 
manner, satisfactory explanations respecting the 
meditated attempt. Gorriz, who saw that the 
soldiery were almost in a state of mutiny, caused 
them to holt, and complying with the wishes of 
the officers, withdrew aside to hold a conference 
on the subject. He again protested he knew 
nothing of the nature or object of the attempt ; 
but that at about a quarter of a league from 
Pamplona, he was to receive the necessary in- 
structions to act, and would also give them the 
information they wanted ; and that should it. not 
be sufficiently satisfactory, they might then send 
to the General himself, who by that time^would be 
near the citadel. The officers said, that to ensure 
the co-operation of their men, and giun their con- 
fidence, some explanation less ambiguous ought to 
be given them on the spot, and that they them-, 
selves must have a more defined notion of this 
mysterious undertaking before they marched a 
step farther Gorriz exerted himself to the 
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ilttiKxt, to petmade them to march at least a 
quarter of a league towards Pamplona; but 
unaUe to prevail on them, he resolved to send 
Sandoval and another officer to the jdaoe where 
the General was likely to be found, to inform 
him of the state of things in the re^ment he 
commanded. 

Sandoval and his companion rode as fast as 
the darkness of the night permitted, and in little 
more than twenty minutes they reached the foot 
of the citadel. As they walked thdr horses slow- 
ly round the ramparts, which were completely 
enveloped in darkness, they heard, amidst 
the deep nlence which prevailed around, 
some whispers, and lowmurmu^ in one of the 
moats. They approached, and by the footsteps, 
rustling of arms, and other noises, they inferred 
that it must be there that the General would be 
foimd. Having alighted and secured their 
horses, ihey descend^ into the moat, and found 
Mina, with various officers of the staff, some 
lancers, and some infantry soldiers, preparing 
the ladders for the assault of the citadeL 



^ 



The two emissaries c«tlled the Genetd Aside, 
and after the first greetings with Sandovtal, and 
a hearty welcx>me, he listened to his stat^iaent 
of thfe occurrences ia Grorriz's regim^t with 
looks in which surprise was blended witji indigo 
tiation— ** How T he exdiaimed, " are things 
come to this crisis!-— and doeS the first regiment, 
in which I placed my greatest trust, r^sc 
to obey my orders ? — It is imposedblei — I cannot 
ijelieve it — it cannot be." 

** Unfortunately it is but too true, Greneral,^ 
sdd Sandoval^s companion. 

** Then," cried he indignantly — " it shall not 
be,^ and walking rapidly out of the moat to a 
short distance, where he had a horse ready 
sackUed, he mounted it, and accompanied by 
our two emissaries galloped on towards the 
place where the re^ment halted. Aware that 
he had not a moment to lose, if he wished to 
prevent the failure of the enterprise, and un- 
willing to abandon it altogether while there was 
the remotest hdpe of success, he was resolved to 
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make every exertion to bring the soldiers back 
to their duty. 

On arriving near the place where the troops 
were, he stopped his horse, and sent forward the 
officer who accompanied him, to request his 
brother officers to come and confer with him, 
without being overheard by the soldiery. Mean- 
time he. alighted and walked to and fro, holding 
his horse by the bridle, till they all arrived, with 
Gorriz at their head. — *^ Gentlemen,^' said he, 
when he saw himself surrounded by them all, 
" what do you want to know from me? Can you 
no longer trust your chief? — and must he now 
take no step without first disclosing its object to 
every man of his division.'^ — How often have I 
betrayed you, that you should do me the injus^ 
tice to suspect that I could undertake anything 
that was not to your honor and advantage?^ 

"General,'^ said one of the officers, "allow 
me to assure you in the name of my brother 
officers, that our con6dence in the measures you 
may meditate is at the present moment as firm 
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as it was formerly. We believe that they can 
only be for the honour and interest, both of our- 
selves and the nation; but the perverted spirit 
of the soldiery demands some explanation, which 
by giving them an insight into the subject, 
should, at the same time convince them that 
their condition would be ameliorated by the 
project in execution/' 

" My friends,** said the General, " every one 
of you is acquainted with Ferdinand's conduct 
towards all those who have laboured for his 
restoration, towards yourselves, and towards the 
nation. From the observations which I had an 
opportunity of making during my residence at 
Madrid, I infer, that we have nothing to expect 
from him but contempt, misery, and degra- 
dation. This being the case, I have resolved 
to seize on Pamplona, hoist the banners of hberty 
on its turrets, call around them the friends of a 
rational government, and compel if'erdinand to 
show his gratitude to the nation, by giving back 
the institutions which he has so treacherously 
overthrown, or at least by fulfilling the promise 
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he gave us in the decree of the fourth of May, 
of convokiiig the Cortes in tihe manner of our 
forefathers. These are my intentions, and I 
appeal to you if I am wrong in demanding this 
reward for our services/* 

The officers unanimously applauded those 
resolutions, and declared themselves ready to 
assist in such a glorious enterprise. Some of them, 
however, wished to know if there were any pro- 
bability of success, to which Mina replied, that 
he could offer the firmest assurances of it— 
** The entrance in the city,* added he, ** pre- 
sents no risk whatever; for those points through 
which we shall penetrate are occupied by one 
of those regiments who are in the secret of oin* 
plans. As for the other troops who are in the 
town, they must yield either willin^y or per- 
force, as also those troops belonging to the 
fourth army, who are stationed in various places 
of this aSMl the neighbouring provinces; though 
f have good reasons for saying that their chiefs 
will not stir the length of a pike to oppose our 
plans, nay, I iim assured of their co^pentdon.^ 
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After variauft othqr espk&ations,^ all tending 
to shew that the meditated attempt wa« not the 
result of the single effi»rt of an individual, mM** 
that of rashness axMl de^^Nuir, it wais agi>eed by 
all that the plan should proceed. The General, 
then, to show the satkfacticai he felt at tbia 
(fedsion, shook every officer successively by the. 
hand with enthusiai^ic warmth, and afterwards 
gave them orders to place themselves at the 
head of their vmscu They all immediately 
occupied their respective posts, drawn up in line 
of battle ; and Mina, placing hhnself in front of 
the troops, addressed them in a short but ener- 
getic speech, in which he recalled to than their 
past deeds, the confidence they had always, 
reposed in him, and their obedience to his 
orders, the honour the}' would now confer on 
themselves and the nation by their devotedneas 
to the sacred cause of their country, and t^ 
brilliant prospects that awaited them on the 
termination of the glorious enterprise ia which, 
they wer^ about to be engaged. 

During this short discourse the deepest sil^ice 



h 



S34 SANDOVAL ; OB, 

reigned among Uie Boldierg ; but no one doubted 
k would be followed by enUiusiiisttc cheers and 
repeated vivas. But what was the surprise, 
vexation, and disappointmrat of the General 
and his officers, when, instead of shouts, there was 
not even a whisper to be heard. Mute, and 
. fixed to the spot, the soldiers appeared to have 
suddenly lost the power of speech or of action. 
Mina, accustomed as he had been to recrave tlie 
cheers of his soldiers whenever he addressed 
them, presaged from this sullen dlence the most 
fatiu results ; but as it was necessary to make a 
virtue of necessity, he gave the word of command 
to march by companies. The grenadiers, com- 
manded by Juanito (who has of late years shown 
so much zeal against the Constitutional party in 
the same province) were the 6rst to carry arms 
and march forward ; but when the Captun of 
the first company gave the word of command to 
his men, a tremendous shout was suddenly heard, 
as simultaneously uttered as if it had proceeded 
frpm one gigantic throat — *• Halt," was the cry, 
" not a soul stirs from hence, — give us our 
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licences — the war is now over — we go to our 
homes only— expect no more obedience from 
us." 

Amidst these and other deafening cries, those 
of the officers, who, mad with rage, endeavoured 
by oaths and threats to bring the soldiers back 
to their duty, were not even heard. One deep 
shout was immediately followed by another 
deeper still, and oaths and imprecations were 
fulminated from the mouths of all. Amidst 
this horrid confusion, the intrepid Mina rushed 
towards the soldiers, eager to quell the mutiny, 
and, fired with rage and despair, thundered out 
his words above those drowning cries^ and for a 
moment silenced the uproar; but it was for a 
moment only ; for no sooner his mighty voice 
was heard alone, than the soldiery, as if 
ashamed to have been borne down by a single 
tongue, ag^n burst out— "Away, General, 
away, or you are a dead man.'' — " Fire,*' cried 
a voice among them, and an irregular discharge 
suddenly commenced. The confusion and. dis- 
order that ensued are indescribable. The 
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officers, anxious to prevent bloodshed, rushed 
towards their soldiers; but amidst the obscurit]^ 
of the night their swords clashed against the 
bent bayonets, as they approached them, and in 
retracing th^ steps they stumbled upon each 
other, and fell, fiiequently in no small danger of 
being run through by their own weapons, while 
the fearless G^ieral stood firmly in front of 
the troops exposed to the volleys of musquetry 
that resounded from, time to time, imploring 
them to be pacified, and say what they wanted* 
After more than ten minutes the mutiny 
gradually subsided, and to the repeated ques- 
tions of Miua, the soldiers answered, that they 
must return to Puente de la Reyna and have 
their licences granted.— " Return,'' said he, 
** and there you shall obtain them ; but you will 
one day repent having this night shut your ears 
against the voice of your chief Saying this 
he gave the orders which the circumstances 
permitted, for the return of the troops to Puente 
de la Reyna with something like order; but 
amidst the murmur and noise of the soldiers, the 
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voices of the chiefs wene not heard, and every 
one took the road that best suited him ; soine 
indeed seized; that oppoatanity to return to d)eir 
homes» armed and ready equipped, whilst those 
officers, who had laet most resistance from their 
men, were obliged to gb back to their quarters 
through bye^ays, ih order to avoid the outrages 
to which they werd stm exposed. 

Meanwhile Mina^ acciompanied by Gorrisi, 
Sandoval, and some other officers, returned at 
full gallop to the place where he had b^en 
Aiaking preparations to scale the walls of the 
citadel ; and, in hopes of being able again to 
try his fate,, gsve orders to those who were 
waiting for him ki the moat to withdraw the 
ladders immediateiyi, and keep them in readiness 
for the following night. This done, he desired 
the friends who were around him to meet him 
in a few hours, as he intended to present himiself 
at Puente de la Reyna< before the mutineeils, and 
endeavour to gain them over either by premises 
or threats, or at all events to ascertain how fbr 
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they. would be inclined to act in favour of their 
country. 

^^ Mi capitan,^ said Roque to his master, as 
they turned aside from the front of the citadel, 
in search of a hut, where they purposed passing 
a few hours of repose, ^^ it is a pretty mess that 
we have witnessed. I had already recommended 
my soul to God, and yours too ; for I saw that 
those earnest entreaties of yours to the soldiers 
to listen to the voice of their chief, those plung- 
ings from one extremity of the line to the other, 
whither I followed you, as if my nag had been 
tied to your horseVtail, were likely to be re- 
compensed by a couple of bullets, which would 
at once have put an end to our exploits. I 
never witnessed more stubbornness, even from 
jack asses, than I saw displayed by those ao- 
cAirsed fools; but what else could have been 
expected from the well known obstinacy of 
Biscayans and Navarese ? Does not the proverb 
say of them, that a bull will beat them in intel- 
lect ; but not in forc« and stubbornness?^' 
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** True, Roque," cried his master, " even a 
bull would have yielded to those pathetic ex- 
hortations of the brave and unfortunate Mina. 
How my heart bled at seeing the brutal apathy 
of those deluded slaves, and the torments he 
suffered at their disobedience and insensibility i 
I would have given my life that they had but 
followed his steps; by this time Spain would 
have been free, and their own misfortunes at an 
ead«-^Yet he means to try them again ; but I 
have no hope left. Nothing can be expected 
from men whom our enemies have' brutified and 

demoralized.'^ 

" I think so too,'* said Boque, " therefcure I 
would advise our return to Logrono without 
loss of time, and before the Captain General's 
hounds begin their hunt after us, which I guess 
will be a pretty hot one. And be assured we 
shall not be spared, if we are caught, for the 
trouble of coming so far in search of adventures.'" 

^* Xiet come what may^ Roqiie,'' said his 
master, "our duty is not yet over. While 
Mina entertain$ a hope, we mast stand by him, 
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ipd ever afterwards, should he be in need of 
Q^ tijomr^Bnti* added be^ ali^idng near sooie 
rimed hpuaes, *' let us enter one of these ruins^ 
for I see no dwdling oear which to direct our 
stepS) and our horses stand as much in need of 
lepofse aa ourselves.'^ 

They now tod^ possession of one of the ruins, 
aod having secured their horses, Roque struck 
a light, shared between the horses some barley 
he had brought with him in his bags, and then 
drawing out some cold meat, bread and cheese, 
sat down to bis supper with that keenness of 
appetite to which he was never a stranger, and 
much less now, wh«i it had been condderably 
increased by the long march which they had 
performed. Meantime his master spread his 
doak on. the ground, and lying down resigned 
his senses to the influence of sleep, in which he 
was imitated by Roque, as soon as the cravings 
of hunger had Deen duly appealed. 

It is an observation which the soldier has 
crften an opportunity of making, that, he^ever 
faUgued, he can always awake at the predse 
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time he wishes, even if his repose muist be con- 
fined to a couple of hours ; hence Sandoval and 
his servant were on their legs, ready to join 
Miha, three hours after they had laid themselves 
down; when they proceeded to the place of 
rendezvous^ which was on the road to Puente 
de la Reyna, where they found Mina ready to 
start with his adjutants, some officers, a few 
employes^ and a party of light cavalry belonging 
to his regiment of lancers. This cavalcade set 
off for the place of their destination at a brisk 
trot; but in coming near the town they met an 
officer who had just left Puente de la Reyna, 
and who, belonging to the regiment of the 
mutineers, informed Mina, that the voices of the 
officers was not yet listened to, and that there 
was as much noise and confusion as on the 
previous night. Upon this' informatioii the 
General sent one of his escort to the town, with 
an official order to the Lieutenant-Colonel, on 
whom the command of the regiment had de- 
volved, (Gorriz being then with Mina,) request- 
ing an interview with him. The messenger was 
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not long in returning with an answer fixnn the 
Lieutenant-Colonel, in which he regretted he 
could not leare, the bouae where be was, as he 
would be certain to faU a victim to the fury of 
the soldiery; at the same time warding biia^ 
how he approached the town, for there wa^ igi 
advanced post placed (by whose orders he knew 
hot) at a little distanice from it, on the same 
road by which he was coming. 

Mina, who was determined to do Us utm>08l 
to secure the obedience of his favourite regiment, 
pushed forward, followed by his escort. Before 
him, in the manner of scouts, went two lancers, 
to whom the ceutinel of the said advanced post, 
gave the usual challenge^-Qt^'en riw?— ^' Thie 
General," was the answer. — " Let the 6en€^ 
halt f* retarned he, to which the two scouts paid 
no attention, but moved on ra^ndly upon himi 
The sentinel, who thought their intentions 
hostile, fired his musket, and called to arms-. 
Immediately his companions rushed out, and a 
skirmish began. Every man in the GeneraPs 
escort now drew forth hi» weapon, and galloped 
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forward to hem ia their enemy, who, howevet^ 
T9tre&ted ia good order^ keepiiig up a lively 
fire till they lecidied the tow% when some 
hundreds o^ their comrades, who were concealed 
in the houses, rushed out to their support. The 
contest now . was too unequal to last long, the 
voUeys of ^lusketry from the mutineers could 
ac^ be successfully returned by the few military 
who composed the Greneral's escort, and who 
were chiefly armed with lances and swords. 
Consequently, Mina and all his friends were 
compelled to retreat, followed by their enemies^ 
who pressed on all sides down upon them, and 
uUimately r^yiained masters of the field* 

Fortunate in having escaped with life, Mina 
wa^ obliged to withdraw into the mountains, 
sensible of the fallacy of that hope whidi had 
led him to undertake his country's deliverance,, 
under the impression that he could still exert over 
the minds of his soldiers that influence which 
bad rendered him invincible during the late strug* 
gle with tyranny, and by means of which he had 
still expected to triumph over the weaker ejBbrts 
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of despotbm. Hii^ nephew, the galknt tnd 
ill-fated Xavier Miim, who had been one of the 
principd promoters and agents of this unsue* 
oessful enterprise, and who had everywhere 
kept near his uncle, joined him there, havings 
immediately after the failure of this attempt, 
endeavoured to make partisans among the 
cavalry of the division, who were stationed on 
the banks of the Ebro ; but he had the grief to 
find that, with the exception of some of the 
(AScevB^ he could not rely on any of the troops, 
who laid on Mina, and on the other chiefs, the 
blame of having their licences delayed. Thus 
abandoned by their soldiers, the two Grenerals 
sought an asylum in France, where it is well 
known they were immediately arrested by the 
French government, though soon afterwards 
liberated. 

The principal victims who fell at Pamplona, 
a sacrifice to this unsuccessful attempt, were the 
brave Colonels Gorriz and Zea ; the rest were 
condemned to other puniiihments, and various 
kinds of sujferings. 
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Our hero, having escaped unhurt in the last 
mentioned affi*ay as well as his servant, Roque, 
and having ascertained that Mina'^s intention now 
was to cross the Pyrenees, and wait in France 
for a more favourable opportunity of coming 
forward to strike a more effective blow at des- 
potism, took his leave of the Greneral, and with 
a heavy heart commenced his march home- 
wards, where he hoped to arrive in time to 
escape the suspicion of having participated in 
the late. unfortunate attempt 



END OF VOL. I. 



SHACKS LI.« ABBtWiMITB AND BODaSB* iOBNB01l*f*OOUBT. 



^^^^^^^^^^^^1,^ 



»^ 



c-*- 



Ik 



i 






. ^.r^ -M ' 



NEW PUBLICATIONS, 

PRINTED F0HH.C0LBURN,8.NEW BURLINGTON-STRBET, 

(removed from Conduit-ttreet.) 



1. A PICTURE OF GREECE in 1825 : as exhibited in 
the Personal NarratiTes of James Emerson, Esq., Count Peccbio, and 
W. H. Humphreys, Esq., who have lately returned from that country. 
In 2 vols, post 8vo. with a portrait of the Greek Admiral Miaoulis, 18s. 

This work will be found to possess all the interest and excitement of a 
romance ; It contains sketches and anecdotes of all the chieftains of 
Greece, of the magnificent scenery of the country, and character of the 
people ; of the plcturesaue warfare of the Kleftis and Guerillas, in the 
wild and craffgry island-nills i and of the navat engagements between the 
Greeks and their enemies, in some of which Mr. Emerson was personally 
concerned last summer. 

2. LETTERS FROM THE EAST. Written duriog a re- 
eent Tour through Turkey, Egypt, Arabia, Palestitie, Syria, and Greece. 
By John Carne,£sq. of Queen's College, Cambridge. In 1 large vol. 
8to. with a coloured plate, 18s. 

3. MEMOIRS of the COUNTESS DE GENLIS, Vol«. 
VII. and VIII. Being the conclusion of this Interesting Work, EmbeU 
llshed with a Portrait of the Author ia her Younger liays, price 16s. 
and in French 14s. 

4. D1ART of an ENNUYEE. Post 8vo. price 10s. 6d. 

*' Now if my poor little Diary should ever be seen ? I tremble but t'i 
think of it I — what egotism and vanity — what discontent — repining— ca- 
price — should I be accused of? neither, perhaps, have I always been 
Just to others; quand on sent, on reflechit rarement." 

5. THE NAVAL SKETCH BOOK ; or, Service Afloat 
and Ashore, with Characteristic Reminiscences, Fragments and Opi> 
nions. By an Officer of Rank. . Second Edition , revised. In 2 vols, 
post 8vo. price 18s. 

6. MEMOIRS of the MARGRAVINE of ANSPACH. 
WaiTTBN Bv Hbbsslf. Comprising numerous anecdotes of distio* 
ruished characters, and sketches n-om personal observation of the 
Courts of Paris, Vienna, Warsaw, St. Petersburgh, Constantinople, Aq- 
■pach, BerUn, Naples, Lisbon, and Madrid. In 2 vols. 8vo. with Per- 
traits, price 28s. 

THE PEERAGE AND BARONETAGE UNITED. 
T. BURKE'S DICTIONARY of the PEERAGE, and 
BABOifBTAGB of the UNITED KiNODOM, for 1826; with an Appendix, 
comprising the Prelates, the Surnames of Peers, Titles by Courtesy of 
their eldest Sons, Names of Heirs Presumptive, &c. &c. Dedicated to 
the King, In one handsome volume, crown 8vo. with Plates of the ArmSj 
beautifully engraved by Neele. Price 18s. 

** This is a very clever and useful work, and exhibits a beautiful spe- 
cimen of typography ; the alphabetical arrangement is a great improve- 
ment on works of this nature, and the correctness with which the descent 
of the Peers and Baronets is given, and the present state of each family 
is described, render Mr. Burke's volume peculiarly valuable ; indeed, no 
library can be eonsidered complete without it.''-^tar. 
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8. THE SPIRITS OF THE AGE ; or, Contemporary 
Portraits. SeeoDd Xdition* revised : in crown 8vo. l<ki^ 6d.— Cootcnts — 
Mr. Jefferv, Mr. Gifford, Mr. Soutbey, Sir Walter Scott, Lord Byron, 
Mr. CampDell, Mr. Thomas Moore, Mr. William Oodwio. Mr. Jeremy 
Beotham, Mr. Cobbett, Mr. Coleridge* Mr. Leigh Hunt, Mr. Wordsworth, 
8ir James MaclciotORh, Mr. Broagham, Sir F. Bardett, Rev. B. Irving, 
Lord Bldon. Mr. Wilberforoe, Mr. Maithtu, Mr. Orabbe,. the late Mr. 
Horne Toolce, &e. &c. 

9. THE DIARY and CORRESPONDENCE of SAMUEL 
PEPYS, Esq. F.R.S. Secretary to the Admiralty in the Reigns of 
Charles II. and James II. and tlie intimate friend of the celebrated John 
Evelyn. Edited by Richard Loan Bravbrookb. In 2 vols, royal 4to. 
printed uniformly with Evelyn's Memoirs, and embellished with Por« 
traits and other Engravings by the first Artists. — Price 61. 6s. boards. 

** Notwithstanding the extensive popularity of Ihe Memoirs of Gram- 
mont. and the still greater attractions of those of Evelyn, we have n3 
hesitation In Ktating oar opinion that these volumes wiu outstrip them 
both in public estimation. They reach the very beau ideal of wluit we 
desire from such records."-— Literary Gazette. 

** We hesitate not to confess^ that we regard this publication as in % 
very high degree historically valuable." — Examiner. 

10. EVELYN'S MISCELLANEOUS WRITINGS; now 

first collected and edited, vrith Notes. Printed unifiHrmly with Evelyn's 
Memoirs. In 1 vol. royal 4to. with Plates. Prioe 31. Ida. beards. 

" A proper Companion to the Evelyn Diary and Correspondence, thie 
volume presents us wtth a valuable Collection of the Remains of the 
distinguished Author of the ' Silvn.' These consist of many tract* 
whieh throw great light on the tlmes.'-'Literary Gaxette. 

11. MEMOIRS and RECOLLECTIONS of COUNT SE- 
GUR, Ambassador from France, to the Courts of Russia and Prussia. 
lu 1 vol. 8vo. lis. French los. 6d. with Portrait, &c. 

The Count de Segur was connected by ties oi' friendship or consangui- 
nity with all tlie remarkable personages of the Courts of Louis XV. and 
XVI., and was engaged in the intercourse of Affaim and Society with 
Catharine II., Frederic the Great, Potemlcin, Jose|»h II., Gustavus III., 
Washington, Kosciusko, La Payette, Mirabeau, and rf apoleon, as W<>11 as 
with the Chiefs of the Aristocratical and Democratlcal Parties, and tiie 
most illustrious Writers of the times, of whom he records the most in- 
teresting particulars. 

\%, THE LAST DAYS of NAPOLEON. By F.ANTOM- 

MARCHI. Recording his Conversations with the Emperor on various 
interesting topics, during the last two years of his exile at St. Helena, 
forming a supplement to the Jouniali of 0*Meara and Las Cases, 2 vols. 
8vo. 94s. French 21s. 

13. MEMOIRS of the COURT of FRANCE, during: the 
Residence (above so years) of the Marquis db Danorau. Now^rst 
translated from the French, with Historical and Ciitical Notes, la -2 
vols. 8vo. 88s. and in French 28s. 

«* The Memoirs of tlie Marquis de Dangeau are curious, and cei-tidnly 
include a great deal of valuable information. Those wlio have a taste 
for this kind of writing, and some previous knowledge of tlie personages 
to whom it relates, will be pleased at meeting so many of their old 
friends, and amused wiUi the transactions, great and small, which Pan' 
gean records of them ; while those who look stlU deeper into the woi'k 
will find a great deal of chronological and some historical information, 
with-mauy important views of the manners and morals of the age, of tlte 
eliaracter of the Sovereign and his Ministers, and of the secret springs 
and personal motives ot manyeonaiderable ertBts,**— 4^avtei1y Rctlew. 
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